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APPENDIX

“HOW I SUCKED MY WAY THROUGH GRAD SCHOOL.”
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Born out of my personal relationships with others and the field of communication,
particularly as it overlaps and intersects with the field of personal relationship research, this
project begins with an exploration of research practices in personal relationship inquiry, offers a
queer critique on research and relating, and forwards a queer applied communication approach—
relational inqueery. This dissertation was directed by three goals: (a) creating a space and terrain
for queer relationships in the study of personal relationships and relational communication, (b)
founding and beginning to further a field of relational inqueery, and (c) offering an applied
communication approach within queer relational studies that stands to benefit both the field and
the queer on social and personal fronts. To those ends, I offer a queer criticism of research and
relating, engendering a space for queer relationships. I then offer a meta-autoethnographic
approach of personal and co-constructed narratives and writing-stories to engage, contour, and
nuance the aforementioned space for queer relationships imagining new ways of thinking about
research in the study of personal relationships and relational futures. This project contributes to

the fields of personal relationship research, communication, and qualitative inquiry.



257

AUTOBIOGRAPHICAL STATEMENT

Derek M. Bolen attended Saginaw Valley State University in University Center,
Michigan where he received his B.A. in Professional and Technical Writing in 2004. He
completed his M. A. in Interpersonal and Public Communication at Central Michigan University
in Mount Pleasant, Michigan in 2009 and his M.A. in Communication and Multimedia at
Saginaw Valley State University in 2009. His research interests include relational
communication, queer theory, gender and sexuality, co-constructed autoethnography, and critical
pedagogy. He has been teaching courses in communication and gender studies at the university
level since 2005. He has co-authored and published articles in Communication Education and
The Communication and Theater Association of Minnesota Journal. Beginning Fall 2012 he will
be an Assistant Professor in the Department of Communication, Mass Media and Theatre at

Angelo State University.



