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INTRODUCTION

Miles Hogarde, writing during the reign of
Queen Mary, described a sermon given by an itine-
rant preacher named Father Browne who was active
in London and the surrounding counties during the
last years of Edward VI. There were three religions
in England during his day, Brown contended, the
established Protestantism of the King and Lord
Chancellor, the beliefls associated with Archbishop
Cranmer and Bishops Ridley and Latimer, and his own
religion, or, as he preferred to describe it, "God's
religion“.1 There were many ;uch Father Brownes in
mid-uixtéenth century England and the popular Pro-
testantism they preached attracted a large following,
Recent scholarship, however, has devoted comparatively
little attention to the popular aspects of the English
Reformation, despite an increasing appreciation of the

role and importance of sectarian religious groups in

b |
Miles Hogarde, The Displaying of the Protestantes
(London: R. Caly, 15557,



sixteenth cenﬁury'life. Much work has been done on the
nature and scope of non-magisterial Protestantism on

the continent, the so-called '"Radical Reformation',

but these studies have largely ignored the presence in
England of a contemporary movement to restore primitive
Christianity together with an ethical religion based on
Seripture. There was a deep current of what might be
called "Protestant" feeling in England that had little
to do with either the Henriclan Reformation or the doc-
trinal changes enacted by Somerset or Northumberland.
This current had its roots in the later Middle Ages but
was not without certain affinities with continental Ana-
baptism and Lutheranism. Unfortunately, recent studles
have largely ignored the bellefs of ordinary people des-
pite the fact that an examination of avallable sources
reveals much about the nature of this popular Protestant
thought as well as the extent of its debt to medieval
hereticael activity and its relationship to its continental

counterparts.

2

G.H. Williams, The Radical Reformation (Philadelphia:
The Westminster Press, 19b02) 1s the most complete overview
of this research, supplemented by the same author's
earlier bibliographical essay, 'Studies in the Radical
Reformation (1517-1618): a Bibliographical Survey of
Research since 1939", Church History, Vol. XXVII (1958),
ppo u6'69, 12” ‘160| .




No comprehensive account of the spread of Protestant
ideas is available and this will certainly not be one.
It is an examination of some of the salient characteristics
of sixteenth century English heresy and attempts to give
some insight into the things that ordinary people bellieved.
It 1s not based on archival research and provides no
narrative account of the progress of sixteenth century
Engliah Protestant thought. In most cases, background
information has been limited to a few short lines and a
bibliographical footnote. A short note on sources
accompanied by a full 1ist of those cited follows the
text. In the interest of clarity and simplicity, but at
the risk of losing some of the expressive flavor of docu-
ments that point up the lack of any clarity and simpli-
city in complex religious movements, I have modernized
all spellings and corrected all punctuation in the text
of the paper. Footnote references have not been altered.

Throughout the paper, the phrases 'Protestant' and
"heretic' are used interchangeably, oftentimen acodmpanied
By the térm "popular'. Although '"Proteatant! seems
appropriate today, 1€ was unknownlin aixteenﬁh century
England where the term "heretioc' was freely applied to

any form of religious déviation; Finally, since popular



Protestant 1deas spread among ordinary people all too
often over-looked in an age of socio-economic analysis,
I have included proper names whenever possible. Hope-
fully, the choice of quotations will convey something
of their vitality and good humor as well as the course

brutality that accompanied strong religious feelings.



CHAPTER 1
POPULAR PROTESTANTISM AND RELIGIOUS PRIMITIVISM

"Phis 1s a marvelous world!, the Abbot of the monas-
tery of Woburn declared in 1538, "some will have down
Purgatory, some speak against 1mngen, some against vene-
ration of saints, some against the Pope'. "'Vilanous
persons", Robert Parkyn agreed, ''denied that moat blessed
sacrament and 80 would have no mass used within this realm,
yea and stiffly affirmed that Messliahs was not yet born
and s0 finally denied all sacraments, except matrimony
. + « affirming also that 1t was lawful for priests to
marry uomen".2 Both of these men expressed some of the
confusion félt by anyone faced with the bewlldering variety
of religious beliefs in sixteenth century England. Denials
of transubstantiation and the validity of the sacraments,

attacks on the mass and traditional rites, affirmations

1 .

Ietters and Papers, Foreign and Domestic of the
Reign of Henry VIIX, ed. J.3. Brewer (London: Longmans,
reené’RbEerEa and Oreen, 1864-1868), Vol. XIII, #;gl,
p. 359.

2

A.G. Dickens, '"Robert Parkyn on the Reformation',
English Historical Review, Vol. IXII (1947), p. 68.




of clerical marraige and even antli-trinitarian idees
were all part of the bewlldering welter of religlous
beliefs that accompanied the ecclesiastical developments
of the Henriclan and Edwardian reformations. Beneath
the confusion was a common desire to return to the
ideals of primitive Christianity, ideals that many felt
had been lost during the Middle Ages. 'In Christ's

time and the apostles' time and in the times of the holy
martyrs'', William Turner contended, ‘‘was the most perfect
Churoh";3 The gospel, Richard Kitchen agreed, ''was not
truly preaohed for the space of some three hundred years
paat".u James Bainham felt thet the interval was closer
to eight hundred,5 while Thomas Patmore knew only that
it had been 'a long time".6 All four of these men were
conscious of a disparity of both time and custom that
separated sixteenth century Christianity fCrom that of
the primitive Church. Thls'awareneas was accompanlied

by both a desire for the restoration of primitive Chris-

tianity and 2 recognition of the necessity of disavowing

the religious developments of the medieval period. This

3
William Turner, The hunting and finding out of the
Romishe PFox (Baslez'lgﬂg), 3TC 24353,

John Foxe, Acts and Monuments, ed, Stephen B. Cattley
(London: R.B. Seeley and W, Burnside, 1837), Vol, V, p. 28,
5

6Ibid., Vol. IV, p. 697.
Ibid., Vol. V, p. 35.



religious primitivism was the core of English porular
Protestantism, a core that welded a wide variety of
anticlerical and antisacerdotal ideas into an intelligible
program not of reform but of restoration,.

The priesthood was the principal obJect of attagk
in any disavowal of medieval institutionalized Chris-
tianity. It is important to distinguish between these
attacks on the priesthood and anticlericalism. England
had known antiolericalism for years and there was nothing
necessarily Protestant about it. Humanists like Erasmus,
John Colet, and Thomas More and Erastian statesmen like
Edmund Dudley had attacked clerical vices since the
beginning of the sixteenth century but their intention
was the reformation of demonstrable abusea.7 Like
Alexander Barslay, author of the anticlerical satire

Ship of Fools, who confessed to writing his poem with

The literature on English humanism is voluminous
but the studies that give the most insight into the anti-
clerical implications of humanist tiought are PFrederio
Seebohm, The Oxford Reformers (London: Longmans, Green
and Co., 1896Y, pp. T6ff; J.H. Lupton, The Life of John
Colet, D.D. (London. George Bell and Sons, 1909); John
C. Uiin ed Christian Humanism and the Reformationt
Seleoted Hritin 8 O esIderius Erasmus (New York:

Harper and Row, 1965); H.A, Mason, Rumanism and Poetr
in the Earl Tudor Period (Londonz Routledge and Kegan
Paul, 1959), pp. 54-55. The best introduction to
Erastian anticlericalism is Edmun?cDudley, The Tree

of Commonwealth, ed. D,M, Brodie ambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1948 5 pp. 31-33.



""wet cheeks by tears thick as hail",a they were devout
men sincerely interested in reforms. The English here-
tical community among whom Protestant ideas spread,
however, was completely uninterested in any sort of
reformation. They denied the validity of the priesthood
as an inatitution and demanded its abolitlon.

The best introduction to the relationship between
this heretical anticlericalism and religious primitivism
is an anonymous short pamphlet entitled A Supplication

to the Poore Commons, written sometime during the reign
of Henry VIII.9 The early church, the author contended,
knew no prilests. The sixteenth ¢century priesthood had
its roots in the corruption of ministerial offices
eastablished during the reign of Constantine for the
organization and management of poor relief, a corruption
perpetuated by the creation of canon law and church
traditions during the Middle Ages. 'These minicters

soon became greedy, kept hospitality‘rrom the poor,

took not only tithes but possessions! and the unfortunate

results were all too evident by the mid-asixteenth century.

8
Quoted by Arthur Koelbing in A.W, Ward and A.R.

Waller (eds), The Cambridge History of English Literature

(New York: MacMillan and éo., I§33$,'Vbi. 1IT, p. GB.
J.M. Cowper (ed), Four Supplicatiens (London:

Early English Text Soclety, 10871}, pp. =75.



The power of the English priesthood, however fraudently
acquired, was a painful reality to men committed to a
reatoration of primitive Christianity.

Although many reformers staunchly insisted on the
1ll -defined, almost nebulous, nature of the prlesthood,lo
there was little lack of precise definition among
priests themselves. A 1537 document entitled 'The
Declaration of the Functions and Divine Institution of
Bishops and Priests" emphatically stated that the prieat-
hood was the ''only means where {God7 will make us par-
takers of the reconcilliation which 1s by Christ".l1
This concept of prieatly orders was based on the'belier
that the priest alone, by the appointment of Christ,
could impart grace through the sacraments, grace without
which no redemption was possible. The ecclesiastical
reforms initiated by Oregory VII and his successors clearly
distinguished the importance of the holy office that
conferred on its members powers of consecration and ab-
solution that were essentigl to the salvation of man-

kind. The Fourth Lateran Council of 1215, by making

the mass and the transubstantiated eucharist the center

10
llLetters and Papera, Vol. VIII, #20, p. 7.

David Wilkins {ed), Concilia Magnae Brittaniae
et Hibverniae (London: R. 6oaiing, 1737), Vol. »

PP. 835'83]i .

-
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of Christian worship, also rendered any salvation wi;h-
out miraculous priestly intervention inconceivable.
These developments were roundly condemned in popular
Protestant circles.

The eucharist and auricular confeasion were the two
sacraments moat intimately linked with priestly oclaims
to divinely-ordained powers and they were also the two
moat virulently attacked by sixteenth century reformers,
Controversy over transutstantiation, the priestly olaim
to be able to effect a miraculous change in the substance
of the eugharistic bread and wine was certainly nothing

new and hardly implied a neceassary assocliation with

religious primitivism. But unlike the theological argu-

12
The best studies of the medieval priesthood are
Ernest C, Messenger, The Reformation, the Mass and the
Priesthood (London: Longmans, Ureen and Co., 193b6),
gapeoiaIchVol. i, pg. 13-99 and Gerd Tellenbac?, Church,
tate and Christian Scglety at the time of the Inves-
titure Contest, trans. R.F. Bennett (New York: Harper
and Row, 1970), especially pp. 42,56, T0-71, 111-117.
Valuable insight into the nature of the prieathood
generally can be found in E.O. James, The Nature and
Fungtion of the Priesthood (London: Thames and Hudson,
, which makes special reference to sixteenth cen-
tury England, and Christopher Dawson, Religion and Culture
(New York: Sheed and Ward, 1948). H.F, Woodhouse,

The Dootrine of the Church in Anglican Theolo 47 -160
{London: Society for 553 Promotion of cErIaEIan’Kgﬁalcage,
1954), pp. 29-46 and E,O0. Jamea, Saorifice and Sacramsnt
(London: Thames and Hudson, 1962), pp. 209-271 analyse

the sacrgmegtal ﬁheor{ of Henrician and Ed;ardian church-
men, while John Mardeley, Here is a short Recytal of
certayne holy Dectours (ionEon:'Thomas Raynalde, 1548},
STC 1531

8 presents a contemporary view evidently intended
for popular consumption. :
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ments of Lanfrane and Berangar in the eleventh scentury
or Cranmer and Ridley in the sixteenth, these heretical
attacks addressed themselves exclusively to the impli-
cations of transubastantiation for priestly power. These
implications were perfectly clear to Henry Brinkelow.
Tranaubstantiation, he contended, enabled the priesat-
hood to change 'the holy memory of Christ's death!

into the "worshipping of their God made of fine riower“.13
Attacks centered on a denial of any claims to divinely;
ordained priestly consecoratory powers, ''No priest

hath power to conaecrate the very Body of Christ",

diles Van Beler, a York heretic, insiated, baainé his
argument significantly on the fact that the apostles
claimed no such power.lu John Morbecke, a Windsor
musician examined by ecclesiastical authorities in 1543,
agreed that transubstantiation was as 'sinful and open
robbery of the glory of ng from which'an open heart

5
ought to abhor and flee', while Robert Crowley warned

13
Henry Brinkelow, A Lamentacyon of a Christian

ageynst the Cytie of London (London: Early English
Text ?zoiety, 19047, p. SB.
4K 1J'§'HPU§V1"3;Thg gegiaters of Arohbiahopavpge
and Holgate ournal of Ecclesiastiocnl History, Vol.
XIIX {1962 ), po 189, ’
5

Letters and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #327, p. 184,




i2

16
priests that they possessed no real powers,

for it is plain in holy writ

.that none c¢an offer sacrifices for sin,

either in flesh or spirit'.
Louke Shepherd, a London physician, mocked priestly
claims denouncing transubstantiation as a !''‘pestilent
business', and John Ramsey attacked clerics who,
after making their God out of bread,

., ., . prayeth unto him for all sick-

: ness and pain

and at length doth eat him, both shoulder,

leg and back 18

and the next day oan make another again'',
George Bloggle, pardoned for heresy by the King 1h 1546,
contended that a mouse might as well be put into the
pix as a host, an opinion shared by Anne Askew and

19

other heretics. An anonymous man detected in 1537
ably summarized popular opinion on the question of
transubstantiation when he told his clerical examiners

that 'the sacorament of the altar was not the body of

16
Robert Crowley, Select Works, ed. J.M. Cowper

(London: Early English Text Soceiety, 1872), p. TO.
1l

Luke Shepherd, "“John Bon and Mast Parson' in
A.F, Pollard {(ed), Tudor Tracts {(New York: Cooper Square
Publisgers, Inc., 1§6H), p. 167.
1

John Ramsey, A Plaister for a (alled Horse
(London: Thomas Raynalde, 1548), STC 20662,
19
Letters and Papers, Vol. XXI, #1383, p. 684,
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Christ and that the prieat had no power to consecrate
and make it flesh and blood".20

The other prieatly power of great importance was
the ability to absolve penitent sinners through auri-
cular confession. Like transubstantiation, auricular
confesalon was the éubJect of considerable theologlcal
controversy in the sixteenth century but the radical
reformers were exclusively concerned with i1ts implica-
tions for clerical power and authority. A Coventry
heretic adopted 2 typically contemptuous attitude when
he maintained that he would "as lief be confessed to
a post as to a priest".21 Dionyaiun Tod, who had a
long history of heretical religious activity both in
England and on the continent, likewise insisted that
men were subject to God alone and were '‘not bound to
confess to any priest".22 There was general agreement
that auriocular conresiion was both unnecessary and
undesirable. Bartholemew Joye, a Kent man, for instance,

admitted to being a sinner but refused to tell his

20
2lLettera and Papers, Vol. XIII, #1189, p. 498.

Ibid., Vol. XVII, #537, p. 311; Addenda, Vol, I,
#1&63é2p. 50.

Ibid., Vol. XVII, #427, p. 243,
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23
individual sins to a priest, while John Voley,

detected in London in 1539, contended that '"he needeth
not, nor will not, nor is bound, to rehearse in con-
fession his sins particularily, but generally in general
words, saying he hath offended in breaking the command-
ments of Christ and in the seven deadly sins but not
showing how".au An agcount of Protestant services in
Denmark dendribing a general confession, ''every man in
his own conscience'!, enjoyed a wide circulation in
heretical communities.zs
Auricular oonfession and the eucharist were not
the only sacraments that required priestly administration
and they were not the only ones singled out for attack.
" An anonymous heretlcal tract entitled The Sum of Scrip-
ture which circulated widely during the reign of Henry
VIII contended that special ceremonies used in the dis-
pensation of baptism were unnecesaary, that the wnger
was merely a sign of the inward working of raith.2

Others like Thomas Carden of Lynne insiated that the

23
2“l'..en:t:erts and Papers, Vol. XVIIXI, #546, p. 300.

. Ibid., Vol. XIV, #1001, pp. 462-463.
5

ﬁiles Coverdale The Order that the Church an
’ 1a

Congregation of Christ in Denmark and in ma ces of
Jermany doth use, SIC 5894, M58 in the cEEE%igge Uni-
vers tg Library.

e

Wilkins, Vol. III, pp. 729-730.
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27
"water of the font 18 no better than other water',

Many telieved that a child might as efficaciously ge
baptized in a tub or a ditch as in a church font.2
Attacks on extreme unction as only "a godly sign' were
likewise common,29 as were denials of the sacramental
nature of holy ordera.go It was also popular to deny
the necessity of religious marraige rites performed
by a priest. Many heretics agreed that '"it was as good
enough to wed upon a cushion when the dogs be abed
as by their priests ned".gl

Prieats had also acqulred certain privileges that
further enhanced their prestige and authority. Cer-
tainly some of these privileges were becoming increasingly
difficult to defend in the face of two centurles of

inoreasing secularization and gradual dwindling of

27
BLetters and Papers, Vol, XVIII, #546, p. 306.
2
Ibid,, Vol. XVIII, #546, pp. 311-312; Foxe
Vol. IV, p. 698, Vol. V, p. 650; Lilian Swinturn {ed),
The Lantern of Light {London: Early English Text
society, Iglﬂ., p. 2.
29

Foxe, Vol., V, p. 454,
30
Ibid,, Vol. V, p. 29; Letters and Papers
Vol. XVITT, 4546, p. 310, ’
3

Thomas More, The Confutacyon of Tyndales
Anawere (Londont Willlam Rastell, 555)71§§§'T8079,
sig. B,1i1i; of. R.W. Dixon, A History of the Church

of England from the Abolition of the Roman Jurisdlction
Trbnggn:uﬂgorge RoutTedge and Sons, 18817, Vol. I,

PP, 5-400,
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32
clerical authority in temporal affalirs. But while

clerics no longer enjoyed guaranteed access to govern-
mental office and a monopoly of education, they

8till retained the exclusive right to preach, read and
interpret the Soripture, A fifteenth century English
vernacular tract on the Decalogue inatructed readers
that only priests possessed the '"ecunning and authority"
to preach and teach, and oontendéd that laymen should
busy themselves 'to hear preaching of God's word'. )
Preaching was reétricted to ¢clerics above the rank of
sub-deacon and to others only By special license, &

privelege rarely granted to anyone except university

32
The P On this grgwing sgcglarizag%on, see T.F.Hzout,
he Place of the no dward English story
{Mancheater?t Hiﬁbﬁester'UtheraIt?'P%%ha, 1336), pp.
301-327; g;A.F."Thgmngg, "githes Dl;putes in %gter
adieval ndon", English.Historical Review, Vol.
LXXVIII (1963), .pp. 1-17; Leona C, G abel, B , Benefit of
Cle in the Later Middle. Ages SNorthampton: mith
EoIfege'S%ﬁHIba in story,_§§§B ; Helen Miller,
"London and Parliament in the Reign of Henry VIIIY,
Bulletin of the Institute of Historlical Researoch, Vol.
627, pp. 143- g; J.J. Soarisbrick, erioal
Taxation in England, 1485-1547", Journal of Egcclesias-
tical History, Vol., XI (1960),.pp_ﬁ__’4-. -54; FRA Du
Boulay, gﬁg of Ambition: English Sooclety in the
late gidd e Ages (New gorE: VIEing Press, ¥975).
3 _

Joan Simon, Education and Sogiety in Tudor
.E_nngas_g.(Ca.mbridge:_C—_nmbr'id'g-e"ﬂﬁiv__—flers ty Press, 1966),
PP, «32; Kenneth Charlton, "Liberal Education and
the Inns of Court in the Sixteenth Century', British
Journal of Edugation, Vol, IX (1960}, pp. 25-38,

3

| G.R. Owst, Preaghing in Medieval England (Cam-
bridge: Cambridg; University Press, 1926}, p. 4.



17

graduates in theology. Just as laymen were never
permitted to preach, 8o they were never allowed to
interpret the Bible, the clergy in this respect serving
in the traditional priestly role of custodians of
saored writings. Since few laymen could read Latin,
Arohbishop Arundel ‘s Constitutions of 1408 prohibiting
the translation of Soripture into English35practically
inaured that only clergymen would even be able to

read the Bible laet alone interpret it.

Proponents of the restoration of primitive Chris-
tianity ocould only view this monopoly of preaching and
Scriptural interpretation as clear confirmation of
the clergy's desire to secure the corrupt gains of
centuries of usurpation. The anonymous author of a
supplication to Henry VIII denounced this ''orafty
policy" as a cleriocal plot to keep "knowledge of God's
word rfom all men that they méght uﬁlawrully be
promoted to spiritual cures', The author of an

account of the examination of the Lollard John Oldcastle

35
AM, Bollard (ed), Records of the English Bible
(London: Oxford University sress, 15117, p. 80; of.
Charles C, Bubterworth, 'How Early could English Scrip-
ture be printed in England', The Library Chronicle,

Vol. xgv (1947), pp. 1-12..

WA Suppiication to our most Soverelgn Lord King
Henry VIII", in Cowper (ed), Four Suppligations, p. 35.
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condemned priests as '"Pharisees and Scribes" who

tried to ''blear the eyes of the unlearned multitude with
one false craft or another".37 "The neglecting of
preaching, desire of glory-and subtle wresting aaiqe

of the Soriptures in the beginning', the author of a
defense of the gospel contended, "“caused ignorance to
bear such a stroke amongst us by little and little the
clergy wrought their feit, turning true things to 8
false, virtue to lucre, purest and best to the worat".3
Others repeated Tyndale'!s claim that the oclergy refuﬁed
to allow laymen to read the Bible in order to '"keep

the world still in darkness to the intent that‘they
might sit in the consciences through vain superstition
and false dootrine, to satisfy their filthy lusts,

their proud ambition and. . . to exalt their honour
above king and emperor, yea and above God himself",

The author of the Suppligation to the Poor Commons
agreed that priests ''say it sufficeth a layman to

7
"The Examination and Death of Lord Cobham' in
John Bale, Select Works, ed..Henry Christmas (Cam-
bridget Parker Sooclety, 1859), p. 16.

A God%x Invective in the Defense of the Gospel
(Londont ralton, 1547), sig. D.i-ii.

AJM. Pollard (ed), Regords, p. 122,
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believe a8 they teach, and not to meddle with the
interpretation of the 3eripture and what meaneth that
but that they would have us 80 blind again', 4o The
continued use of Latin in religious servigces, he
maintained, was an extension of this same policy.
Priests "baptize our children in the Latin tongue
bidding us say 'vole' and ‘credo! when we know not what
it 18 they demand of ua".ul Without vernacular ser-
vices and free access té English scriptures, many
believed that laymen would be "unarmed and naked in
every side'" and consequently vulnerable to the "glosses,
oommentariea and scale pointa' of the olergy.ua

The growth of priestly authority was not the only
thing that separated the primitive Church from its
sixteenth century English sucoessor, however, and
records of heretical examinations indicate wideapread
hoastility to the rites and ceremonies of medieval
Catholicism., Bishop Bonner, for instance, noted that

many persons in London "hath murmured, grudged or spoken

40
1Cowper (ed), Four Supplications, p. 64,

Ibid., p. 90.

42
. News from Rome concerning the blasphemous sag-
fice of the paplstical masse i bury: J. Mychell
> EIETTI.EI; o% E.F, Rog ogeraa?eds ’

versity Preas, 1947J, P.

Th C es ~
ondance of Sir Thomas More Prinoeton: noeton Uni.
e t fﬂ .
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against directly or indirectly the mass and other
divine services, and the administration of sacraments
and aaoramentals".uS An excellent example of such
attacks on the uﬁeleasnesu of all sacramentals and
ceremonies 18 the short verse tract by Peter Moone
published by Ipswich printer John Owen in 1548, Lamenting
the faot that sacramentals and rites had all but re-
placed '"God's word" in religious services, Moone de~
nounced '

"holy palms, holy ashes, holy candles, holy fire

.holy bones, holy stones, holy cruets at the altar

holy censors, holy banners, holy crosses, holy atire
holy wax, holy pax, holy smoke, holy smyer.,"

‘"We have'!, he complained, "bells christened, vest-
ﬁents coﬁseorated, ohalicaé anointed, high altars
washed and hallowed' and every other conceivable
ceremonial rite, ali ?by the Juggiera invented that
God's word should not flourish", Without the benefit

43
Articles to be en f in the general
via;tat%gn of the Diogese gi %ogagﬁ- {Londony 1554),
=

Peter Moone, A Short Treatise of Certain Things
abused in the Popish Chur Eong usea"hgi now abollished

to our consolation and ;gdis word ady ed, the light

of our salvation (Ipaswich: John Owen, gsﬁai; part Y
priEEEE wiEﬁpoom?enbagy 12XT?;zaa Corser (ed), Collec-
tanea Anglo-Poetica t. . nchester: Chetham Soclety
I5757; o?. ASU. Dickeps, "Peter Moone: the Ipswich ’
Gospeller and Poet', Notes and Queries, Vol. XCCIX
(1954), pp. 513-514. —
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of Moone's wit and verse, Thomas Dawley captured

the same feeling when he told his clerical examiners
that all church services ware ''baggage', Grace
Palmer, arrested for heresy 1n11531, contended that
it was unnecessary to bear palms on Palm Sunday

46
because "1t was but a thing used and need not", a

view supﬁorted by the anonymous pamphleteer who
maintained that the ''grevious observations of un- L
profitable traditions is not greatly to ge required', !
Hamond Bett, a Kent heretic, told his local church
officials that when he died he ''would have neither
ringing or singing nor any mannér of alms deed to ue
done for his soul ang cared not whether he were
buried in a ditoh".u Joan Boucher likewise de-
nounced matins and evensong as no better than '“the
rumbling of tubs“,49 while Alice Fonge thought'that

: 50
holy water was no help to salvation, an opinion

105. FsLebters and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #546, pp. 304-
L6

u7Foxe, Vol, V, p. 33. -
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49;9;9., Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 312,

Ibid., Vol, XII, #221, pp. 94-95,

50
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shared by the anonymous London heretic who pointed
out that, while it may te religiously inefficacious,
Buch blessed water was ''more savory to make sauce
with" and Yis also & very good medicine for an
horse with a galled baok".51 John Tybal, detected
in Kent in 1527, told his examiners that "the
water of the sea and other running water' was vir-
tually indistinguishable from holy water;Ea More
graphically, Margaret Toftes declared that her
daughter could "piss as good holy water as the priest
could make", |

Saint;ﬁoruhip, images, and pllgrimages, all
unknown in the primitive Church, were obJjects of
vigorous attack, Paul Luther, for example, told
his examiners that 'saints cannot help us neither
khow any more what ﬁen do here in this world than a
man in the northuoountry knoweth what 18 done in the

5
south oountry". A Kent heretic named Bland main-

51
2H11k1nc, Vol. I1IX, p. 806,
5
Letters and Papera, Vol., XVIII, #546, p. 307.

3
Ibid., Vol., XVIII, #546, p. 307.

54
Ibid,., Vol., XII, #436, p. 176; of, Foxe, Vol. V,
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tained that the 'sight of the image of St. Michael
with the balance was enough to bring a man to the
devil" and that "no man may pray to saints for any-
thing“.ss Thomni Carden, detected for heresy in
15&3,'relt that St. Katherine was "rather a devil in
Hell than a saint in Heaven“.s6 Robert Wisdom in-
siasted that saints doparted'"do not come again and
walk and play bopeep with us“.ST Attacks on the
Virgin vwere aapeclally popular. Rumors ocirculated in
London, for instance, that thea"Ave Maria' was
written by a priest's harlot, 'and Londoﬁ women
claimed that "they be as good as Our Lady, for we
have bore four or five children and know the father of
them and she bore but one and knew not the father',
Margaret Toftes told the authorities that she saw no
good regaon for concluding tha§ our Lady was in

heaven, and John Swynnerton agreed that, in heaven

55
56Lettera and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 311,

Ibid., Vol., XVIII, #%46, p. 306.

57
BIbig., Vol. XVIII, #539, pp. 314-316,

sglbid., Vol. IX, #1424, p. 569.
6°Ibid.’ VOl. XII’ #11“7’ p. 529.
Ibid,., Vol. XVIII, #5u46, p, 307.
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or not, whe 'was not of such honor as the people
pald her".61 Many people believedéthat Your lady
was no better than another woman". y

Both images and pllgrimages, obJjects of in-
creasing abuse, provoked considerable hostility.
The Fantasy of Idolatry, a verse satire on image- 63
worship written in 1538, enjoyed a wide circulation,
John Tybal felt that such images "were\not profitable
and that men should not worship of kneel to images in
church, nor set up candles or léﬁht' before them; for
they be but stooks and stones'. Margaret Toftes
likewise felt that the "1magei in the church were
devils and 1dols and uiihed the church and they were
set on rire".ss This transference of hostility from
images to oﬁurch bulldings themselves was guite common.
The anonymous author of a fifteenth century tract

that oirculatsd widely during the reign of Henry VIII

61
62Ibid., Vol. IX, #1424, p. 569.
Wilkins, Vol, IXII, p. 806.

The poem is printed in the 1563 edition of

Foxe; of, the commenta of C.H. Pirth, ""The Ballad Hims-
tory of the Reigns of Henry VII and Henry VIIIY, Trana-

actions of the Royal Historlical Societ third .series
VoI, 25 {London: EoyaI RAiatorical Sosclety, 1908), p. 57.
) Stryps, Vol. II, Pt. I, p. 50. |
5
Letters and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 307.
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pointed out that such bulldings were without any

special intrinsic worth and were usef316%n1y in 8o

far as they kept out the wind and rain. The author

of the heretical tract The Revelation of Antichrist

claimed that "the temple of God 13 not stones and

wood neither in the time of Paul was there any house

which was called the temple of God".67 Among the

heretical ideas cited as dangerous by the London clergy

was a proposition stating that ‘it is not necessary

or profitable to have any ohuroﬁ or chancel to pray

1n",68 vwhile the author of a popular Protestant

tréatiae on Christian worship defined & church as simply

Ha company gathered or assembled together of true

and fatthful Christian people which as members of one

body. . «+ are fastened in one head Christ Jelua".6
Hostility to pilgrimages, fast days and siﬁilar

observances likewise increased markedly in the early

sixteenth century, 3Stephen Gardiner complained about

66
Swinburn (ed), The Lanteran of Light, p. 42;
cr._ggttegu and Page;s:-beT—fV§Ii, #5416, pp. 311-313.

7
68"11k1n5, VYol. III, pp. T29-730.

6 Ibid., Vol. III, p. 805,
9

The True Belief in Christ and his Sacraments
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the widespread distribution of the Legenda Aurea,

a satiriocal work attacking pilgrimages, and remarked
that Jack of Lentes Testament, a socurrilious verse
pamphlet dealing with fasting, was being so0ld openly
in Winchester market in 1547, ° Robert Wiadom spoke
for many when he told his examiners that no one was
bound to observe any fast days,Tl as did the anony-
mous London heretics who contended that “pilgrimages,
fasting alms deed and such like are not to be used
and that a man is not bound to the'Church".72 Rumors
circulated to the effect that the Ember Days were
made with the intercession of the pope's oonoubine.73
John Hewes warned prospective pilgrims that it ‘'‘were
better first that ye look upon your poor neighbdru who
lack succour', 4 Henry Brinkelow ably summarized

the prevalenﬁ feeling against images, pllgrimages,
and salnt-worship, complaining that when the citizens

of London '"feel themselves plagued they go to Peter, Paul,

70
J.A. Muller (ed), The Letters of Stephen
Gardiner (New York: MacMillan and Co., l§33i, PP. 311-
312; o{. Foxe, Vol, IV, p. 582,
T

72Lottors and Papera, Vol., XVIII, #539, p. 316.
Wilkins, Vol. III, p. 806,
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James and John, Martha and Mary and I think with

a few years they will, . . call upon Thomas Wolsey
late cardinal and upon the unholy (I should say)
Holy Maid of Kent. Why not as well as upon Thomas
Becket",

Mﬁch of this hostility toward the ceremonies of
medieval Christianity found a fooal point in attacks
on the mass, "The blessed mass', Luke Shepherd re-
ported, 'is hated in every bordér and railed on and
reviled", Many heretics felt that the mass was
aimply i caeremony laocking toth sacrifiocial charaoter
and precedent in the history of the early Church.
“The Mass', John Ardeley maintained, '"is of the pope
ﬁnd not of Christ and therefore it 18 not good, nor
having in i1t any goodneas saving the (Gloria in Ex-
celnsis, the Epistles and (ospel, the Creed and the
Pater Noater".77 A popular translation of a Latin
tract by Phiiip Melanchthon contended that "masses
were unknown before Gregory (VII/'s time" aﬁdawere

: . 7
the creation of "doltish assheaded bishops®. John

75

Brinkelow, Lamentation, p. 82.

A.F, Pollard {(ed), Tudor Tracts, p. 168,
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eFoxe, Vol, VII, p. 90.

Philip Melanchthon, A Newe worck concernying
both a tes of the sacrament to be recei d of the
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Daye likewise denounced the mass as a product of

"high profeascors', '"Posseasors' and “Confessors",
contending that the mass had as 1little in common with
Scripture as a heretic with a Chriatian.79 The
anonymous author of a pamphlet denouncing the mass

and saint worship called for the rejection of both

as unknown to the primitive Church. ° Hostile to
both the priesthood and the mass, heretics like John
Young claimed that the mass was "of a Juggler's
making",81 while Thomas Fougeler claimed that he
"would‘rgther hear a dog sing'" than listen to a priest
at mass, e Jasper Wetzell, detected in 1531, told

his examiners that he '"would as lieve go to the gallows
where the thieves were hanged'' as go to maaa,83 and
Anne Askew told Archbishop Cranmer that she preferred
to ‘read five léﬁea in the Bible than hear five masses
in the temple", John Mayler, a London greoocer, re-

ported that the '"blessed mass is called beyond the

79
John Daye, The Upchering of the Messe (London:
John gaye and Willyam Seres, 154T), STC 17030,
0
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sea ‘the mysse' for. . . 8ll 1s amiss in 1t",

Robert Reynold, a stationer, declared that the mass
"was naught and the memento was bawdry andeafter the
consecration of the mass it was idolatry', 6 William
Turnaer also thought that the mass was an idolatrous
ceremony, '"not ordained of God', contrary to Sorip-
ture, and g, blasphemous member of Antiohriat".a
William Punt oaptured the feeling of all of these
people when he remarked that as far as the mass and
ceremonies were concerggd, "the nearer the churah,
the further from God'. |

The priesthood, the mass, the saoraments and
the rites and ceremoniss associated with saint-
worship, pllgrimages, fasting and images were a pro-
duct of medieval Catholicism. Lacking any clear
precedent in the primitive Church, they were all re-
Jected by an emerging popular Protestantism that
sought a return to the religion of the first Christians,.
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William Turner, A Newe Dialogue wherein is
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William Worsley, arrested for heraay in 1530,
polnted the way toward this restoration when he con-
feassed that "mass and matins is not the thing that
shall save a man's soul but only to hear the word

of God".8 The constructive counterpart of here-
tical attacks on medieval hierarchical religion was
an affirmation of the validity of a lay-oriented
preaching religion stressing the ethical measage of
the gospeis.

One of the major characteristics of English
popular Protestantism was the enlarged role in reli-
gious affairs given to laymen. Unlike medieval
Catholiciam which sharply distinguished between cleric
and non-cleric, even those heretiocs willing to
concede the validity of holy orders insisted on the
equality of priest and layman. "Every man', Roger
Dichaunte contended, "is a priesé and hath power to

conseorate the Body of our Lord', Abraham Waters,

89
Foxe, Vol. V, p. 29,

0. Hinde (edg, The Registers of Cuthbert
Tunstall and James Pilkington I§§§-553g. {London:
Burtees Soclefy, 1952), p. 3b. The best discussion
of the role and importance of laymen in both medieval
and sixteenth century European scolety are the
articles by R.W. Southern and C.N.L. Brooke in
S.C. Neill and H.R. Weber (eds), The Layman in Chris-

ian History (Philadelphia: Westminster Press, i§§ J
he role of laymen in sectarian religious groups
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deteoted 1in 1527, told his examiners that he could
"make a piece of bread the body of Almighty God,

as well as the best priest of them all', ! an

opinion shared by a group of anonymous heretics arrested
in the following year in London.92 Robert Man, a
servant arrested in 1531, was charged with heresy

for asking a2 priest why a layman could only handle

the challoce while wearing sheepskin gloves, ridi-
culing the implication that "God put more virtue in

a2 sheepakin than hd did in a Christian man's hands for
whom he dled".93 The London clergy complained of

the prevalenée of the belief that any layman could
administer naoramenta,gu and Jasper Wetzell told

his examiners in 1531 that "“he cared not for going

to the church to hear masu,.ror he could say mass

as well as the priest',

. Easpeaially populér was the bellef that con-

Tession to one's neighbor was more efficacious than

generally, see P. Alphandery, ''Remarques sur le
type sectaire dans l'heresologie medievale Latine',
Transactions of the Third International Congress for

the History of Religions, Vol. II (1908),
23trype, Vol., I, Pt. I, pp. 113-114,

Foxe, Vol. V, p. 648,

93
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confession to a priest. George Bull, for instance,

told the ecclesiastical authorities that "there

be three confessilons, one principal to God; another to

his neighbor who he had offended and the third to

a priest; and that wlthout the first confessions . . »

a man could not be saved". Likewise, Richard

Browne, a York man arrested 1n”15uo, claimed that

"1f a man were deposed and thought 1t convenient

ﬁe might be confessed of a lay man', Henry

Brinkelow encouraged people ''to confess and re-

concile themselves to thelr ﬁeighbors whom they

have offended", % while Anne Askew agreed that

every man “ouéht to acknowledge his faults to

otherst, formal auricular confession to a priest

being ﬁnneoesaary.gg
These claims to lay powers of consecration

and absolution were extended to include the abllity

to both interpret the Scriptures and preach thelr

96Foxe, Vol. V, p. 34; cf, The True Belief in
Christ and his Sacraments,

§ZPervia, op. cit., p. 190,
gors7(ﬁﬁﬁé’ﬁfé’iﬁ’filﬁﬂglﬂﬁ Toxe Sootety, TO0HTo"

99}3818, Select Works, p. 150; cf. Wilkins,
Vol. III, p. 805+
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message. Jamea Bailnham, for instance, insisted
that "he that preacheth the word of God purely,
whatsoever he be. . . hath the key that bindeth
and looseth both 1n heaven and earth".loo John
Hig, detected in 1528, claimed that "all men

might preach the goapel“,101 while Hénry Brinkelow
was Joined by many othefa in calling for all
church services to be conducted in the vernacular,
"that all may laud and praise God together".lo2

A popular heretical tract written in the riftoenth
century but still enjoying & wide circulation in
the reign of Henry VIII affirmed the right of
every individual Christian to study the Sariptures
in the vernacular and interpret them for himlolf.lo3
Robert Wisdom admitted that he 'trusted to see

the day that maids would sing tﬁe Soripture at

their wheels", a hope zhared by John Lamtert and
. 10
many others as well,

100
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Especially revelatory of popular Protestant
ideas on the equality of priest and layman was
the controverasy over clerical celibacy that charac-
terized much English heretical thought. Clerics
had long used celibacy as an additional means of
setting themselves apart from the 1a1ty.105 One
of the fundemental premises of English heretical
thought wasa that clerical celibacy was in no way
superior to marralige. Henry Brinkelow contended
that priests had always been allowed to marry,los
and at least one anonymous author claimed that
St. Paul had insisted that everyone should do so.l07
The author of an heretical exposition of St. Paul's
epistle to the Corinthians claimed that all of the
apostles 83 well as the early Christian bishops had
wives and noted that matrimony was to holy orders

108
as gold was to dung. In a lengthy treatise

105
The beat short summary of ancient and medieval
ideas on clerical celibaoy is A, Franzen, Zolibat und
Priestershe in der Auseinandersetzung der Heformations-
zelt und der kathollschen Relorm des 1b. Jahrhunderts
(Hunafgg: erIag Aschendorf?, 1963).
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on the marital state, Thomas Becon insisted that
priests be allowed to marry and attacked the sup-
posed superiority of virginity, appealing to the
example of the primitive Church and using fre-
quent quotations from Scripture and the Church fathers
to support his argument;s.lo9

Becon's appeal to Scripture in this matter
is both interesting and important. These sixteenth
century Protestant thinkers insisted that their
bellefs, unlike those of their madieval Catholic
predecessors, were based solely on Scripture. Miles
Hogarde described this fundamentalism as one of the
English Protestant sects' most distinctive charac-
teristica. They '"allege, preach, utter or talk of
nothing but Scripture', he contended, and they used
this Biblical fundamentalism to support their claims
to be the true Churoh.llo Robert Wisdom encouraged
people to ‘take the Scriptures into thelr hands".111

Henry Thomson praised the virtues of the New Testament

109
Theodore Basille Lf?omaa BecggT, The Golden
Book of Christen matrimony (London: John ﬂEyler and
John G?hgh, 1543),
110

Hogarde, The Displaying of the Protestantes.,
111
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calling 1t “the Blood of Christ', Robert

Strawghwyn, an heretical preacher, told his fol-
lowers emphatically that they ''be not bound to
believe anything which 18 not written or contained
in the Holy Scripture".113 As the only surviving
account of primitive Christianity, Scriptural
sanction was the sole oriterion of bellef for these
heretics, Without Scriptural sanction, the cleri-
cal ceremonial religion of medieval Catholicism

had no validity in their eyes and was to be replaced
by an anti-institutional faith identical with that
of the early Church. "The people have not hitherto
had the good wine of God's word"”, an heretical
preacher named Sandwich olaimedlin one of his sermons,
"but a day would come that they should have good
wine again".llu This restored faith aimed at pro-
claiming tﬁe message of the gospels, stressing

their athical content at the expense of theology.

“If a man had a pair of beads or & book in

1l2
Foxe, Vol. V, p. 34,
113
11uLettars and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 308.

Ibid,, Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 292,
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his hand", William Wegen told his examiners in 1529,
"and were not disposed to pray, it was naught".ll
Henry Brinkelow captured the prevailing feeliﬁg agalinst
the ceremonial, maglcal elements in c¢lerical Chris-
tianity when he remarked that priests stressed qgan-
tity rather than quality in religious worahip.11
"God'', Hugh Cooper explained, "did not regard the
brayérs but the persons'" and this affirmation of

the importance of sinoefity and plety in religious
matters was a fundamental characteristic of English
popular Protestant thought.117 A translation of a
Dutch anticlerical tract, for instance, pralsed the
Waldensians as true Christians whose antisacerdo-
talism was aoccompanled by a sincere spirit of
charity, love of neighbor and humble plety, a com-
bination that sixteenth century Engllish heretics
hoped to emulate. Thomas Becon's treatise on fasting

developed the same theme, stressing the importance

of sincerity and zeal in any form of Christian

115
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worship while recognizing the all-encompassing
nature of the true Christian life, 'The true Chris-
tian fast 1is tq abastain not only from all kinds of
meats and drinks', he maintained, '"but also from
all those thinga'wherein the flesh hath pleasure
and delectation, to ocoupy ourselves in all godly
and spiritual exercises unto the glory of God, the
comfort of our neighbor and the health of our own
souls, But it 1s to be noted that this abutigenoe
or fast must be freely and willingly done".11 This
insistence on the importance of voluntary'actlon
was common to many Protestant traots. The anony-
mous author of the Sum of Soripture, for example,
contended that every Christian "must keep God's
commandments by love and not by‘hope to get for
his service everlasting lire".llg

The commandment of Chriﬁbian love was fully
discussed by Thomas Becon in a widely-circulated
treatise called the New Nosegay written under the
pseudonym Theodore Basil. Like the sweet-smelling

floral bouduet from which 1t took 1ts nama, this

118
Thomas Beocon, A Fruitful treatise of Fasting
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work was intended to provide spiritual refreshment
and inspiration for the Christian reader through a
saries of Soriptural citations stressing the impor-
tance of humility, innocence, obedience, mutual
assistance and charity. Unfortunately, the author
lamented, ‘'the Christian religion beginneth utterly
to decay. ‘We speak muoh of Christ but many live
no part of Christ. Vige still regneth, virtue
has no place".lao Cast in the form of a dialogue
betwaen rour4rntherl of tho primitive church, the
tract combined an exaltation of early Christlianity
with a denunciation of the ceremonial oxcesses of
medieval religion and defense of the essentially
ethical message of the gospel. Encouraging his
readers to "live virtuously', Beocon concluded that
the true Chfistian will ltu&ioully do that unto the
which God hath oalled him“.l21

The nature of this Christian oalling was ex-

plioitly detailed in an anonymous pamphlet, one of
many exploiting the familiar '"Christian plowman"

120
Theodore Basil /Thomas 330057; A Pl asant
New Nosegay (London: J. Maylerre and J.
I5027; o?. Wilkins, Vol. IV, p, 733 for a liat of
condemned propositions from this work,

121
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motif, written around 1531, With heavy anticleriecal
and anti-ceremonial overtones, this work dwelled

at length on the ""Seven Commandments of the teachings
of the gospels", ﬁ clear statement of the ethical
ideals of Engliah popular Protestantism, The first
commandment, "to love God above all and thy brother
as thy selr",'waa supplemaented by others extolling
meekness, 16ng-suffering, merey, chastity and
humility, together with an sxhortation to ''stand
steadfastly in the truth“.122 The increaaing
popularity of this view 6f Christianity as a way of
life rather than & routinized system of salvation
provoked a variety of similar worka, The poet Peter
Moone, for instance, after presenting a long denun-
ciation of ceremonial abuses, encouraged all Chris-
tians to simply "love God above all things', claiming
that this togethér with love of neighbvor was the
Yighief foundation" of religion.123 The anonymous
author of a populér verse exposition of Protestant

thought likewise encouraged all men to "live and

122
The Praier and Complaynte of the Ploweman
unto Christ [Manuseript in the Bodlelan Library,
Tanne§2 3), STC 20036,
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124
g0 Christian like after the gospel't, while the

author of an attack on the use of images written in
1538 urged Christians to win converts through
example, "“and prove Christ is alive in thee and
that all ﬁhy deeds and saying do breath and savour
of him".125 All three of these works significantly
oontaih many Soriptural citations, usually drawn
from the Pauline epistles, together with frequent
appeals to the example of the primitive Church,
This emphasis on the ethiloal content of the
Christian message was accompanied by a disdalin for
theological speculation. Anne Askew, for example,
told her examiners that she "knew not the course
of schools' and was content Eo 'believe as the Scrip-

. 12 .
ture doth teaoch'. "Universities', the author

of the Revelation of Antichrist deciared, “are

the very confused cloud and opened gate of hell”,

N

while Archbishop Cranmexr remarked that it was 1m-

possible to satisfy English heretics through theo-

l

- ;ThgiBoo%e %n getre of ?obin gon;oignoe;
in W.C, Hazlitt (ed), Remains of the Ear opular
Poetry of England (Londen: Jehn RuaaeII_S%ith, -
IBEB-){- Vo1, » PP. 225-247,
125 C
A Treatise deolargin% that E;cturqg,ggg
other ymages ara In no wise to be suffered in
Churches iﬁandon:’IS§H):'§TC'§R239.
izs hlhad - - .
Bale, Select Works, p. 158,
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logical disputation and that any attempt to do 237
only made them "hate learned men all the more'.

There was, in féet, a genuine belief in the desira-
bility of theological ignorance. An anonymous
pamphlet attaocking the mas;egraiaed the '"unlearned
professors of the gospel', and the theological
unsophistication of the ﬁaasant in the "“John Bon"
dialogue enabled him to expose the weakheuses 1n'

the priest's arguments all the more easlily, The
author of a similar dialogue between a layman and

a oleric maintained that "God hath chosen the
foolish things of the world to confound the wiae“,129
and the introduction to a sixteenth century edition
of an earlier Lollard work contended that '"untaught
men in the people shali teach full many meﬁ“.lBo
Henry Hart captured the spirit of this attiﬁude
when he pointed out that "truly knowledge is dan-

: 131
gerous where love and obed:.ence is lacking'. The

127
laaLebters and Papers, Vol. V, #10, p. 766,
News from Rome, asig. A.,ii,
129
Pollard (ed), Tudor Tracts; A Dyalogue or
Disputation between a gentlemsn and a Prieat (London:
1531); of. the comments of C.H. Herford, 3tudies

in the Literary Relations of England and Jerman
in the Sixteenth Century lCanSrEdget Cambridge Uni-
Vﬁrsﬁy !res“, Ia 2 Po 5"".

130 )
Wycklyffes Wycket wych he mada in King Ry-
cards days the secop osenburchi I§ESI7'§I§F25%90.
131

Henry Hart, A Godly Newg Short freat se
(Londont Ropurt Staughtons 15957, BRE 1 2b87 0
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appeal of the moral rather than the intellectual
side of Christianity was overwhelming for these
sixteenth century Protestants.

A religion without ceremony, priesthood or
speculative theology was the goal of English popular
Protestantism., Drawing on the Bible as the only
valid source of Christian inspiration, sixteenth
csentury heretics sought a religion of the spirit
that combined an anti-institutional disdain for
medieval ceremonial with a firm belief in the
simply ethlcal content of the Christian message.
Margaret Toftes the elder, a Kent heretic detected
in 1543, . admitted to not having crept to the cross
in the traditional Good Friday ceraemony in three
years, telling her examiners that '“it was abominatle
idolatry and she would craep to the Lord in her
heart, which was the right creeping".132 It was
a religion without priesthood and tﬁe aocohpanying dis-
tinction between cleric and layman, without sacraments
and the theological disputation assooiated with them,

without ceremony and its attendant abusea, As in

132
Letters and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 307;
of. #539, pp. 314-316, A
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the case of Margaret Toftes, sincerity and zeal

were of foremost importance, as these heretics
believed they had been in the time of the apostles.
This restoration of primitive Christianity accom-
panied by a repudiation of the religious davelopments
of the Middle Ages was based on a firm conviction

of the essentially ethical character of Chriatianity
and the necessity of total commitment to 1ts de-

mands., A8 the author of the Revelation of Anti-

christe explained, 'God demandeth nothing but the

133
heart',

133
Wilkins, Vol. III, p. 731.



CHAPTER II1
NATIVE AND CONTINENTAL INFLUENCES IN ENGLISH
POPULAR PROTESTANTISM

. "All the sacraments of the Church" the ac-
cuaed.heretic Stephen Swallow contended, ‘'be
void and of none effect', In the eucharist,
remaineth the substance of material bread’ and
Saptilm "{8 not necessary to the salvation'of a
child bofn between a Christian man and a Chris-
tian woman", Auricular confession, he maintained,
was auperriuoua if a man be contrite in his
heart and make his confession secretly and inwardly
to Jod", Purgatory, pillgrimages, images and
ceremnﬁies were without Scoriptural sanction, as was
the priesthood that instituted them. The Pope,
he concluded pgraphicaliy, 'ia an old hoore“.1 This

testimony provides a good éomprehensive uuﬁmary

1l
A.F. Pollard (ed), The Reign of Henry VII rrom

Contemporary Sources (London: gmans, dreen and Co
19153. Pe 5%5-
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of tha chief tenets of English popular Protes-
tantism - condemnation of the priesthood and
medieval Catholicism, denial of transubstantiation
and the efficacy of auricular confession, rejection
of ceremonies and image-worship, and emphasis on
sincerity and devotional zeal., Swallow made this
confession of faith, however, in 1489, over a
quarter of a century before the religious changes
that marked the beginning of the Reformation in
England, The fact that a fifteenth century heretio
could antloipate 30 much of sixteenth century
religious belief points up the close relationship
between English popular Protestant thought and

its medieval heretical predecessors,

Swallow was what contemporaries ocalled a
"Lollard', although it is extremsly.unlikely that
even the ecclesiastical officials who condemned
the persons to whom the name was applied fully
understood it, Literally, a Lollard was a “mur-
meraer', one who ipoke against the Church and the
term ﬁal used both in England and on the continent
throughout the later Middle Ages, In England,

Lollardy was a late fourteenth and fifteenth century
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heresy assocliated vaguely in the public mind with

the teachings of John Wyclif, although contemporaries
never formulated an adequnté definition of it, Chau-
cer's parish priest, for instance, found himself
accused of being a Lollard merely on the strength

of & few anticlerical remarks,2 while an Eliza-
bethan court book described Lollards as persons who
refused to observe fast days.3 Reginald Pecock,

who probably understood these Lollards as well as
anyone in the fifteenth century, thought that
insistence on the importance of Soripture was the
focal point of their belief. 'It seems to them",

he explained, ‘''that they need ﬁothing into the
school of God'i law and service save Holy Soripture
alone“.u Anticlericalism, hoatility to Church
tradiéionn, and Scriptural fundamentalism were cer-
tainly three close points of contast between medieval

An examination of two representative Lollard works

2
Geoffrey Chaucer, Canterbury Tales, ed., Nevill
Cogh1ll (Middlesex: Penguin Books, s Pe 173,

3
The Articles of Lete and Courte and the é*-
berties of Southwarke {Londens John Cawcod, 1501).

Reginald Pecock, The RegEe:sor of Over Much
Blaming of the Cler ed., ¢. bBabington ndoni
Longmans, Green, Longman and Roberts, 1860), Vol,. I,
P. 129; of, E.F, Jacob, "Reynald Pecoock, Bishop of.

Chichester", Prosceadings.of the British Academy,
Vol, XXXVII (I"'D—Egs > PP. 121-153,




48

5
further emphasizes the strength of this relationship.

The '"Twelve Conclusions' was a late fourteenth
century séatemant of Lollard tenets that indicated
the importance of religious primitivism and anti-
sacerdotal elements in this late medieval English
here:y.6 "'Our usual priesthood", the authors con-
tended, "is not that priesthood which Christ ordained

for his épontlea", and this implication of olerical

5
MHorthwhile gtudiau :nrmedieval gollardy include

K.B. MacFarlane, John Wyclif and the Beginnings of
English Nonconformity {New York: MacMillan Co., 1952);
J.E.F. Thomson, Ihe Eh er Lollards (Oxford: Oxford
University Press, 1955), the best study of the movement
in the fifteenth century; J. Fines, “Studies in the
Lollard Heresy" (Unpublished Doctoral Dissertatien;
University of Sheffield, 196&)é and G.F. Nutthall,
"The Lollard Movement after 1384: its charaoteristics
and continuity", Transactions of the Congregational
Historical Society, Vol, XII (1935), PP. 243-250,
Gustav A. Benrath, “Stand und Aufgaben der Wyclif-
Forschung', Theologische Literaturzeitung, Vol,
XCCII (1967); pp. - 3_1_._;'__2_1__5& good survey of recent
literature on both Wyclif and the Lollards, while
Edith C. Tatnall, 'John Wyclif and Ecclesia Anglicana",
Journal of Eco;as%astloa% Histo Vol. XX (19293,

PP. 19-43 deals with religlous primitiviesm in Wyclif's
writings. More specialized studles include E.J.B.
Ried, "Lollards at Colschester, 1414", English
litatorioal Review, Yol, XXIX t1914), 'pp., %or-103 and
aymond Fourville, “Manifestations de Lollardisme a
Exeter in 1421", Le .Moyen Age, Vol, LXIX 19633,

PP. 621-706. . _

Text in Henry Gee and W.J. Hardy (eds), Dogu-
ments Illustrative of English Church Hi;togg (London:
NacMIiYan Co., 1896%7 PP -133 and W.W, Shirley ed),

Fasciculi Zizaniorum Magistri Johannis Wyclif (London:
Rools Series, 1858), pp. 360-359.
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deviation from the practices of the first Christians
was accompanied by a condemnation of all oceremonies
lacking Seriptural sanotion. Denying the validity of
both transubstantiation and auricular confession,

the author defended the ability of the layman to
dispense all sacraments and perform all religious
rites. An attack on the value of theological specu-
lation followed a denial of the superiority of
olerical celibacy and an exaltation of the role of
the layman in Christian soociety.

The Examination of William Thorpe, a fifteenth
century heretical account of the trial and testimony
of a Lollard arrested by Archbishop Arundel in 1407,
contained these same anticlerical and antisacerdotal
1deas 30 important in later sixteenth century popular
Proteatant thought., Like the anonymous authors of
the "Twelve Conoluliohl", Thorpe rejected all images,
pilgfimngoa and laint-uérship as the devil's work,
all the more dangerous for detracting from the pro-
pagation of the gospel. 'Both men and women", he
explained, ‘'‘delight now more for to hear and know
miracles, tﬁan they do to know God's Word or to
hear it effectuously. Wherafore, to the great con-

fusion of all that thus do Christ saith, ' The
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generation of adulterers requireth tokens, miracles,
and uondofl'. Nevertheless, as divers Saints say,
now, when tﬁe faith of God is published in Chris-
tendom, the Word of Ood sufficeth to man's salvation,
without such miraoles".7 He also felt that there
was a wide gap betweeﬁ the fifteenth century Church
and that of the earliest Christians, that the

priests of his day "live contrary to Christ and His
Apostles' and was insistent about the necessity of
reading énd accepting the message of Scripture,

"The Gospel is not the Gospel', he maintained,

for the reading of the letter, but for the bellef
that men have in the Word of God; that is for the
Gospel that we believe, and not the letter we read:
for beoauss the letter that 1s touched with man's
hands is not the Gospel, but the sentence that is
verily believed in man's heart is the Gospel".8
Affirming that the Bible contained all laws ﬁeoeuuary
to Christian men, he encouraged his readers to

"follow Christ patiently, travailing busily, prively

7
AM. Pollard (ed), Pifteanth Century Prose and
thsee(ﬂew York: Cooper Square Publishers, 1964}, p. 137.

Ibid., p. 153.



51

and apertly, in work and in word, to withdraw
whomsoever that they may from vices, planting in them
virtues, comforting them and furthering them that
standeth in grace; so that therewlith they be not
borne up into vainglory through presumption of

their wisdom, nor enflamed with any worldly pros-
perityt but ever meek and patient, purposing to

abide steadfastly in the WAill of God",

It is significant that the testimonieu of both
Swallow and Thorpe, together with the "Twelve Con-
clusions", anticipated so much of what was later
aasooiatéd with English popular Protestantism, It
would be difficult to over-estimate the many
similarities between Lollardy and sixteenth century
hereay. Antioclericalism and anti-intelleotualism,
hostility to ceremonies, Scriptural fundamentalism
with an emphasis on the ethical message of the gospel
and the importance of zealous devotion were religious
ideals both believed they shared with the earliest
Christiana, Orthodox contemporaries were themselves
aware of the ocloseness of this relationship, William

Peryn, for instance, noted that 'the horrible heresy

9
Ibid., p. 105.
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of Berangar and Wyclif, sacramentaries abominable,
was ralled again of late by means of evil and
pestiferous books crept secretly into the hearts
of many".lo The rebels of the Pilgrimage of Grace
likewise demanded the extirpation of the “heresies
of Wyolif",ll while Lollard writings enjoyed con-
siderable'oirculation in sixteenth century here-
tical oommunitias.12 Especially popular were
Thorpe's examination, an account of the trial of
Sir John Oldcastle, & Lollard indictment of sacra-
mentals called the Lantern of Light, and a spurious
fifteanth century pamphlet attributed to Wyoclif

entitled The Wicket, an antisacerdotal summary of

Lollard ideas on the prieathood and sacraments.
George Bull's belief that 'where Wyclif's bones
waere burnt sprang up & weli" indicated the growing
reputation of the Lollarda"auppouadlprogenitor in

3
sixteenth oentury heretical cirocles, An sven

10

William Peryn, Three godly and notable sermons
of the most honorable and blessed Sacrament {London:

154 8'1315_135_" 13780,
_ athters and Papers, Vol, V, #10, p. 766.
1

Foxe, Vol, V, pp. 24-39 gives some typical
examples; the authoratative study is Margaret AstOnf
“Lollardy and the Reformation: Survival or Revival?!,
History, Vol. XLXIX (1964), p. 162. .

Foxe, Vol. V, p. 34,
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more significant indication of the relationship

of English popular Protestantism to its medieval
pPredecessor was the combined printing of an edition
of Wyclif's Wicket with a confession of faith made
by John Lacelles, a sixteenth century heretic
arrested for deviant opinions about transucstan-
tiation, confession and ceremonies, as well as a
denial of any priestly power except the ability

"to preach and pronounce the lord's death“.14
Equally interesting 18 the fact that Biahdp Bonner
warned his London diocesan clergy to be on guard
against anyone who “hath murmured™ against divine
Bervices, the use of this partiouiar phrase sig-
nificantly pointing up an awareness of Lollard
survivals in mid-gcentury heresy.l As late as
1555, new editions of Wyclif's works attracted con-
silderable attention in Protestant circles, A

1550 edition of one of Wyclif's Biblical commen-

taries, for instance, contained not only a com-

mendatory epistle praising the importance of his

14

Wycklyffes Wycket (Rosenburch: 1547), STC
25591:;'5‘—"—. 30 25590, 25501, and 25592. ’

>
Articles to be enquired of . » . in the
diogese of London,
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religious thought but an illustrative wogdcut
depicting the heretic in a solemn pm;e.:L Clearly,
Lollardy stamped sixteenth century English popular
heresy with its own anticlerical, antisacerdotal
and anti-intellectual tendencies., An examinatlion
of the reception and assimilation of continental
Protestant ideas by the sixteenth century English
heretical community reveals how indelible thils
stamp was,

Largely because of the difficulties of travel
caused by geographical 1aolation,17 continental
heretiocal movements had little influence in medieval
England, The twelfth and thirteenth genturilaes
witnessed only two instances of any sort of con-
tinental heresy in England. In 1161 a group of
about thirty German-speaking men and women were
arrested in Oxfordshire on charges of speaking againast
the sacraments. They were probably Waldensians and

with the exception of their leader were all illiterate,

16

A True cepy of a Prologue written about

5—2 yeres paste by 08' yclirfe [Londont Robert
rour"y 550, STC 2558

. On this pointuzee JeB, Ru?soll, Dissent and
Reform in the Ear ddle Ages (Berkeley: Univerasity
of 8311 ornia Presa, 1965), p. 309, n.80 and Gordon
Leff, Heraesy in the Late Middle Ages (Manchester:
Magoheater ﬁn versity Press, I§6 s Vol. I, p. 33,
Nece
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Their preaching gained them ggly one convert, an
old woman who later abjured. All were punished in
a manner that was svidently sufficlently terrifying
to discourage similar immigrants for the next in-
cident occurred almost fifty years later when a
suspected Catharist heretic was arrested in London.
If he made any converts before his speedy executlion
by local ecclesiastical authorities in 1210, there
1s no record of them.19

The early sixteenth century, however, witnessed
an increasingly rapid influx of continental Protes-
tant ideas and writings and there is considerable
evidence that English heretical communities had
considerable contact with both Lutheran and Ana-
baptist thought, The Ninety-Five Theses first
appeared in England sometime before 1520, a year
in which the flood of Lutheran books was 80 great

: 20
that ecclesiastical authorities threatened burning.

18
The maJjor contemporary account from the chroniocle
of William of Newbufigh is translated in W, Wakefield

and A. Evans (eds), Heresies in the High Middle Ages
(ﬁaw York: Columbia University Press, E§6§,, Pp. gﬁ -
24T . .

19

Details with references in Arno Borst, Die
Katharer (Stutgart: Hiersmann Verlag, 1953), p. 94.

Froben to Luther, 14 February 1519, quoted
in Charles Mallet, A History of the University of
Oxford (New York: Longmana, Green and Co., 4y,
Vol. I, p. 656; of. Letters and Papers, Vol. III,




Henry Edgeworth, a preacher active durling the

reigns of Henry VIII and Mary, recalled that while

he was a young divinity student "Luther's heresies
rose and were scattered here in ﬁhia realm, which

in less space than a man would think, had 8o sore
affected the Christian folk., . . that the king's
majJesty and all Christian clérks in the realm-had- - --—-—
much ado to extinguish them".21 By 1531, Lutheran
ideas were sufficiently widéapread to attraot the
notice of imperial Ambassador Chapuys and the invec-
tive of preachers at Paul's Croaa,22 and even the
King himself had read Luther's tract on the Baby-
lonian Captivity.23 This rapid diffusion of Lutheran

works provoked not only a series of declamatory

#8610, p. 2684, Good general ascounts of the Lutheran

movement include E.G. Rupp, Studies in the Makin

of the English Protestant Tradition [Cambridge:

Cambridge University Press, E§65J'Ehd The Righteous-
ness of God (New York: Philosophical Library, 3)3

HM, 8mith, Henry VIII and the Reformation %New York:

Russell and Ruasell, Inc., 1962}; CG. Constant, "La
transformation du Culte Anglican sous Edward VIV,

Revue d'Histoire Egolesiastigue, Vol, XII (1911),

pp. 38-80, 282-270, 4TH-435; and N.S. TJernagel,

Henry VIII and the Lutherans (St. Louis: Concordia
ubli;hing House, 19065).

1

Quoted in F.A. Gasquet, Eve of the Reformation
(London: George Bell and Sons, I§§3%T 5. 188; eof,
Lattesi,and Papers, Vol. V, #148, p. 63,

Letters and Papers, Vol. V, #283, B. 122;
M. Maclure, The FaulTs Cross Sermons, 153K-1642
(Torogto: University of Toronte Press, ?958!, . 22,
3.
Letters and Papers, Vol, III, #1193, p. 449,
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sermons by John Fisher, Bishop of Rochester, but

also an elaborate booke-burning ceremony staged by
Cardinal Wolsey at Paul's Cross, followed two months
later by the publication of the King's defense of the
seven uacramenta.au A 1list of books condemned by
Cuthbert Tunstall in 1526 and again in 1531 contains
several of Luther's own works plus & supposed antol-
logy of Lutheran writings entitled '"Piae Predicationes',
a no longer extant collection known to have circulated
in heretical circles in an English translation by
Gaoffrey Lome.25 In addition to the German reformer's
own writings, Lutheran ideas reached English audiences
through the works of Tyndale, Robert Barnes and other

native Lutherans. Tyndale's Wicked Mammon, for instance,

leaned heavily on Luther's sermon on the unjust steward

in providing a sharp defense of Jjustifioation by

24
J. Mayor {ed), The English Works of John
Fisher (London: Early English Text Scclety, 1335);
§0.J. Gray, "Fisher's Sermons against Luther", The
Library, Vol. III (1912), p. 62; Letters and
Papers, Vol, III, #1210, p. 455, #1233, p. 467,
51573: Pe aag’ #1336, p. 536, #1740, p. 733; Foxe,
Vol. V, pp. 421.422; Mallet, op. cit., Vol, I,
p. 441,
@ \'[ I 254; Le P
Strype, Vol, I, p. 3 tters and Papers
Vol., V, #18B, p. 768; James Oairdner (ed), Three !

Fifteenth Century Town Chronicles (London: Tamden
Soclety, 1880), pp. B89-90; E Proclamation to avoid
such English Books (London: Thomas Berthelat, 1545);
Foxe, ol, V, Pe 5 6; Vol, v' Pe 260
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faith, while Robert Barnes followed Luther's

commentaries on the epistles and gospels olosely
in a series of works that enjoyed considerable
popularity during the reign of Henry VIII.27 John
Fiith published an enlarged pseudonymous trans-

lation of Luther's De Antichristo in 1529 and there

is evidence that these writings penetrated even the
northernmost parts of the kingdom.28

n Like these Lutheran ideas, Anabaptist thought
was well-known in sixteenth century English heretical
communities. By 1531, in faot, a scontemporary
obsaerverer noted that they had gained a “firm

29 .
footing" in England, and in May of 1535 a gproup

26

William Tyndale, Writings (London: Religious
Tract Society, n.d.); cf. Preserved Smith, "Englishmen
at Wittenberg in the Sixteenth Cenbury", English
Historical Review, Vol. XXXVI (1921), ﬂﬁg','n' .3 and

rinterud, "A Reappraisal of Hilliam Tyndale's
Debt to Martin Luther', Churgch History, Vol., XXXI
(1962), pp. 24-45, both of which deal with Tyndale's
relatéonahip to Lutheran thought.

T

Alan G, cneater, “Robergiaarnes and thg
Burning or Booka Huntington brar guarter Y,
Vol. XIV (1951), p. 212; ﬁ.S. TJernagel, r.
Robert Barnes and Anglo-Lutheran Relationa, 1521-1540",
(Unpublished Doctoral Dissertation: State Univeraity
of Iowa, 1955), summarized in Church History, Vol.
Xxv ( 1356), pP. 372-373.

W.A, Clebsch, '"The Earliest Translations
of Luther into Engliah" Harvard Theological Review,

Vol. g;I (1963), pp. T6-17; Purvis, op. cit., p. 189,
Letters and Papers, Vol, VIII, #B846, p. 323,
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of twenty-four Dutch or Flemish Anabaptists were
burned at Smithfield and several other towna.3o A
royal proclamation of 1536 noted the arrival of many
'rebaptized persons'’ in the realm,31 the king him-
éelr recelving reguiar reports on the progress of
Anabaptism both at home and abroad, especially in
Munster where a number of refugees were reportedly
heading toward England.32 By 1538, the growing

number of English Anabaptists had issued a printed

30
John Stow, The Chronicle of England (London:

R. Newlievie, 1560]7’b. 1004; Letters and ggggfg,
Vol. VIIX, #771, p. 290, #B46, p. 323; Ralph Flenley (ed),
Six Town.Chronicles of England (Oxford: Clarendon Press,
15117, p. 197; Charles Wriothesley, A Chronicle of
Eggland during the Reigns of the Tudors, ed. William

ton ndon: Camden Seeéiety, 1875), Vol. I,
P. 35. The progress of Anabaptiam in England '{8.
less well known than that of Lutheranism, largely
because of the lack of easily obtainable secondary
ageountas. The most comprehensive study is I.B. Horst,
"Anabaptism and the English Reformation®, (Unpublished
doctoral dissertation: University of Amsterdam,
1966). It is scheduled for publication in expanded
form in 1971, but can be found briefly summarized
as the article '"England" in the Mennonite Encyoclopedia,
Vol. II., Older, but atill informative, accounts
include D.B. Heriot, "Anabaptism in England during
the Sixteenth and Seventeenth Centuries", COnﬁrega-
tional Historical Society Transactions, .Vol.
!1935], PP. 250-271 and B.P. Roosen, "Die Angenge
der Taufgesinten in England', Mennonitische Blatter,
Vol. 11X (1856), pp. 73-76.. Robert Friedmann,
"Conseption of the Anabaptistas', Church Histo
Vol, IX (1940), pp. 341-366 contends that there were
no Anabaptists in England before the seventeenth
century.

31

Wilkins, Vol, III, p. 779; A Proslamation

concerning Heresle (London: Thomas BerEheIeE, 1536).

3

Letters and Papers, Vol. VIII, #197, p. 76;
#QTE, P. I853 #935, P. ng. ! ’
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book on the Incarnat10n33 and, in the same year,

a8 number of Dutoh Anabaptists were burned at Smith-
field while four other suspects bore faggots at
Paul's Croaa.3u As a result of this increased
heretical activity, a royal commission headed by
Arghbishop Cranmer was appointed to examine sus-
pected Anabaptists and turn those who refused to
recant over to the King's government for punishment.
In 1539, a royal proclamation promised a pardon to
any person '"seduced! by Anabaptist errors, evidently
reflecting the growing fear that Munster emigrants
were on their way to England, a fear supported by
the appearance of a short pamphlet describing Ana-
baptist activities in Germany and featuring a
woodecut illustration of John of Leyden on the front

page. At least one royal administrator lamented

3
Pater Tesoh to Jorg Schnabel, in W, Kohler
et al, Urku dlioh Quellen zur Hessischen Reformations-
eschichte rburg: G. Braun, 951] pp.
158-163; pnrtially reprinted in translation in
Lettegs and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #265, p. 105.
erothealey, Vol. I, Pe 90.
5
6Lettera and Papers, Vol, XIIL, #498, p. 195.
3
Ibid., Vol. XIV, #374, p. 144,

Ibid., Vol. XIII, #u27, p. 163, Vol. XIV,
#103, p. 010; A Trewe nyewe tydynges of the wonderfull

ﬂorcken of E’ﬁ Rebaptizers or Mustzer r (London: 1540J,
STC 646; of Vos, "De Delltsche martalaren”,
Doopsgezinde Binragen (1917), pp. 160-167.
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38
thia state of affairs, while Bishop Hooper re-

marked that Apnabaptists regularily flocked to hear
his sermons.39 In an attempt teo check further
diffusion, especlally among the large alien popu-
lation of the city of London, King Edward VI

gave the resident Germans the Austin Friara! Church

Lo
for their own services, but England continued

41
to gain a reputation as "a harbor for all infidelity".
38
Letters and Papers, Vol., XIV, #11, p. 8.
39

Henry Robinson (ed), Original Letters rela-
tive to the History of the Reformation in England
lﬁambﬁédga: arker Soolety, 39), Vol., I, p. ©5.

JeG, Nichols (ed), Literary Remains of
King Edward VI (New York: Burt Franklin, n.d.),

ol. IX, p. 250; G.B. Beeman, "The Early History
gr the Sgranger'srcggroh", Proceedings %% the 261 -282
ugenot Soclety of n%on, Vol. XV I§§3 » PP. =202,
X EeEEer Trom irano 8 Dryander to Joachim Vadian,

5 June 1549 in Robinson {ed), Original Letters,
Vol, I, p. 352 contended that thers werse about 4,000
German aliens in London at mid-century., Studles on
the number and significance of the alien population
of England in the late madieval and early Tudor
period inoclude M. Roslor, 'Dies Lebensweise der Aus-
%ander 1? England ém ?gateren Mittelalter und in

er Renalasance nglische Studisn, Vol, LXVIII
(1933), pp. 17-563 Sylvia Thrupp, VSurvey of the
Alien ﬁopulation of England in 1&40“, Speculum
Vol, XXXIXI, pp. 262-273; Vincent Redstone, "The Dutch
and Huguenot Settlements of Ipswich", Procesdings of

the Huguenot Society of London, Vol, X Js

PP. I§3-ﬁﬁﬂx LioneY Williams, farien Immigrants in Re-
lation to Industry an Sooietﬁ.in Tudor England',

Ibid., Vol. XIX (1952), pp. 146-169; William Cunningham,

Alien Immigrants to England (Londont Prank Cass and
Co., il , &n older but extrsmely useful account,

William Turnbull (ed), Calendar of State Papers
ESng-

Foreign Series of the Reign of Edward VI (London:
IRANSB , Green, Iﬂngmn, RObBrtB, 1531,’ Pe. 122. F‘-ﬂly
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88 Anabaptist aoctivity continued largely unchecked,
espeoially in Kent, into the reign of Queen Hary.42
Any analysis of the spread of continental Pro-
teastantism is complicated by the ambiguous way in
which contamporaries used the terms ‘''Lutheran' and
"Anabaptist!, Especlally in the eariiout yeafa of
the Reformaﬁion, the term "Lutheran" was applied to
any religious ideas that uére the léant bit suspeot
by English ecclesiastical authorities, whether or
not they wers shared by Luther himself, Even as
late as 1550, there was sufficient uncertainty in
this respsct to enable one contemporary witness to
define a Lutheran as a person who wanted Church
services to be in the vernacular, making no mention of
distingctive Lutheran theological opinionu.u3 In the
same way, the term "Anabaptist" was freely and pe-

Joratively applied 60 otrensel'ranging from a simple

quoted in P.J. Tytler, England under the Reigns of
Edward VI and Mary (Londont: Richard Bentley, 1833),

VoI, Eé PpP. 379-380..

Robert Lemon (ed), Calendar of State Papers,
Domestic Series, 154 -1550 lfsndonx Longmans, Brown
Grean, Ibngmnn, and Roberts,.1856), Vol, XV '#35, ’
P. 46; Calendar of Patent Rolls: Edward VI {London:
His Majesty's 3tationery Offlice, 19255, Yol, III,
Pe 3#z; Strype, Vol, II, Pt. II, p. 19.

3 . .
News from Rome, Big. A.ii.
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reluctance to attend Mass to a complete denial of
transubstantiation.uu This very ambiguity is itself
aignificant however. In Germany, Switzerland and
the Netherlands, there was little difficulty 1in dis-
tinguishing the essential characteristios of either
Lutheranism or Anabaptism, Lutheranism, especially,
was a system of well-defined theological ideas, and
Anabaptism, although more complex, had certain charac-
teristics that set it apart from its other Protestant
contemporaries, Yet English witnesses were olearly
unable to distinguish either one ¢of them from native
antisacerdotal ideas popular for a century and a
half., It is too easy to miastake the rapid infiltra-
tion of Lutheran and Anabaptiat thought into England
for evidence of acceptance by popular Protestant
communities. English heretics took from these con-
tinental Protestant movements hellefs compatible with
their Lollard background, While there were Lutheran
and Anabaptist ideas in the air, there were faw
Lutherans or Anabaptists in mid-sixteenth century
English heretiocal groups,

An examination of the assimilation of Lutheran
thought by English heretical ocircles indicates the
great atrength of native heretiocal traditions. The
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impressive amount of available informAtion concerning
the introduction of Lutheranism into early sixteenth
century England encourages an over-estimate of its
impact on popular Protestant beliefs, Many Lutheran
works circulated exclusively in university circles,
far removed from the anti-intellectualism of popular
heresy. There is no indication that English heretics
were interested in Lutheran theology. The strong
anticlerical elements inherent in their basically
Lollard outlook were attracted instead to the per-
sonality of the German reformer, especially his per-
sonal defiance of the papacy. For many of them,
Luther was less theologian than hero, the 'discloser
of the Pope's Juggling Box'", as one anonymous author
desoribed him.u The mont'oomplete analysis of
Lutheran thought written by a sixteenth century Eng-
lishman concentrated exclusively on Luther's anti-
clericalism, ignoring theology with the exception of
a few brief ocomments on his view of transubstantiation,
significantly misrepresenting the rﬁgormer's position

a8 indistinguishable from Lollardy. The Oxford

45

The Disclosing of the Canon of ye Popish
Masaeuéﬁsﬁdonz Hans Eltpr?ﬁﬁb, 15487,

. Williem Barlow, &_Exaloge describin (E%g
origina round of thes utheran facoyens ndent
WIIE{am Rastell, 1531), STC 146X,
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bookseller John Dorne sold fourteen coples of Luther's
works during the'year 1520, a relatively large number
for the early sixteenth century, only two less than
the combined total of all works of St. Augustinae,

3t. Gregory and St, Jerome s80ld by him during the

same year, Of these fourteen, six were copies of
Luther's De Poteste 252%%, an anticlerical attack on
the pouerd of the pope. Similarly, the widely
circulated anthology of Lutheran writings entitled
"Plae Prediocationss' reflected the anticlerical and
énti-papal nympathiés of the editor, Oeoffrey Lome,

a man with known tontaots in Lollardacommunitian and

a background of heretical aotivity.u For some,

like George Bull, Luther was simply '"a good man',
while William Weger praised him for "preaohing twice

a day" without reference to his theoiogy.5° This
pre-oéoupation with the ethical message of Christianity

and the recognition of the importance of preaching

u7
C.R.L. Fletcher (ed), Colleotania (Oxford:
Oxford Historical Society, 1885}, . I, pPp. 149,
160, 164; of. Preserved Smith, 'English Opinions of
Luther', Harvard Theological Revieu, Vol, X 19173
PP 1zg -135,

Foxe, Vol. V, p. 34; Edward Hall, A Chronigcle
England tNew York: AMS Press, 1969), p. 736.

Foxe, Vol. V, p. 34,
50
Ibid., Vol. V, p. 28,
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the gospel, combined with the anticlericalism implicit
in much Lutheran thought to increase its popularity a
among heretiocs already influenced by decades of
Lollard antisacerdotalism,

The common ground between Lollardy and Lutheranism
accounted for the great attraction of the idea of &
priesthood of all bellevers, with its implicit critique
of the claims of the clergy to special status and
the affirmation of the individual‘'s ability to
establish a relationship with his God without oclerical
mediation, and Jjustification by faith often asso-
ciated with a disdain for ceremonies and rituals.

Both opinions were preached by John Hardyman in his
parish of 8t. Martin in Iron-Monger Lane, London51

and Thomas Hardyng in Lincoln. Hardyng, like Geoff{rey
Lome, had a long hiatofy of anticlerical agitation
before being attracted to Lutheran thought.52 A
translation of a Dutch Protestant tract mixed these

ideas of Justirioation and believer's priesthood

51
Latters and Papers, Addenda, Vol. I, #1463,
P. ugg,"'Vo——x‘l. vfﬁ','#ls.EE', pP. 317; Wilkins, Vol, IV,
p. 731,
52
G.E. Wharhurst, ‘'The Reformation in the Diocese
of Lincoln as 1llustrated in the Life and Work of
Bishop Longland', Lincolnshire Architectural and
Archaeological Society Heports, Vol. 1 [1939),
pp. IE;-I@U, quoting Ebng and's register. On Hardyng's
connections with Lollard groups, see Margaret Bowker (ed),

Episcopal Court Book for the diocese of Lingoln, 1514-
1520 (Lincoin: Lincoln Record Soclety, 1967), pp. 15-16.
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with an insistence on the importance of right
tehavior and love of one's neighbvor, but the
most illustrative intermingling of Lutheran and
native Protestant thought was a pamphlet entitled

Tracy's Testament. 3Significantly, this tract was

often printed with Lollard works. Tracy, a 'wor-
shipful esquire of Gloucester', was a man of advanced
Protestant sentiments whose last will and testament
combined a disavowal of the efficacy of saint

worship and funeral ceremonies with a strong affir-
mation of the sole necessity of faith for the sal-
vation of the individual soul. Quoting St. Augustine
to the effect that the funeral pomps are rather

the solace of them that live', he would have none

at his own burial "and further said that he trusted
in God only and hoﬁing by him to be saved and not

by no saint'. '"Touching the wealth of my soul",

he continued, “the faith that I have taken and
rehearsed 1s sufficient without any other man's

work or works', Reflecting the ethical pre-occupation

of the Lollarda and thelr sixteenth century successors,

53
The True Bellef in Christ and His Sacraments.
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Tracy maintained that '"a goed work maketh not

a good man but a good man maketh a good work, for
faith maketh the man both good and rigm:en:ms".SI‘l
The tract was often printed with a commentary by
Tyndale commending both the Lutheran and Lellard
elements in Tracy's thought.

This ocompatibility of continental and native
Protestant i1deas that so greatly influenced the
reception of Lutheran thought in English heretical
communities, alao affected the assimilation of
Anabaptism. There were, of course, many aimllarities
between Anabaptism and Lollardy. Both denied transub-
stantiation and the efficacy of ceremonies, stressing
moral didacticlism and the virtues of plety and
humility. But Anabaptists took an intereat in theo-
logical speculation that Lollards never shared, The
spread of Anabaptist theology among heretlecs normally
disdainful of any sort of speculation can only be
explained with reference to its appeal to certaln

aspects of native tradition.

This was certainly the ¢ase with the moat famous

54
Hall, pp. 796-797; Foxe, Vol. V, p. 31; for
some indication of the distribution and popularity of
the work see Foxe, Vol. V, pp. 29, 38-39,

5
See STC 25588, 25590 and 25591.
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of all Anabaptist tenets, the concept of believer's
baptism, Only one Englishman, Robert Cooche, pro-
duced any written refutation of the validity of infant
baptism. Cooche's work has unfortunately been lost
but it can be partlielly reconstructed from the
lengthy excerpts quoted in a controversial rebuttal
by William Turner?6 Denying the validity of the
concept of original sin in infants, Cooche argued
that baptism was merely an outward sign symbolizing
the acceptance of the inward message of the gospel,
an acceptance only meaningful when made by an adult
capable of undersatanding the baptismal statutes and
willing ¢o amend his 1life in accordance with them.
Without this willingneass, baptismal vows were
meaningless. ‘Christ had his disciples to preach
the oomrortablé tidings to every creature of mankind:
but he never had baptize other than such as thelr
preaching would believe', he maintained, for ''by
baptism alone is no salﬁation but by baptism énd
preaching and certain it is that God is able to

have his chosen Church without these means'., Although

56
William Turner, A Preservative or triacle

agaynst the poyson of Pelagius (EEndon: R, Jugge
15585, otc oh3e. - ’
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1t was never printed, Cooche's treatise apparently
circulated in manuscript form and was suffliciently
popular to provoke Turner's refutation. Yet, desplte
this popularity, there is no evidence that Englishmen
underwent rebaptism in any large numbers. In fact,
there 18 no evidence that any Englishmen were re-
baptized at all and, though a royal proclamation made
mention of rebaptized adults, the persons invelved
were clearly foreigners., The appeal of the treatlise
lay instead in its many affinities with native here-
tical ideas. Like Lollard heretics, Cooche stressed
the importance of the regeneration of the spirit'
accompanying the administration of the spirit ac-
companying the administration of the baptismel rite,
a regeneration without which the rite was useless,
Like native heretics, Cooche alsc insisted on the
importance of preaching as vital to salvation, and
his defense of both regeneration and preaching rested
on appeals to the example of the primitive church.
Lollard communities detected as late as 1511 had

held similar opinions about the erricag§ of baptism

and the oeremonies that surrounded it. William

57
Lattera and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #546
pPp. 306-315; I.ET_HInss {ed), Calendar of State
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Nicholson, an English heretic detected in 1538,

had told his examiners that infants were not to

be baptized,58 while an heretical preacher named
Bland taught his followera that 'in christening

of children priests be murderers“.sg Cooche's work
appealed to this native heretioai tradition and the
strength of such appeal alone sufficiently accounts
for its popularity.

While Cooche'!s views on the validity of infant
baptism appealed to a firmly rooted native heretiocal
tradition that disdained all ceremonies and rites,
nothing seems further removed from that tradition
than the Melchiorite belief that at the time of the
Incarnation Christ took no flesh of the Virgin.
First popularized by the Dutch Anabaptist Melchior
Hoffman, this view of the Incarnation was widespread
in mid-sixteenth century England despite its highly

speculative, almost esoteric ocharacter. Brlefly,

Hoffman and his followers believed that Christ brought

Papers: Milan (London: Hereford Times, Ltd., 1912), p
p. 380; Wilkins, Vol. III, pp. 729-236, 809; Foxe,’
Vol. Ig,qp. 698, Vol. V, p. 650.

Wriothesley, Vol. I, pp. 88-89.

59 .
Letters and Papers, Vol. XVIIXI, #546, p. 312,
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his body with him from heaven and owed nothing of
his substance to the Virgin Mary, through whom he
passed like water through a pipe.60 Their ideas
were knbwn in England by the later years of the
reign of Henry VIII. John Raulinges, a London
man, was known to have distributed a printed work
expounding this Melchiorite opinion, while John
Clarke, a suspected Anabaptist, owned forty coples
himselr.sl Unfortunately, the treatise 18 no
longer extant. Michael Thomte, a8 London butgher
and one of the few English native Anabaptists
known by name, had evidently read it or the works
of Hoffman himself because he told Archtishop
Cranmer in 1549 that "“Christ took no flesh of our
lady' and confessed to having taught this opinion
to oﬁhera.62 Joan Bocher, probably the most

63
notorious of all aixteenth century English heretics,

61
8 Letters and Papers, Addenda, Vol. I, #809,
p. 261,

62
John Strype, The Life of Thomas Cranmer, D,D.
(Oxford: Clarendon Press, 1537), Vol. I, p. §§,;
Uilkigu, Vol, 1V, p. 42,

The literature on Joan Bocher, also known asa
Joan Butcher, Joan Boucher, and Jean of Kent, is
enormous. The major primary accounts include Stow,
Chronicle, p. 1004; Robinson (ed), Original Letters,
Vol. I, p. 65; Wriothesley, Vol. II, pp. 12-13;
Letters and Paﬁars, Vol., XV, #498, p. 217; John
ooper, te ritings zcambridge: Parker Society,
1857), pp. 1-2; Thomas Becon, Early Works (Cambridge:
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was burned for it in the same year and contem-
porary eatimates of the number of her followers el
in the ¢ity of London run as high as one thousand.
Although this figure is certainly exaggerated, 1t
is clear that this highly speculative view of the
Incarnation gained considerable noterlety among a
group of people usually disdainful of theologlocal
speculation of any sort. At first glance it seems
to have nothing in common with native bellefs but
more careful examination reveals similarities that
make its appeal more understandable,

Virginity and saint worship were both unpopular
with English heretics. Implicit in the Melchiorite
view of the Incarnation was an attack on the Virgin,
the center of much veneration in toth the Middle

Ages and the sixteenth century, as well as a deni-

gration of supposedly superior clerical celibacy.

Parker Soclety, 1843), pp. 410-418; and Wilkins,
Vol. IV, p. 43, T.J. Van Braght, A Martyrolo
of the Churches of Christ commonly called Baptist
ed. E.B. UndernhiIl (London: Hanserd Knollys EocIaty,
1850), pp. 348-350 provides a complete narrative
with quotations from original sources. Edmund
Becke's poem, "A brefe Confutation of this most
geiggtab e andiigabapti;ticalr0§1nion; 121J.P§ X
ollier (ed), ustrations of Early English Popular
Literature iﬂew York: Benjamin om, I§85I, Vol. )
PP. 1-I21s an attaok that presente the orthodox
reactégn to Anataptist thought,

Hogarde, The Displaying of the Protestantes,
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The Lollards had insisted on these two points for
well over a century. The idea that Jesus maintained
the same relationship to the Virgin as spice to
a saffron bag, the latter serving merely as a con-
tainer of no intrinsic value, was familiar in
native heretical communitiea before the Infiltration
of Melchiorite Anabaptism and was even attributed
to men like Rotert Barnes, himself a known opponent
of Anabaptiasm, Joan Bocher's career as & heretioc
reflected the extent to which these native influences
coexisted with forelign ones, Desplte the notoriety
of her Christological opinions, most of her religious
beliaefs wers Lollard, She had a long history of
antioclerical agitation and a reputation as a rabld
opponent of ceremonies, images, and saint-worahilp.
Many of her supposed one thousand followers were
doubtless attracted by these other, more readlly,
comprehensible, aspects of her thought.

This same compatability with native tradition

accounts for the popularity and rapid spread of the

65
Letters and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 294;
of, M.A8S, Hume (ed], Chronigle of King Henry VIII
of England written in Spanish by an Unknown Hand (Lon-
doent george Bell and Sons, 1889), pP. 194 where
spegific refersnce is made to this aspect of Barnes'
thought.
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Anabaptist notien that the validity of the saora-
ments depended on the character of the priest.
Bishop Ridley warned his Norwich clergy to be on
guard against opiniona ''that the wickedness of the
minister doth take nuay‘the effects of Chriat's
sacraments', and simllar views were turngg up

by diooesaﬁ investigators in other areas. The
belief was 1itself nothing new, It was known in

the days of the primitive Church and its revival
and renewed popularity in the sixteenth century
may be in part attributable to increased emphasls
on early Christian thought. More substantially,
however, this belief contained an implicit oritique
of the concept of the priesthood as a holy order
andowed with special powers. The heretical insis-
tence on the efficagy of the sacrament as dependent
on the scharacter of the priest ignored the medieval
distinction between man and office, making the two
inseparable. The office contained all the failings
of the man, No guaranteed system of salvation

through the dispensation of sacramental grace was

55 N a
Articles to inquired of in the visitation., . .

%32t5a bishopric of Norwiche {London: 1549), SIC
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possible. Fittganth century lellards had believed
the same thing. ! It appealed to anticlerical and
anticeremonial aympathies while further undermining
the supposed distinoction tetween cleric and layman.
The case of the English '"Free-Willers'" pro-
vides further insight into this complex intermingling
of Anabaptist and native heretical thought. The
name was applied by ecclesiastical authorities to
a group of heretics detected in Kent in 1549
whose central beliefs consiated of a denial otepro-
destination and a defense of human free w111.6 "All
good works are in our own power either to do thcm
or to leave them undone, proceeding f{rom our own
free will“.G Man was the determiner of his own
salvation; There were close contacts between some
of these Free-Willers and continental Anabaptists,

70
both in public opinion and in reality. Their

67
6BShirley (ed), PFasgiouli Zizaniorum, p. 278.

0.T. Hargrave, "Tha Free-Willers in the English
Reformation”, Church History, Vol. XXXVII (1968),
pPP. 271-280.18 the best secondary aocount of this
groupé

Quotaed by Nycolas Lesae in his introduction to
St. Augustine, A Worke of the predestinat of saints
« « « translated qut of Latlin Ento EnEEZah ngﬂyc§zan
Lesse {London: g , SIC 920. An opponent of the
Free-Willers, Lesse's Introduction provided one of
the few useful sources for the history of the movement.

70
See "Trewe's Narrative" in R. Laurence (ed)
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leader, a man named Henry Hart, apparently attended
an Anabaptist conference in Germany in the early
sixteenth century as well as having close contacts
with Lollard communities in London.71 As an example
of an English heretic whose belliefs reflected both
native and continental influences, he indicates
something of the complexity of sixteenth century

popular Protestantism,
Hart's Epormities preceeding of the opinion
that predestination, calling and election is abso-

solute in man as it 1s in God was & defense of free

will couched in theologloal argument, attacking the
concept of predestination in intelleotual terms and
considering its implications for the Covenant

between God and man, the concept of divine omnipotence
and the quality of divine justice. It, in turn,
provoked an equally intellectual refutation by John
Bradford whose work is now our sole source for the
A:the t:o. Qoﬁzazﬁls%%igbr Iﬁfb?fg%%1§§?£ﬁé§?
RF%E%%%E%El “Notes on English ﬁrinting in the Low
Countries, 1&?1-15&0“ The Libpra fourth series,

Vol, IX {1928), pp. 139-163 indicates the extent
of oontaots between English and continental heretics.

.I éi raferences ars given by Horst in his
dootor ssertation. A br et gummnry is presented
liams, op. oit., pp.
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arguments of this no longer extant treatise. An

earlier work entitled A Godly Newe Short Treatise,

however, is completely devotional in tone, dealing
with the regenerative power of the spirit and the
necessity of subjection to the will of God.73 Not
only is the work devoid of theologlcal argument

but it 18 definitely anti-intellectual, a charac-
teristic of Hart's thought also revealed at his
examination. "Faith!, he told the ecclesiastical
officials, "“wag not érounded upon learned meﬂ for
all errors were brought in by learned men', The
contrast between Hart's theologloal treatise on
elaection and devotional Short Treatise, together with
the anti-intellectualism of his trial teastimony,
raflects the complex inter-action and subtle inter-
mingling of continental and native influences that
charaoterized muoh sixteenth century English Pro-
testant thought. But, while Hart's Lollard back-

ground may have made him especially sensitive to

T2
John Bradford, Writings (Cambridge. Parker
Soclety, 1853 » Vol. I, pp. 319-327,.

73
a8'1‘0 12887

C.B. Burrage, Early English Dissenters
(London: Russell and Russell, 1967), Vol. II, p. 2.
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Anabaptist influences with thelr stress on the
importance of the ethioal message of the gospel,

the theological tone of his work on election has no
parallel in native heretical tradition. Clearly,
there were ideas circulating in English popular
Protestant communities that had no roots in medieval
Lollardy.

' Some sixteenth century English heretics held
anti-trinitarian opinions that were definitely
outside of the mainstream of native bellief. The
fifteenth century Lollards, like William Thorpe,

had emphatically insisted on their orthodoxy with
respect to the trinity, maintaining that "all three
Persons are even in power, in ounning and in might',
Although there were several scattered cases of
persons detected for Arian opinions during the later
Middle Ages in Eggland, these were definltely 1so-
lated instances, In the sixteenth century, however,
at least three persons recelved sufficlent notoriety
for thelr anti-trinitarian beliefs to be mentioned
in contemporary sources by name. The most famous

of these was Usorge van Paris, a Dutch physician

Pollard (ed), Fifteenth Century Prose,
PP 102-112.
7

Full references are given in E. Willbur, A
History of Unitarianism (cambridge: Harvard University,
Press, 1952).




80

burned as an Arian in 1549. Claiming Scriptural
sanction for his beliefs, Van Paris argued that it
was impoasible for an everlasting, immortal, incom-
prehensible God to partake of the visibility and
mortality of human flesh. Since Jesus was subject
to the infirmities of human nature, he could not

be God. Supporting his opinions with Scriptural
citations, he concluded that Christ was merely

"the first begotten. . . among many brothers', At
ﬁia examination he refused elther to recant 6r to
agree that his opinions were heretical.77 A London
butcher named George Jonson and John Assheton, &
sometime cleric, held similar views, Examined in
1548, Assheton told Archbishop Cranmer that 'the
Trinlty of Persons was established by the oodfession
of Athanasius' and lacked Scriptural sanction,

He contended that the Holy Spirit "is not God but
only a certain power of the Fatherﬁ and that Jesus

was & ‘'Holy Prophet" who could not be God because

7
J. Progtor, The Fall of the Late Arrian
(London: 15&93 STc ~204063 John Philpot, "An Apology
written for spitt ng on an Arian' in Strype, Ecec-
lesiastical Memorials, Vol, III,.Pt, III, p. 301;
Wriothesley, Vol., 11, p. 47; Strype, Cranmer p. 258;
Wilkins, Vol. 1V, g 44; Letters and apers Addenda,
Vol. I, #809, p. 281, Vol, XVILI, #5458, p. 310,
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78
“he was seen, and lived and thirsted'. Unlike

Van Paris, both Jonson and Assheton recanted and
escapad execution.

Like anti-trinitarianism, the belief that
any pérson who committed a sin after baptism could
not be saved had parallels in both the primitive
Church and continental Anabaptism but none in English
medieval heresy. 1t was evidently widespread in
mid-sixteenth century England, however, and Thomas
Cotsforde recalled meeting a woman brought to the
brink of despailr by a conviotion of her own inevl-
table damnation. A large number of persoga in
Bishop Hooper's diocese shared her concern, ° while
many of the tweng{-four Flemish Anabaptists arrested
in 1535 did too, It is impossible to account for
the prevalence of either anti-trinitarianiam or this

belief in the damnation of sinners after baptism
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S8trype, Cranmer, Vol, I, p. 2553 Wilkins,
Vol, IV, p. 41; cf, lbur, op. cit., P. 170;
Robinson (ed), Original Letters, Vol. I, p. 66.

Thomas Cotsforde, Introdgotion to his
translation of The Accompt and Rekenynge and Con-
fession of the Faith o% Eu d w u

aneva: 1555) ,'ﬁ‘é“asi'uﬁ!;'of. ;jfig; ri st',! “Thomas

Cottesford's Two Letters", The Library, Vol..XI
(195636 PP, 44-47, : .

6 Rovinson (ed), Original Letters, Vol. I,
Pe 65, _
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Stow, Chronicle, p. 1004; Letters and Papers
Vol, XVIII, #5k6, p. 317; Vol. XV, #4908, p. 21i7.
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on the basis of aimilarities with native Lollard
tradition because there were none, It is possibdble,
however, that the popularity of these ideas is too
easily over-estimated, Although contemporary wit-
nesses frequently complained of the popularity of
anti-trinitarianism, only three offenders are men-
tioned in sources by namas, and of these three Van
Paris was a Dutchman and Johson was Flemiash, Only
Assheton was a native Englishman, It is hardly
conceivable that a notorious heretical belief that
atruck at one of the major points of Christian falth
would have escaped mention had it been more wide-
spraad, Like Lutheranism and other Anabaptiast ideas,
it 1is poaaible'that anti-trinitarianism and the
belief in the damnation of baptized rinners attracted
more interest than actual adherents. Yet the ad-
monitions of Nicholas Ridley, warning his Norwich
clergy to bes on guard against them, indicate that
contemporary ecclesiastical authorities considered
them a sargous enough threat to warrant constant
vigilence, 2 English popular Protestant thought

was sufficliently complex to defy easy analysis in

82
Ridley, Articles to be inguired of. . . in
the diocesse gi Rorwich.



this respect. As William Turner pointed out,
sixteenth century heresy was a '“seven-headed hydra"
made up of much that was old toéether with new |

83
ideas equally dangerous.,

83
Turner, A Preservative or Triacle.



CHAPTER III
POPULAR PROTESTANT COMMUNITIES

Although an occassional isolated heretic
was detected, popular Protestantism was a community
phenomena, Almost all heretios lived or had re-
gular contact with persons who shared their rell-
gious views, Without statistical data 1t 1s of
course impossible to accurately assess the numerical
strength of popular Protestantiam in the firsat
half of the sixteenth century. The general im-
pression given by contemporary sources 1la that
the numter was large and getting larger. Wrlting
from London in 1511, Andrew Ammonio remarked that
avery day there are a great number of heretlcs
éo make bonfires for us, and still their numbers
continue to grow“.1 In his sermon to convocation,

John Colet noted'the inoreasing opposition of

1l
H.C, Porter (ed), Erasmus and Cambridget the

Cambridge Letters of Erasmus, tranS. DeFe3, Thomson
lToronto: Tt T

University o oronto Press, 1963); P. 125,
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2
heretics throughout the country, and even Thomas

More, who usually considered these estimates
greatly exaggerated, agreed that the membership of
heretical groups had "“recently increased consi-
derably“,3 later addihg that the titles of for-
bidden Books were themselves sufficiently numerous
to fill a book.a The anonymous author of the

Grey Friar's Chronicle agreed with Colet that

the spread of heresy left no county untouched,5
while John Longland, Bishop of Lincoln, noted with
alarm in 1521 that there were 'no small number"

of heretics in his own diooese.6 Richard Hilles
wrote to Heinrich Bullinger that few people took
note of Robert Barnea! exeoution, '“for 1t is no

new thing to see man hanged, quartéred or beheaded"

for religious offenses, A London churchmanls

2
J.He Lupton, A Life of John Colet, D,D. (Londont
George Bell and Sons, 1909), p. 238,

3
Thomas Mora, Tha Apologye gﬁh r Thomns More
Knyght, ed. Arthur Tafl iI%ndon: i EngliahText
§ocieay, 1930}, p. 18 5.
The Confutacyon of Tyndales answere made by
Thonas Hore knyght [Londont William Rastell,
I 2 18679,

J.G. Nichols (ed), Chronicle of the Orey Friars
of London (London: Camden Soociety, IBSZ), p. U8,

Hharhﬁrat, op. ocit,, P. 166,
T
Letters and Papers, Vol. XVI, #578, p. 271,
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similar belief that suspect religiouas opiniens had
“orept into avery corner of the ocourt. . . even inte
éhe privy chlmber",a was supported by Ambassador
Chapuys oblarvatién that England was full of heresy.g
The difficulties of making any numerical estimate
are further compounded by the fact that many heretlcs
chose not to reveal themselvea, William Lancaster,
for instance, admitted that he only received the
Sacrament ragularily out of fear of the "spocch of
the people', while John Chapman 'did craep to the
cross more for company than for de\'rotion“.11 "What
a rabble of new found scatterors there bé", John
Philpot lamented, ‘''such a sort as never at once have
besn heard of in one realm".la
The two most striking'reatureu of these herctiocal
groups were the extent of kinship and the important
role of women, All available evidence points to the
importance of kinship as a determining factor in the
membership and organigzation of popular Protestant

communities, Many persons were literally born

8
Foxe, Vol., V, p. U474,
9

ldLettogn and Papers, Vol. VIII, #1, p. 2,

Foxe, Vol. V, p. 39.
11

Letters and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 308,

Strype, Egolesiastical Memorials, Vol. III,
Pv. IXII, p. 371,
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heretics for, as Miles Hogarde pointed out, "the
parents being infected with heresy the child must
follow the same“.13 Thus it 18 not surprising to
learn that Joan'Lashford, who claimed to have been
an opponent of transubstantiation at the age of "
eleven, was the daughter of two convicted heretioa,l
and that the ten year old daughter of John Wiley
who could recite the entire twenty-fourth chapter
of the gospel acscording to Matthew by heart was

a member of an entire family arrested in 1532 on
charges of refusal to observe Lenten fasting and
reading forbldden books.15 Even persons converted
in later life received thelr first introduction to
Protestant ideas from their relatives. John Pykas,
a Kent heretic detected in 15627, told hia'examinera
that "about five years last past at a certain time
his mother. . . sent for him and moved him that he
should not believe in the Sacraments of the Church",

giving him an English copy of the Epistles of St, Paul

13
uuogtrde, The Displaying of the Proteatantes,
1
Foxe, Vol, VII, p. 715} of. Strype, Ecclesias-
tical Msmorials, Vol, I, Pt. I, p. 122,
15
Foxe, Vol, V, pp. 42-43,
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and bidding him live "after the manner and way of
the gospela".16 Thomas Hempsted, examined at the
same time, first learned to say vernacular prayers
from his wife,l and John Hacker claimed to have
learned "“all and singulag his errors and heresles'
from his'father-in-law.l Of thirty-seven memberé
of the heraetical community detected in Bumatead

in 1528, at least thirty had one or more relatives
in the group and of these a total of twenty-nine
were members of Jjust four ramilies.lg Similarly,
Edward Freese was burned in 1531 with his brother
and aister-in-law,ao vwhile Thomas Patmore, examined
in the same year, had a brother who spent three
years in prison for advocating cleriocel marraige
and, as parson of Hadham, performing a wedding cere-
mony for a fellow priest.al Further, members of
heretiocal communities often chose their mates from

among other heretics, James Bainham, acoused of

16

Stryge, Eccleslantical Memorials, Vol. I,
Pt, II, P.

aIbid.; Vol. I, Pt. II, Pe 61.
1
Ibid., Vol. I, Pt. I, p. 115.
19
Ipid,, Vol. I, Pt. X, pp. 113.134; Foxs,
Vol, V, p. 4l.
20
Foxe, v01. IV, Pe 695.
21
Ibid.’ Vol,. v) PP. 35-37.
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heresy during the reign of Henry VIII, married the
widow of Simon Fish, author of the anticlerical
pamphlet A Supplication of Beggars,aa and John
Hacker, detected in Kent in 1527, married a woman
whose father was burned for heresy in 1513, Her
sister also marriaed a man active in the heretlical
community in Kent.23

Pealings of kinship were frequently extended
to nonfrelativea through the use of terms like
"brother“-and sigster" to refer to fellow members
of heretioal géoups. ‘Thomas Hempated, for instance,
confessed in 1528 that when Richard Fox and John
Tybal, two figures influential in herstical activities
in Kent, found out that he knew the Lord's Prayer
in English they called him "broether in Christ",
an appellation used by Lollards in the fifteeﬁth
oantury.zu Both Cuthbert Tunstall and Thomas More
commented on the existense of such heretical

a5
"brotherhoods" in London, and Miles Hogarde rsmarked

23
Strype, Ecclesiastical Memorials, Veol, I,
Pt. I,up. 115,
2
Ibid., Vol. I, Pt. II, Pe 61.
25
Charles Sturge, Cuthbert Tunstall (New York:
Longmans, Green and Co,, 15335. P. 128; Thomas More,

The Apologye of Syr Thomas More Knyght (Londont
WIiiIggfﬁﬁibeI; 53§17‘EI§ET'E.II¥E‘I.11.
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that the heretics he had observed often rgferred
to one another as '“‘mother, sister, son".2 Likewise,
a 1555 bvallad commemorating the death 6: the heretic
Robert Glover noted that he considered his fellow
heretio Laurence Saunders a ‘'‘brother true".a7

This impertance of klnlﬁip ties within these
popular Protestant communities was further empha-
sized by the relatively large role played by women
within heretical groups, a role reflective of their
important position within the family unit but made
all the more striking when compared with thelir
general social status and the relatively small pole
accorded them within the established church, Six.
teanth century women, like their medieval predecessors,
were expected to keep in the background and the
ignorance resulting from a lack of education rein-

28
forced the popular belief that they were inferior.

26
2 Hogarde, The Displaying of the Proteatantes.
'
H.E. Rollins (ed), Old Enﬁlgah Ballads
%32&- 625 (Cambridge: CaﬁbFIEke niversity Press,
2; Pe 43; Ezyan wilgon, ;An Analysis of Sect
Development erican Soci igcal Review, Vol,.
XXIV (1959),’p. 14 Indicates gha% aucg paeudo-
kinship ties are a common feature of sectarian
religigua groups in all periods,
2

Good studies on the role of women in the Tudor
period include Wallace Notestein, "The English Woman,
1580-1650", in J.H. Plumb (ed), Studies in Social
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English nunneries were virtually moribund in the

later Middle Ages and theza was no place for them
9
in the sixteenth century. Primitive and medieval

seots, however, had included a large number of women
heretics, accepting them on an equal footing with

men and even allowing them to serve as preachers
30
and ministers. This was the gase in the sixteenth

century also., The two most notorious heretics of

Histor i 8 Zg;buto Trevelyan (London: Longmans,
reen and c 955 ; Foneii % ish Domestic

Relations -16 New York: Columbia niveraity

Presa, 1 17 ’ espeoially pp. 147-178; Mildred Camp-

bell, The English Yeoman under Elirzabeth and the

Early Stuarts iﬂew Haven: Yale Unlversity Frass,

s Pe 270, which gives some useful information on
the education of country wives, For a contemporary
opinigg, see Bale, Seleot Works, p. 147.

The authorative work is Eileen Power, Medieval

English Nunneries (Cambridge: Cambridge University
Press, 1§§2], eapeoially pp. 246-251,
: 30

On the role of women in sectarian groups see
Ronald Knox, Enthusiasm (Oxford: Oxford University
Press, 1950), pp. 20, 55, 319; Norman Cohn, The
Pursuit of the Millenium (New York: Harper and Row,

pp. 165-166, 203 3, 293; Keith Thomas, 'Women
and the Ciyil War Seots' Paut and Present, Vol.
XIIX (1958); D, Obolensk:y “The Bogomlls: a Study in
Balka neo-Hani haeanism am rIage: Cambridge Uni-
vera y Press, §§EB], PP. 50, 13? 199, 201; Stephen
Runciman, The Medieval Manichae (Cambridge: Cambridge
University Press, 1355), PP. 15, 18-19, 131 deals
with the woman's role as preacher and confessor among
Catharist heretics in eastern and western Europe,
Bryan Wilsen, Sects d Society (Berkeley: University
of California Press reaa,g?§ 5 & atudy of modern
religious groups in which.women play a large rolse.
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the Tudor period, Anne Askew and Joan Bocher, were
both women., Wives were frequently deteoted with
their husbands and, as in the case of Thomas Hemp-
stead, were sometimes inatrumental in their conver-
aion.31 A group of forty-four persons examined in
Bumstead in 1528 included three widows, seven wives
detected with their husbands, one wife detected
alone, and six apparently unmarried women, A similar
group of forty-three suspect persons examined in
Bybrook in the same year included one widow, eleven
wives detected with their hushands, one wife detected
without her husband, and four unmarried women.32

The wives of nine persons in Aldermanbury parish in
London were datected with their husbands in 1541,33
and at least five, and possibly more, of the twenty-
four Dutoh immigrants examined as Anabaptiats in

1535 were women.u Although there is no record of

women preaching in England before the mid-seventeenth

31
Strype, Ecclesiastical Memorials, Vol., 1
Pt, II, p. 61; Esttega and Fagera, Vol. 1V, #MB%O,
p. 2095.
32

Foxe, VYol, V, pp. 41-42,

3
uIbid., Vol. V, p. 448,
3
28 Stow, Chronicle, p. 1004; Wriothesley, Vol. I,
Pe .
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oentury,35 John Lambert, burned for heresy in 1538,
advocated 1t,36 and women regularly provided
refuge and food for fugltive heretics., Elizabeth
Statham, for instance, housed & number of suspeot
preachers in her home in 8t, Mary Magdalen parish
in London,37 while heretics in Kent frequented the
homes othwo women known as Mother Bocher and Mother
Charte.3 In these cases, the use of an appellation
denoting kinship underscores the importance of the role
of both family ties and women in heretical communities,
It was in private homes like Mother Charte's,
whether owned by men or womsn, that sixtecenth cen-
tury English Protestants regularily met, always
informally, sometimes for dinner, usually followed
by a Seriptural) reading and disocussion. John

Tybal, & Colcheater heretic examined in 1528, told

35
R. Barclay, The Inner Q%E%.of the Religious
Societies of the Commonwealth ndont Hodder and
Btaughton, 1879), ppP. 155-150 contends that the
first preaching Englishwomen appearsd sometime
before 1641 and that the custom was probably
broughg into the sountry by Dutch Anabaptists,

Foxe’ v01. V, PDP. 181'2190
37
BIbid.’ VO].. V, p. 1““4.
3
Strype, Ecclesiastiocal Memorials, Vol, I,
Pt, II, p. 53; Letters and Papers, Vol. 1I, #4850,
Pe 2023- . .

The private conventicle was a common ferm
of organization among medieval heretics including
Lollards and sectarians generally; of. Joachim Wach,
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his examiners that he and three other persons

gouped at John Pykas?! house whereas they three
communed together of many and diverse artiocles',

London heratics regularily assembled at John Raw -
linges house whlile Robert Necton, a confessed

dealer in heretical books examined by Cuthbert Tunstall
in 1528, admitted having “read diverse times 1n the

New Testament in English“'in privaﬁe homas throughout
the diocese of London and Norwich, 1 Bishop Longland
complained to Cromwell in 1536 that throughout the
countryside people 'assemble many times together

and "“read English books all dﬁy", a complaint supported
by Bishops Hooper and Ridley. ¢ Elizabeth Warne was
arrested at one such meeting in a house in Stratford-

3
le-bow churchyard in 1555, and eight persons in
the London parish of 8t, Matthew were charged with

Sociology of Religion (Chicago: Phoenix Books, 1962)
Pe 3 Max Weber, The Sociology of Religion "trans..
Ephraim Fischoff (Boston: Beacon Preas, fysui, DPP.
05-7250Leff, op. cit., Vel, II, p. 575.

Strype, Ecclesiastiocal Memorials, Vol, I,
Pe. Iﬁi Pe. 53.

Letters and Papesrs, Addenda, Vol, I, #809,
p. 281; Strype, Ecoleslaatical Memorials, Vol. I,
Pt. Iﬁé pp. 64-65,

Letters and Papers, Vol, X, #804, p. 339;
Robinson (ed), QEEQIEEI'E;ttern. P. 65; Nicholas
Ridley, Articles to be Inquired of in the Visitation
of thE’DIooese of Tondon iﬂsndon: 15507, sI¢ 10247

3

Foxe, Vol. V, pp. 342-343,
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heresy '"for gathering together in the evening' and
liateniﬁg to "111 preaohera“.uu A large group in
Aldermanbury ﬁariuh was exaﬁined in the same year
on similar charges,u while an un-named Kent
heretic detected in 1528 confessed that he attended
private Soriptural readings in the homes of aix
different per:mna.u6 S8uch mestings wers not confined
to private homesa, however, and contemporary records
indicate that there was ‘much speaking against

the sacraments and the méss even in the straets of
London,u while occasionally bold preachers would
_hold public meetings that attractied large crowds,
Henry Daunce, a London bricklayer, ‘'used to presach
the word of God in his own house 1n‘his garden,

where he set & tub to a tree', attracting large

Ly
Ibid., Vol. V, p. 446,
45

46
letters and Papers, Vol. 1V, #4850, p. 2095,
Similar complainis Ioggea against fifteanth century
Lollard heretics further indicate the continuity
within English heretical religious thought, 8ee the
text of the act "De Haeretico Comburendo' in Gee
and Hn$dy (eds), .op. cit., p. 134,

Ibid., Vol., V, p. 448,

Queen Mary's first proclamation atout religion
complained of much preaching and interpretation by
porsons “after their own brains' in toth public and
private,. Wilkins, Vol, IV, p. 86; of. A Proclamation

against the unreverent disputers and talkers of the
Sacrament (London: R, Grafton, 1547), SIC 1612,
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crowds rﬁgortedly ranging upwards of one thousand

persons, Bishop Hooper, likewise, complalned

that Longon Anabaptists disputed openly during hils
9

sermons, Such occurences were, however, likely

to prove dangerous and such meetings were best
confined to the more usual places of assembly,
eapecially public taverna, Thomas Skygges,

arrested for heresy in 1546, had met frequently with
"divers young men' in taverns to discuss mattors
that earned him a'reputation as a '"common talker of
Soripture",Bo and the large nunber of similar cases
provoked é royal proclamation complaining of the
"erroneous and fantastical opinions" discussed in
ﬁdpon places, taverns and alehouaau".s1 Coloheater
6rr101ala evidently considered the ﬁituation serious
anough to warrant an ordinance prohibiting assemblies

52
in taverns after eight o'clock in the evening.

r—,

48
Hriothealey§ Vol. I, pp. 82-83; Hogarde, The
r

Disglaiing of the Protestantes; tters and Pafarn,
Ol ug ? #sgu, D. 225, UOI. XIV’ ) ppo 1 - 3.
Robinson (ed), Original Letters, p. 65.

50 : :
Letters and Papers, Vol., XXI, #836, p, 411,

51
A Proclamation against heretical books (London:
R, Grafton, 153B8); Strype, Eoclesiaatical Memorials

Vol, II, Pt. II, p. 342; Cranmer, Vol. I, p. 99,
Vol. II, p. 686.
2

W.G. Benham (ed), The Red Paper Book of
Colchester (Colchester: Essex County Standard, 1902),
Pe. 23.
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Although such meetings, both public and private,
were informal, they did have a leader who provided
direction and guidance, functioning in the capacity
of preacher and teacher.53 As was the case in BO
many medieval heretical communities, this leader
was often an apostate priest or friar, b although
some were apparently simple laymen, Eoclesiastical
authorities in Kent noted that some persons ''did
take upon them t0 minister which were no priésts“,
and many of these were evidently employed in othér
oooupationn.55 Miles Hogarde, for instance,
attended an heretical meeting led by a man known
to his followers as Father Brown but described not
as & priest but as a “broker“.56 Once again, the

use of the title "Father" undoracored the importance

On the role of the leader in religious sects,
sea Joaghim Wach, Types of Riéifggua Experience:
Christian a non-Ch tia hicago: Univeraity
of higago ress, 1951}, p. 205,

5

See Cohn, op. oit., p. 60; Letters and Papers
Vol, IX, #230, p. 763 Foxe, Vol. VII, pp. 771-85;
Muller {ed), Letters, p. 170; F.R.H. Du Boulay, "The
Quarrelibetween the Carmelite Friars and Secular.

Clergy of London, 1464-1468", Journal of Ecclesias-
tical g;;togg, Vol. VI, pp..156-17%,
5

56Lettera and Papers, Vol., XVIII, #546, p. 301,
Hogarde, The Displaying of the Protestantes.
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of kinship ties within the hsretical community and
was a fairly common appellation. John Hacker, for
example, was known to the heretics detected in Kent
in 1528 as "Pather Hacker" and he regularily spent
much time giving religioui instruction in various
private homes, Robert Necton, himself sometimes

a reader of Soripture at such maeetings, told his
examiners that he heard Hacker speak "of proepheoles'
and "diverse articles' in a sermon foilowing a '
Soriﬁtural reading in'a house in Colchaater.57 Like-
wise, a Flemish immigrant named Bastiane was known
as "binhog and reader'' to suapescted London Anabaptists
in 1540, while Nioholau Field regularily expounded
Soripture before a group of about ten persons in
John Taylor's house 1n London.59 In the same home,
John Ryburn admitted to hearing two hour germons on
the Passion delivered by one John Simons, ° while

Thomas Hytton supposedly had a number of "congre-

5T

Strype, Bocolesiastical Memorials, Vol. I,
Pt. ng pp 6h R e, SREREARAN

letters and Papers, Addenda, Vol. I, #809,

P. 281.”

9
Foxe, Vol, IV, p. 584,
60

Ibid., Vol. IV, p. 583.
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gations'! that he visited regu%arily, giving members
both instruction and comfort, : Likewise, Henry
Hart, Cole of Faversham and (eorge Broderldge were
recognized as teachers by the Free-Willers of Kent
in 1550.62

An equally familiar and important figure in
heretical circles was the itinerant preacher, a
constant source of irritation to ecclesiastical
authorities, Like Thomas Man who travelled throughout
the sountry to convert over seven hundred persons
in the early sixteenth century,63 these wandering
preachers helped to provide contact between otherwise
soattered local sectarian groups, their popularity
proving the source of considerable alarm on the part
of the authorities., An itinerant preacher named
Swynnerton, for instance, attracted such a following
in the diocase of Lincoln in 1536 that Bishop Longland
was noticeably frightened, complaining to Cromwell
that '"wherever this priest preaches they have monition

one from another, though it be 8ix or eight miles

61
6 More, Confutacyon, sig. B,1iii.
2

6 Burridge, op. ¢it., Vol. II, p. 2.
Foxe, Vol. V, p. 208,
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o4
off, to be with him', William Cowbridge

travelled throughoui Essex, preaching and attracting
large orowdsf vwhile a group of Free-Willers from
Kent went over to Essex to enoouragg the establish-
ment of similar communities there. These wandering
preachers were frequently the subJject of prohibitory
1egislation.6

A lesser, but very important, role in heretiocal
communities was filled by those persons who provided
shelter for fugitive heretics and wandering preachers
or maintained heretical writers and teachers, John
Toftes, for example, was clited by eccleslastical
authorities as a notorious '"maintainer of heretics
and of persons who have madé themselves priests and
were none", and he had apparently provided lodgings
and finanéial aaggatanoe for Joan Bocher and other

suspect persons. Similarly, William Smith, a

64
¢ Letters and Papers, Vol. X, #804, p. 339.
5

Foxe, Vol. V, pp. 251-253; of, T.W. Davids,
Annals of Evangelical Non-Conformity in the County
géGEaaex (Londont Jackson, Walford, and Hodder,
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Strype, Ecolesiastioal‘Memoriala, Vol, I1I,
Pt, Ié P. 370,
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See, for example, A, Clark (ed), Linceln

Diogese Documents, 1l450-1544 (London: Early English
1 E§Iﬁ 96,

Text ggo ety, }> P.

Letters and PaperS, Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 312,
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London tailor, lodged Richard Bayfield and several
other heretics in his home in 1531,69 and Andrew
Hewet lived two days in John Chapman's London house
after escaping from prison where he was awaltling
examination on charges of hereay.To John Stacy,
detected in Kent in 1528, kept a man in his house
who was tranblating the Apocalypse into English.71
Women like Elizabeth Statham {requently served 1in
this capacity within heretical groupa.72
Although a contemporary witness claimed that
no class was spared from the infection of herasy,
the membership of popular Protestant communities
included few members of the upper claases.73 This
does not mean that all heretics came from the lower
classes, however, and there is some indication that
the most notorious heretics like Anne Askew recelved

Th
support from persons influentisl in court ocircles,

69
Foxe, Vol. 1V, pp. 680-688; of, Vol, V
PP. 3?6 43 ‘nu- ’ ’

IIbid., VOJ.. V, p. 16.
7
Strype, Ecclesiastical Memorials, Vol, I,
Pt. Iaapp. 115-110, :
7

Foxe, Vol. V, p. 440,

3
7uLettggg and Papers, Vol, XXI, #1227, p. 608,

éale, Selest Works, p. 222,
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In addition, three of the six persons examined with
her were noted to be ‘'gantlemen", George Blage

being desoribed as "a man of fair lands", Simi-
larly, Thomas More éomplained of the asupport given

to the forbidden book trade by wealthy '"brethren',
but the bulk of the evidence indicates that such
complaints were largely exaggerated and it 1s 1likely
that as Henry Brinkelow lamented, "stiff-necked"

rich eitizens had little interest in Protestant
thought or the message of the gospel.77 Most con-
temporary witnesses agreed that heretics were

usually poor. The French ambassador, for example,
desoribed heretics exgouted in 1540 as persons 'of
very low condition'’”, while a group of peraons.
arrested for violaéion of the Six Articles in York had
to be released from prison because they were too poor
to sue for and purchase a pardon.79 Further, the

large number of heretios in London must have come

5
Wriothesley, Vol, I, p. 167.

Thomas More, T . o Supper
of the Lova (Longon: Bhlrencke 11, isiﬁ o
18077, sig. A.V.

7
7BBrinkolow, Lamentacyon, p. 79.
Letters and Papers, Vol. XV, #651, p, 310.

9
Nicholas Pocock, ‘'‘Papers of Arohbiahog uslgate,
14%

15478 ish H;stg:igal Review, Vol.
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mostly from the poorest classes since the bulk of
the city's population oonsigged of unemployed persons
too poor to even pay taxes, Significantly, no
members of the five London parishes with the largest
total charitable bequests in the middle of the
sixteenth century wvwere examined in the extensive
hereay investigations assoclated with violations of
the Six Articles, while the four poor parishes of
8t. Andrew Hubbard, Holy Trinity, St. Michael Queen-
hithe, and St, Margaret Fish Street acgounted for
fifteen suapeotu.el Many of these poor citizens,
especially in London were artisans, an ococupational
group that was also instrumental in the spread of
both medieval heresy and continental Anabaptism.e

An examination of thirty-elght suspected heretlos
from different areas detected between 1531 and 1535

80
On urban poverty in sixteenth century London,
see the comments of Christopher Hill, Reformation to
Industrial Revolution (Baltimore: Penguin Books, 1969),

Pe Esélo?. Brinkelow, Lamentacyon, p. 90,

W.X. Jordan, The Charities of London, 1480-1660
(London: George Allen and Unwin, 1360], pp. 34,55;
Poxe,egol. V, pp. 543-548.

Sylvia Thrupp, The Merchant Class of Medieval
London (Ann Arbor: University of Michigan Press, 1967),
contends that the bulk of London's sixteenth century
population probably consisted of artisans and merchants,
On the role of artisans in medieval heresy and con-
tinental Anabaptism, see Cohn, op. ocit., pp. 28-29
and AP, Mellink, De Wederdopers in De Noordeli jke
Nederlanden, 1531-154% {Groningent J.B. Walters, 1953),
PP. 362-3660
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for whom specific occupational information 1is 83
avallable indicates that twenty-two were artisans,
Of sixteen persons detected in London for whom 81
occupational data 18 provided, eight were artisans,
while another twelve persona for whom no speciflic
information 1is givenagad surnames indicative of an
artistic baockground.

In the areas outside of London, clothworkers formed
a large part of the heretical population. In 1550, for
example, Sir (George Norton, the sheriff of Essex,
received orders from Archbishop Cranmer to agreat a
number of clothworkers on charges of heresy. ° Simi-
larly, at least eighteen of twenty-nine male horetics
detected by thher Hacker in 1528 were tailors and
clothworkers, ! Since spinning was originally a
woman's ocoupation, it is likely that the widowed

and unmarried female heretios detected at the same

83
euFoxe, VOl. v) PP« 29-36.

g Ibid., Vol, V, pp. 443-448,
5

Ibid., Vol. V, pp. 443-448., Although in
many oases surnames were hereditary and not reflective
of occupation by the mid-sixteenth century, most
persons with ococupational surnames were still prao-
titioners of the trades indicated., See E, Eckwall,
Studies on the Population of Madieval London (Stoock-
EoIm:aglmqufzit and WikallY, 1956), p. 1xvii,

Strype, Cranmer, Vol, I, p. 335.

Strype, Ecclesiastical Memorials, Vol, I,
Pt, II, pp. 53-05,
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88
time were also oonnected with the weaving industry.

Like their London artisan counterparts, these rural
weavers and tailors were scarcely prpsperous.
Suffolk textlle workers captured their economic
desperation when they oomplained that the weaving
industry “i{s already decayed in so much that no man
in these ﬁarts will put their children to that
occupat:ion“8 and artisans in country towns evidently
possessed iess than ten percent of the wealth, many
being so poor that they owned no assessable goodn.go
A further reflection of the importance of these
artisans within popular Protestant communities was
the pppearance of the merchant and talilor as a hero
in heretical literature, A 1534 anticlerical tract
entitled The Bopk of Marghauntes typically contrasted
the dishonesty and greed of prelates who traffiocked

88
On women in thg weaving 1nduagry, see Alice

clark, Working Life o Women in the evgniegntg Centur

(New York: roourt, Brace and Howe, P. 53-

103 and Eileen Power, '"The Position or Homen

C. Crump and E,F. Jacob (eds), The Legacy of. the
Middle Ages (Oxford: Clarendon Press, 6¥, pp. 401-
34, On the importance of cloth workers among German
sectarians and the relative 1m?ortanoe of women in
such groups, see C,P. Clasen, "lhe Sooiology 3r Swabian

Anabaptium“ Churgh History, Vbl XXXII (1963
PP. 130-1 0.

R H. Tawney and Eileen Power (eds), Tudor

Economio Dgoumegta (London: Longmanu Green and Co,
» D. 342, ‘ ’ ’

Julian Cornwall, "English Country Towns in

the %522?" Economic History Review, Vol. XV (1962),
pp. 63-67..
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in spiritual offices with the honesty and integrity
of merchants and artisans whose conduct revealed
them to be true Christians.gl Likewlse, Anthony
Scoloker'!s translation of Hans Sachs' German
dialogue, printed in 1548 under the title A Goodly

e ———————  E————————t  SE—

Popish Person, praised the simple plety and humble

virtue of the artisan, favorably contrasting him
with the vanity and insincerity of the Catholic
prlest.g2

English sixteenth century heretiocs were not
only poor but usually uneducated as well, Many
people noted the poor grammar and uncouth style of
heretical writings, 3 while others remarked about
the appeaﬁ of Protestant ideas to the "lewd and

simple”, Bishop Gardiner noted that the '"unlearned"

9l
The Book of Marchauntes right negessary unto

all gg%EEE (London: Thomas Godfraye, i1534), STIC 3321,

9 Hereford, _O_Eo 9_;-_!:'_0' PP. 51"5“.
3

Laurence (ed), Authentic Doguments, p. 35;
of., Hoge, Supper of the Lord, sig. G.i.
9
John Veron in his introduction to an English
translation of Heinrich Bullinger, An Holsome Anti-

dotus or oountergoxaon against the pestilent heres
and sect of the Anabaptists ndon: Humphrey Powell,
IEFB,, 3TC 4059; of, %Ettera and Papers, Vol, XXI,
#836, p, M1,
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vwere constantly attracted to heresy,gsand Bisghop
Longland contended that the itinerant preacher
Swynnerton appealed most to "light people".96 The
Londen bricklayer and preachér Henry Daunce admitted
that he tried to learn to read several times without
suooeaa,g7 while a note in the margin of the recorded
testimony of the suspected heretic Richard Moore
reported that 'this man is simple and allegeth to
learn the same of others". °

The nacessity of 1aéu1ng repeated prohibitions
againat the spread of heretical books, however,
indicates that not all sectarians were illiterate.
Certainly by the end of the fifteenth century most
London guilds required their memberas to be able to
read, and Thomas More's contention that over forty
percent, and perhaps as many as sixty percent, of the

population could read was reflected in a 1543
statute forbidding the reading of the Bible by

Stephen Gardiner

Sophistry (London: 15&6)

Letters and Papers, Vol. X, #3804, p. 339.
97-

BIbid., Vol. XXI, #836, p. 411.
98T

Ibid,, Vol. XXI, #0836, p. 411,

A Detection of the Devil's
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39
women, artificiers, serving men and laborers. The

frequent condemnationa of English books only, however,
indicates that few such persons were able to read
Latin, a language deacribed as "not known' in the
royal injunctions of 1547.100 The importance of

the ''reader' in many heretical communities further
suggésta thét many persons were unable to read the
Bitle for themselves, Thomas More also noted that
many heretics complained that his books were too
long, "and therafore tedious to read“,lo1 while
Bishoplcardlner'a observation that héretioal litera-
ture appealed to the same audience that read the
tales of Robin Hood indicates a low level of reading
ability despite a high literaoy rate.loa Furthermore,
guild regulations concerning literacy were largely

inoperative in the rural areas where the clothworking

99

Simon, op. cit., P. 153 More, Apolo sig.
C.111-CC.14; J.W. Adamson, “Literacy IE_EHE*hnd in

the FAifteenth and Sixteenth.Centuries', The Library,
fourth series, Vol, X, (1930); A Proclamation. . .
to avoid and abolish all such Englishe bookes (London:
ThomaaOFartheIet, 15457,
10
Artiocles to be enquired of in the Kings
Majesties Visitations Iﬂgndon: R, Grafton, 7),
Blg. N * - .
101
loanore, Apology, sige. B.l.
Muller (ed), Letters, p. 293,
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103
industry took root, and the lack of any signifi-

cant charitable bequests for educational purposes
on the part of the artisan classes reflected thelr
apparent feeling that education was of no immediate
importance to them.lou Finally the fact that moat of
the Kent heretics who confeased to reading the Bible
in English in 1528 signed their abjurations with a
cross indicates that the abllity to decipher familiar
written words was not necessarily accompanied by the
ability to urlte.los

Uneducated, poor and likely to be either
unemployed or an artisan, the English sixteenth
century heraetic differed little from either his
Lollard predecessors or Anabaptist contemporaries,
The importance of kinship ties and the large role
of women were features of medieval heretical sects,
The formation of private conventicles by Lollard
groups throughout the fifteenth century indiocates a

continuity of organigation that paralleled the

103

10u81m°n, 920 2_1;3_:_0’ Pe 150

1 Jordan, Charities, Appendix,
05

Strype, Ecclesiastio Memorials, Veol, I
Pt. II, pp. l22rf,; Pt. II, pp. 59rf, I
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importance of native influences in the content of
popular Protestant thought. Although it is fairly
easy to draw a soclologlcal portrait of this type

for a typlcal English heretic, no heretic was ever
typical, The source materials are full enough to
reveal their own inadequacy in this respect and 1t

is unlikely that anyone will ever be able to determine
the reasons why real people became heretics, regard-
less of what might be Known about typical sociologlioal
constructs, How many heretics, for instance, shared
William Flower's confessed desire to die in making

his attack on a priest in 15557 How many others were
merely seeking what Thomas Moré described as “good
company",lo6 hoping to mitigate the loneliness of
thelr pélvate lives by Joining a olosely knit sec-
tarian community? Unfertunately, these questiona
cannot be anlweréd although an awareness of thelr
importance is necessary to & recognition of the

limits of this study.

106
More, Apology, sig., XX.i; cf, Foxe, Vol, VIII,
pp. 68-77.
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CHAPTER 1V
ENGLISH POPULAR PROTESTANTISM IN ITS
CONTEMPOBARY SETTING

Although sixteenth century English heretics
formed private conventicles for purposes of worship,
most of their lives were apent in a world essentially
hostile to their religious beliafs, Whatever the
complexity and variety of their views and motives,
all members of popular Protestant communities had
one thing in common - almost everyone consldered
them dangerous, In the opinion of both royal and
eoclesiastioal authorities, heresy was a crime and
heretics were punished as orimlnala.l This view
was reflected in the phraseoélogy of royal pardons
granted to accused heretles in the first half of

the sixteenth century, In 1546, for example, Richard

b

H.Qs Richaﬁdson, "Herg:y ang t?e Lay Power
under Richard II", English Historical Review, Vol, XI
(1936), pp. 1-28.contends that after 1352 heresy
was the Joint concern of royal and ecolesiastical
suthoritiea, and that the lay power took charge of
prosecutlion and punishment of heretios,

111
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Mannock of Suffolk received a royal pardon for
hereasies, felonies and heretical opinions and
t}ords".2 In the following year William Owskey, &
Lanooinshire serving-man, was abasolved of heresy
and "other orimes".3 An atmosphere of fear sur-
roundad religloua'heterodoxy, a fear not simply
limited to the religioua sphere but concerned with
the potentially disruptive effects of heresy on the
very fabric of society.

Ever since the Peasant's Revolt of the four-
teenth century, there had been & close assooliation
in the English public mind between religious dis-
content and soocial turmoil., Late medieval eye-
witness accounts stressed the connection between the
revolt and Lollard eucharistioc ideas and, while
recent research has clearly demonatrated that there
was no substance to auch charges, the oconnection

survived well into the sixteenth century, Nycolas

2
Letters and Papers, Vol. XXI, #332, p. 164,

3

Calendar of Patent Rolls: Edward VI (Londons
Hislﬁijeaty'l StatIonery Office, 1925}, Vol. I,
D .

The most complete acgount is Margaret Aston,

"Lollardy and Sgdition, 1381-1431", Past and Present,
Vol. XVII (1960), pp. i-nE. e =
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Lesse, for instance, maintained that the aim and

end result of all religlous change was ''the utter
confusion and subversion of whole common wealths",
Bishop Hooper agreed that heretlical opinions must

"lead to sedition and violenoe“,6 while a popular
translation of Bullinger's treatise againat the
Anabaptists described the "tumults whioh did spring

in times past’ from religidus deviation, Henry
Brinkelow oomﬁlained that the ecclesiastical authorities
condamned all gulpaoted heretics as "“causers of
insurrection', a complaint lupporte& by -Bishop Longland's
statement thﬁt the unlicensed preachers in his dio-

cese were engendering “contrariety and dissention',
William Barlow's widelﬁ read treatise on Protestaﬁt
sects described Luther and his followers as ''sedi-

tious persons' and lamented the disruptive effects

of seotarianiém, contending that all heretics were

10
invariably motivated by anarchistioc designs, Edmund

S8t. Augustine, A Worke on the Predestination
f Saints,

—_T
John Hooper, Later Wpritin ed. C, Nevinson
(Cambridge: Parke; Society, Iasgs, Pe 76:
BBullingor, An Holsome Antidotus, sig. XOO(.ii.
Brinkelow, Roderick Mors, p. 118,

9
1oclark (ed), Lingoln Digcess Doouments, p. 196,
Barlow, &-Dxiloge.
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Becke, likewise, was joined by both John Bale and

Bishop Christopherson 12 condemning Anabaptist ideas
1l
as blatantly seditious, while among native heretlocs

John Goughe, & printer, was arrested in 1543 for

sponsoring the translation of a ‘‘seditious and
: 12
erroneous' commentary on the gospels and a varied

group of ﬁeretical opinions were labelled seditious
13
by an ecoclesiastlical commission in Kent in 1546,

Many of the works of Tyndale, Barnes and Frith were
condemned as inflammatory and seditious.lu Thomas
Starksy cited the example of the German Peasant Wars
as an indication of impending danger in England,15
and the appearance of a pamphlet dealing with the

activities of the Anabaptists in Munster together

11
. %ol%ier (ed), Illustrations, p. 12; Jts.
armer (ed), Dramatic Writings of John Bale (New York:
Barnes and Noble, 1366], p. 5913 NIcholas Pooock,
"The Condition of Morals and Religious Belief in the
Reign of Edward VI", English Historical Review,
Vol. §2(1895), PP, . 41T-480,

J.R. Dasent (ed), Acts of the Privy Council
of England (London: Eyre and Spottiswoode, 1891),
va1:"§:‘5: 115,
13

Letters and Papers, Vol, XVIII, #546, p. 292,

Ibid,., Vol, V, #50, p. 24; Vol. XV, #916
P us&;.ﬁaieﬁdar of §aten§ Rolls, Vol,. I,’p. 356;

% Proclamation against heretical books (London: R.
rafton, 1538).
1

14

Thomas.Starkey, An Exhortation to the people

instructing them to unity and obedlence (Londont
homas Berthelet, 1540).
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with reports that many of John of Leyden's followers
waere headed for England did little to alleviate panic.
Fears of soclal upheaval were not limited to royal
and ecclesiastical authorities however, In Lincoln-
shire, for instance, rumors circulated that increasing
religious change would be accompanied by drastloc
changes in life style for everyone, claiming that

"all manner of prayer and fasting, all God's service
éhould utterly be destroyed and taken away, that

ne man should marry a wife or be partakers of the
Sacraments, or at length should eat a plece of roast
meat".17 Little wonder then that many felt that

"1t was a merry world before men spoke of such

ﬁnttergathat is to wit to have any reformation among

them",

'Ecolesiastiocal and royal officials were -
especially concerned with the potentially disruptive
effects of having the Bible translated into English

16

16

Letters and Papers, Vol. XV, #982, p. 386;
Trewe Newe Tydyngs.
1

Hall, p. 820,
18

A Litel Treatise ageynst the mutteringe of

some EagllEIa in corners ndons Thomas Berthelet
153 i)l 1?.70 !
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and placed in the hands of heretica., A 1542 royal
proclamation providing for vernacular 3oriptures to
be placed in every church expressly noted that these
were to "be read for devotional and inspiratlional
purposes; not disputation".lg Most churchmen were
clearly frightened by the'thought that men might
interpret the Scoriptures for themselves, John
Standish, a staunch Catholic opponent of the ver-
nacular Bible, contended that the only results of
having the Seriptures in English would be "obstinaoy,
disobedience, loss of devotion and swarms of errors
and hereaiea".ao Thomas More agreed that the result
of such reliéioua devotion was inevitable recaloi-
trance, and to expesct & man who can interpret Sorip.
ture for himself to be meek and humble "standeth as
well with reason as to make a man drunk and bid him
be uober".21 Thomas Starkey, like More, deplored

the oonrﬁaion he expected would result from everyone

19
A Progclamation for the Bible of the largest
and greatest volume to be had In every church iﬂEndon:

R. grafton, 1542),
20

John Standish, A Discourse wherin is debated
whether it is expedient that the Soripture should
S5 Y,

E% InAEn'Ilsh (London: Robert Caly, J 8T¢ 23207,
slg, :
2l

More, Confutaeyon, sig. D.iii.
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22
interpreting the Bible "after their own fantasy",

and Bishop Longland comﬁlained that in areas of
his dioocese where heretical groups regularily
assembled for Seriptural readings, robberies had
1ncreased.23 Roger Edgeworth warned that he him-
self had known some persons who were led into a life
of idleness and ¢rime through the study of Scoripture
in Engliah.au Most churchmen and royal offiocials
agreed that ''vigce, uncharitableness, lock of mercy,
diversity of'opinion and other like enormities have
reigned ever since men had the Scripture in English“.25
This fear of social upheaval was accompanied by
an equally close association in the public mind
between religious innovation and sexual licentious-
ness, There was a general feeling that all reli-
gious heretics were 'full of wild liberty".26 that

freadom to lnterpret'the Seripture was accompanied

22
Starkey, An Exhortation, p. 24,

23
uClark (ed), Lingoln Diogese Documents, p. 196,
2

Quo{ed in J.W, Blench, xTwo Forgotten Preachers
of the Early Sixteenth Century', Review of English
Studies, new series, Vol. V (1954}, pp. 553-153.

25

6Cowper (ed), Four Supplications, pp. 63-64,
2
A Compendious Treatyse of Sclaundre.
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by freedom from sexual inhibitions. Bullinger's
widely-read attack on Anabaptism condemned all
heretics as advocates of a ''beast-like carnal
11berty“.27 William Barlow'reported that some Pro-
testant'oommunities held their meetings 1n the nude
in order to affirm that 'they be in the state of
1nnouenoa“.28 A royal commission appointed to
examine héretics in Kent in 1552 attempted to indict
two persons, evidently suspaected Anabaptists, on
charges of sexual misoonduct.2 Bishop Gardiner
observed that this sexual libertinism was intimately
connected with the threat of social upheaval for,
while sectarian groups made much of the importance
of the Spirit, "all is for the fleah, women and
maat with liberﬁy of hand and tongue', an attitude
that could only lead to the "dissolution and dissi-
pation of all enbates".Bo |

Such charges of sedition and sexual liocentious-

ness were more popular than valid, but they were not

27

BBullinger, An holsome antidotus,
2

29Barlow, A Dyaloge,

Strype Ecclesiastical Memorials Vol, II
Pt. 1L, p. 19, — SRt ’

Muller (ed), Letters, p. 279.
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completely groundless. Neither can be completely
dismissed as & figment of the public imaginatien.

The widely circulated heretical traot, The Sum of
Soripture, for instance, mixed religious heterodoxy
with soocial theory in a way that needed little straining
to interpret as seditious, "No man", the author
contended, "is under the gecular power, but they

that be out of the Christian estate", Furthermora,

he maintained that Christian men améng themselves

have naught to do with the sword nor with the law"

and that the state had no power to compel obedien&e

of anyone, for "all things necesaary are declared in
the New Testament but no man is compelled but according
to their own will®, He likewilse opposed the taking of
oaths or any resort to courts, since “the good Chris-
tian shall not defend themselves by Jﬁstlcc in no
manner, for any manner of wrong that they suffer,

but recommend all to the will of God'"., ‘'There be

two sorts of people in the world", he ooﬁcluded,

"one i8 the kingdom of God, to which belong all true
Christian people and in this kingdom Christ is king
and lord and it is impossible that in this kingdom
that is to say, among very true Christian men, that

the sword of Justice temporal should have ought to



120

do", In fact, Christ himself was very clear that
“no Christian shall resist evil nor sue any man

at law“.31 This denial of the jurisdiction of the
monarpﬁ in an age when the Btate was everywhere
expanding its power, coupled with a refusal to swear
caths 1in a soclety whose feudal bonds demanded such
swaaring, bordered on sedition and pointed out the
potentially disruptive character of heresy,

This anonymous author was not alone in his
opinions and the support they attracted lent increasing
credence to charges that heretics were a threat to
the sBocial order. Blshop Bonner, for instance, in-
structed his diocesan clergy to look out for persons
who believed 'that a Christian man or woman ought
not to swear Sefore a Judgg nor one to sue another
in the law for his right.3 Bishop Ridley ordered
an examination of persons in his diocese to determine
whether any of them telleved that '"all things te
common or that there ought to be no magistrates,

33
gentlemen, or rich men in Christian realms", Tyndale's

enemies suppoasedly found evidence of anarohistic designs

31
Wilkins, Vol. IIXI, p. 732,

32
Articles to enquired of in ., . . the Diccese
9_£ London .

Articles to be enquired of in the bishopric
of Norwiche,

\
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in his works. 'He saith', they contended, 'that

the children of faith be under no law", N A list

of heretical ideas current in 1540 contained the
proposition that Christians should not take oaths

and “"that no man's laws ought to be obeyed", Es-
peciélly disturbing to royal authorities wére threats
to the sooial order implied in the testimony of men
like Edward Large, a priest indicted in 1537. In
addition to the oommon denial of the efficacy of
rites and ceremonies, Large was charged '"with having
preached that Christ dild not die for us who 1ive

now, but only for those who died before his Incar-
nation and that it was the peers of the realm in
those days high and learned who put him to deabh“.36
This combination of ILollard antisacerdotalliam '
together with Anabaptist Christology and an attack
on the English nobllity provoked feara that were
further encouraged by heretical attacks on the conoept
of private property. "That all things be common and

3 .
nothing several" was one of the most frightening

34
Wilkins, Vol. III, p. 729.

35 ~
6Lotters and Papers, Vol. XV, #498, p. 217,

37Ib1d|’ Vol. XII, #303’ Pe 1250
Ibid., Vol. XV, #498, p. 217.
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ideas associated with sixteanth century heresy singe
it implied a direct threat to the very fabric of
soociety. A Duteh tract commending medieval continental
heretics that circulated widely in English Protestant
communities praised the Waldensians for having all
goods in common, ° and William Barlow's widely-read
account of Anabaptist practices stressed the impor-
tance of community of goods as a guliding principle
intimately linked with Anabaptist religlous beliefa.39
Other heretics, like Anne Askew, questioned the

right of the King to impose the death penalty for
crime, contending'that an examination of Scripture
indicated that ''neither Christ or his apostles put

. 40
any creature to death', The author of the Revelation

of Antighriste maintained that "no man is compelled
but according to their own will; therefore Christ

teacheth E?at a rebel should not be killed but

avolided", The Lollard "Twelve Conolgnlons“ had in-
. . 2 .

cluded & similar pacifistioc statement.

Despite this professed pacifiam, much of the

38

9253 Original and Sprynge of all sectes,
3

A Dyaloge.
ob Bxaloge

) Bale, Selsct Works, p. 202,
1l
uaw.tlld.ns, Vol. III, p. 730.
Ges and Hardy (eds), Doouments, p. 132,
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heretios' reputation for seditious and potentially
disruptive activity rested on acts of real violence
committad by members of Protestant ocommunities, In
London, for instance, heretics made a number of
threats on the life of a man who had arrested a
popular priest as a heretio. 3 John Fishocook, a
Kent man arrested in 1546, threatened to atrike the
¢hildran who carried the pax in religious proocessions,
while Margaret Toftes the elder warned Archbishop
Cranmer that when he returned to his diocese she
trusted "to have a day against you".u In many
parishes; the destruction of images was only acocomp-
lished with considerable vi.oleru:e,u6 and in the churgh
of St, Mary Woolnoth, a boy was whipped for throwing
his cap at the hoat at the time of the conseoration.“7
Physical attacks on priests were rarer but still
ocourred, William Flowog, for instance, assaulted a
priest at mass in 1555.&

It is too easy, however, to exaggerate the

evidence in favor of the oconnection between heresy and

Ly

i3
uuﬂore, Confutacyon, sig. X.iil.

Letters and Papers, Vol, XVIII, #546, p. 311,

45
u61b1d°' Vol. XVIII, #546, p. 307.
Ibid., Vol, XIII, #348, p. 120; Vol, XVIII,
#5u6,u$5: 311-312,

QBSharpe, op. cit., Vol. I, p. 422,
More, Confutagyon, sig. X.11ii,
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social upheaval, Some of these acts were the work

of youngsters or emotionally disturbed adults and

had nothing to do with religious conviction. Many
heretical works could be construed as seditious only
under the most strained interpretation. Tyndale,

for instance, had written that rulers who refused
divine counsel perished by their own, with obvious
reference to Henry VIII,ug and heretiocs were fond of
quoting Robert Barnes' statement that '"men's cons-
titutions bind not the oonsoienoe".50 ‘Thomas Bagon
had maintained that "no man should be sworn and

wholly addict to the'dootrine and teaching of any

man except it agreeth with holy Scripture', : Willliam
Turner wrote that “Christian men need no other law. . .
but the law of the.goapel".sa Any of these statements,
without oconsidering the oéntexb of the work or the
career of the author, might easily be conslidered

anarchical or disruptive, Yet neither Tyndale or

Begon were ever involved in seditious activity and

49

The First Booke of Mosea)called Genesls newly

corrected by W.J. (London: 153%),
#

Letters ggg Papera; Vol, XV, #345, p. 138.

51.
Becon, Early Works, p. 278,
52
Turner, The hunting and finding out of the
Romishe. Foxe,
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Barnes was & member of a royal commission for the
examination of heretios in Kent.

The same is true in the case of Cuthbert
Tunstall's copinion that the Hortulus Animae, an
English primer printed in 1530, was a dangerous book,
likely 'to do great harm among the people'. 3 The
work 1t§e1r was apparently written by Geofge Joye
and there 1s little in it that appears overtly
seditious, Certain passages, however, might be
construed as potentially disruptive. The author,
for example, noted that his own day had witnessed
"trouble and calamity'" largely because of the increased
“ungodlineuu and 8ins of the kings and of their subjects',
é statemant certainly open to interpretation as sedi- |
tious, while his contention that the situation Qould
be shortly remedied by either the Second Coming or
another indefinite sort of "marvelous sudden change"
savored orumillenarianism aﬁd the threat of sooclal

5
upheaval, In both cases the danger evidently lay

53
Strype, Ecolesiastical Memorials, Vol, I, Pt, II,

p. 274.
4

The Hortulus is today an extremely rare book,
The only known copy is in the British Museum., Extracts
are printed 19 L.A, Sheppard, 'The Hortulusvﬁnimgg in
English, 1530", .The Librar fifth series, Vol,
(1651). pp- 100-11%,“and C-t. Butterworth, "Bishop
Tunstall and the English Hortulus', The Library Chronigle,
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more in the eye of the beholder than in the
intention of the author for there 18 no record of
the Hoptulus playing any role in the soocial dis-
turbances of the sixteenth century.

In similar fashion, John Lacelles' warning,
quoting the prophecy of Daniel, that God '"shall let
men to unhallow the sanctuary, to put dowh the dally
offering and to set up the abominable desclation'
or a preacher named Gardiner's contention that ag
Christ was accused by two or three false knavea; BO
a man may be accused by two or three false knaves,
and the judge as false a knave as the best and so
be condamned"', ? might easily be construed as
seditious or'pobentially disruptive, a possibility
made all the more likely by the overwhelming fear
of the common people among whom heretiocal ideas apread
in the sixteenth century. Almost all ecclesiastical
and royal officials shared William Thomas' view that
for peril, ggne is to be compared to the frenzy of

ﬁhe people'', As Juan Luis Vives pointed out in a

Vol. XVI (1950), pp. 37-45. Valuable information
on the Hortulug gype of rel%giogs iitergtrre can be
found  in C.C, Butterworth, The En sh Primers, 1529.
1545 (Bhiladelphia: University ErEPEnﬁhy vaniad Preas,
IBB?), especially pp. 19-20,
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widely-read work, the common people '“are a great
schoolmaster of great errors', and, worse still,
most churchmen and royal adminiltrators agreed that
they were invariably unstable. ° "The way of error',
Stephen Gardiner warned, 'is let in at a little gap
and when men hear of new éear, every man maketh
his request, some new hose, soma new robes, some new
caps, some new shirts, Llke as in religion we have
sean attempted where the people thought they might
prevail".59 Given this predisposition to pania,
heretioﬁl comments and writings that might be poten-
tially disruptive seemed actually so.

A similar combination of real and imagined
sexual licentiousness further limited the appeal
of sixteenth century phpular Protestantism and
made the English heretic seem even further removed
from the mainstream of socletal development., The
assoolation of heresy and erotic freedom was cer-

tainly not without precedent in the history of medieval

57
Juan Luis Vives, An Introduction to Wisdome
(Londoax Thomas Berthelet, 1540), 3TC 24847, sig. B.l,
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Peryn, Three Godly and notable Sermons,

59
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sectarian groups like the Brethren of the Free
Spirit, while the polygamous regime of the Munsterite
Anabaptists was well known in England, The writings
and testimony of the Middlesex heretic John Champneis
made the authorities! worst fears in this matter seem
realized.

Self -desoribed as "an learned lay man'/, Champnels
was born in Somerset bué at the time of hié examination
by Archbishop Cranmer in 1549 was living in the parish
of Stratford-le-Bow, Middlesex, Both his recorded
teatimony and his only extant work reveal a wildly
apocalyptic thinker, Like most of hls contemporaries,
Champneis was cantemptuous of theological speculation,
condemning ''clerkly sophistical doctrine' and advo-
cating a reiigion baaed on 'the regeneration of the
spirit of Christ" and patterned aft~; the primitive
Christian oommunity.6° The similarity ended there,
however, &s Champneis went on to call for the ruthless
extermination of not only the priesthood but all who

lacked his personal sonvictions, "The time is cgome",

60
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he sontended in a passage reminiscent of the German
Anabaptist Thomas Muntzer, ''that whosoever will not
receive the true dootrine of Christ shall be des-
troyed'" and he called for a war against the "ungodly
transgfessora“ of the gospel, a war conducted by an
army of the régenerate. This obviously disruptive
passage was accompanied by a defense of erotic freedom
for all those possessed of the spirit. "God doth
permit to all his elect people', he mainﬁained,
"their bodily necessities of all worldly things'.
Arter a man had experienced regeneration, he coﬁld
not sin and though the 'outward man might sin. . .
the inward man could not sin", In short, "godly love
falleth never away from them.which be regeﬁerate in
Christ, wherefore they cannot do contrary to the
commandment of Christ'", Although Champneis recanted
all these ‘'false doctrines and damned opinions", the
olose ralaéionship between much of his thought'and
the mainstream of sixteenth c¢entury English popular
Protestantism contributed to the public image of the

heretio as a person full of "carnal liberty’,

61
Wilkins, Veol, IV, pp. 39-40,
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Champneis was not the only English heretioc who
advocated erotic freedom for the Elect, An anonymous
1557 tract indicated that the belief that the regenerate
of spirit, "though they sin grievously are. . .
never out of the favor and election of God nelther can
they by any means finally perish' had widespread
support in heretical oommunities'during much of the
sixteenth century. Noting that anyone who accepted
this tenet might freely commit "theft, fornication,
adultery, murder or any other ain“, the author deplored
an opinion ''invented to pgovoke mén to live a careless
and 1ibertine life more. - Similarly, the author of
the Revelation of Anticﬁrgggg insistved that "the

people of Christ doth nothing because it is 6omnnndcd
but because 1t 18 pleasant and acceptable to them",
a statement open to many possible 1nterpretations.
most of them unfavorable to its advooates,

Like the fear of sedition and social upheaval,
however, concern over heretical sexual promiscuity

was often exaggerated, Even the most hostlle witneasses

62
W. Whitley, "The Confutation of the Errors of
the Careless by Necessity', Transactions of the

Baptist Historioal Society, Vol. 914), p. 110,
Wilkins, Vol. IIX, p. 729,
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often admitted that many heretics were persons of
exemplary character. A Catholic priest of the
college of Winchester, for instance, praised Anne
Askew as a dewogt woman who spent many hours in
fervent prayer, ) and an anonymous Canterbury man
who denied transubstantiation was likewise ‘of very
many praised a good and holy man".65 Hugh Latimer
remarked that George van Paris, éhe convicted Arian,
was a ''‘great man' reknowned for his piety.66
Heretical writings had traditionally insisted
on the necessity of a atern sexual ethic, frequently
faulting the priesthood for concupliscence, Early
Protestant drama like the anonymous Hye Way to the

Spittel Hous oondg$ned clerical licentiousness and
lack of sobriety, while the 1509 edition of the

frequently performed play Everyman contended that
ginful priests haunteth women's ggmpany“ and thus

ﬁgiveth the sinners example bad', Hyekscorner,

6l
.Nichols (ed), Narratives, p. 40.
65
66Letters and Papers, Vol. XVIII, #5U6, p. 291.
Alan G, Chester (ed), Select Sermons of Hugh
Latimsr (Charlottesville: University of Virginia greas,
19583679. 191,

BHa311tt (ed)’ Rem1ns. P 51.

seph Q. Adams (ed), Chief Pre-Shakespearean
Dramas (New York: Houghton MAFfIIn Co., 1924}, p, 300.
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vwhich appeared for the firat time in the same year,
provided similar observations on clerlcal morality,
contending that to "“live clean; was ''the least
thought they have of fifteen". 7 The anonymous
author of the supplication to the commons written
during the reign of Henry VIII complalned that
clerical celibacy was unacoompanied by any sexual
restraint outside of marraige. ‘We may not think
they ought to marry wives', he lamented, ‘''though we
take them dally abusing other men's wivea“.7o Others
insisted that Yit was not convenient for a priest to
hear the conreéaion of a woman“,71 while the author
of the mid-ocentury poem Rebin Conacienoe adopted an
extremely puritanical attitude toward female sexuality,
aven condemning the dying of hair in a passage re-
miniscent of Tartullian.72

Despite such insistence, however, the ploture
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of the Protestant heretic as a person dangerous to
accepted standards as well as to the very fabric of
society persisted in the public mind. In thelr
private conventicles, sixteenth century English
heretics remained essentially alienated from a
society which viewed them as a menace, a view which

certainly limited the spread of popular Protestant

ideas,



CONCLUSION

The popular Protestant ideas associated

with sixteenth.century Enpglish hereay all rested

on a firm conviction of the necessity of returning

to the example and customs of the primitive Church,
Stressing the ethical message of the gospels and

the importance of strict adherence to the precepts

of Soripture, these heretlcs denled transubstantiation,
auricular confession, sacramentals, and ceremonies

and with them the distinction between priest and
layman that had been an essential part of medieval
Christianity since the eleventh century. Defending
the role of the layman in sixteenth century Christian
soclety through an explicit denial of divinely-
ordained clerical powers, popular Protestant thought
wnet far beyond any concern with the mere reformation
of proven abuses, aiming instead at the complete
abolition of medieval traditions lacking Scriptural
sanction and precedent in the primitive Church. Thelr

voluntary organization iin private conventicles,
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together with a reputation for potential disruptive-
ness and sexual immorality, further underscored the
gulf that separated them not only from Henriclan
Protestantism but also from the more moderate reformers
like Cranmer and Latimer who shared the content but

not the intent of much of their opposition to images,
pilgrimages and saint.worship.

Unconcerned with and even disdainful of theo-
logiocal speculation, sixteenth century English he}etics
were insistent on the necessity of sincerity in
religious devotion. Condemning the magical rites
and ceremonlies associated with the medieval priesthood,
they sought a religion of the spirit in which the
role of the saoraments would be subordinate to religilous
conviction and ethiocal precepts drawn from the New
Testament which all were {ree to interpret for them-
selves., This Scoriptural fundamentalism was as impor-
tant to sixteenth oentury heretics as it had been to
their Lollard predecessors and the many aimilarities
between English popular Protestantism and medieval
Lollardy were strikingly indicated by the way in
which Lutheran and Anabaptist ldeas were recelved in
English heretical communities, Although foreign,

often eaoteric, ideas laoking any precedsnt in
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Lollard beliefs, like anti.Trinitarianism, enJjoyed
some popularity; the most widely-circulated continental
Protestant ideas like Jjustification by faith or the
priesthood of all believers bore considerable simila-
rity to Lollard antisacerdotalism, Even the organi-
zation of sixteenth century heresy - the private
conventicle, the itinerant preacher, the importance |
of the kinship bond, and the enhanced role of women -
was reflective of this Lollard background, as was
the contemporary association of heresy and social
upheaval, Sixteenth century English popular Protes-
tantism actually bore little relationship to the
contemporary aevents associated with the ocontinental
and English Reformations, Its roots were in the
medieval past and it borrowed f{rom the prasent only
those things compatible with its Lellard background,
Finally, it is important to note that only
detalled archival researoh can provide more adequate
information about the extent of popular Protestant
sentiment in individual local areas, and there is
still much to know about the motivation of individual
heretios. The available matesrial, however, clesarly
indicates the mejor tensts of sixteenth century English
heretical thought and provides some ldea of what

ordinary people beliasved in an age of rapld changs,



A BIBLIOGRAPHICAL NOTE

Any serious study of sixteenth century English
heresy and popular Protestantism will find a convenient
starting point in the collected state papers and cor-
respondance of the reign of Hanry VIII edited by
J.8, Brewer during the later nineteenth century, as
well as the doouments reprinted by Wilkins and Strype,
and the accounts based primarily on episcopal registers
provided by the sixteenth century Puritan John Foxe,
Fortunately, none of these collections 1s terribly
difficult to master, With very few exceptions, the
materials are in English and the salendared letters
and state papers are especially valuable, many
seemingly irrelevant documents containing considerable
information. Although the mixed summary and direct
quotation method used by Brewer and his assistants
may at times prove misleading, an examination of some
of the most important original documents sufficiently

confirms the accuraocy and usefulness of the collection,
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Beyond Brewer, Foxe, 8trype and Wllkins, source
materials are more aifficult to loocate, Many of the
printed pamphlets and broadsides of the early sixteenth
century contain valuable information that 1s well
worth the struggle with turgid prose and pages of
repetition and irrevelance, The writings and
extant correspondance of early reformers like Frith
and Tyndale, as well as thelr opponents Thomas More
and Miles Hogarde, are extremely useful., In almost avery
case, however, these authors deal with popular Protestant
thought only tangentially and much information must te
gained by inference.

There are really no adequate secondary treatments
of Tudor heresy. The studies of A.G. Dickens, espe-
York, are sometimes provocative but often unsubstantial
and over-rated, The following bibliographical list
includes primary and secondary materials used in the
preparation of this study., With a few exceptions,
the titles included have been cited in footnote refe-
rences in the text of the paper, The others are
valuable studies that give an indication of the
contemporary political, social and religious setting of
uixteehth century heresy, Works merely examined, but
not used directly in the preparation of the paper,
have been omitted,
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