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APPENDIX F

Final Writing Questionnaire

Participant’s Questionnaire about Writing
The purpose of this questionnaire is to learn more about you as a writer.
1. Do you like to write?
O Yes
O No
O Occasionally

2. Would you consider yourself a good writer?
O Yes
O No

Explain why you consider yourself a good writer or not a good writer

3. Which of the below do you enjoy writing? (Please check all that apply):

O Fiction (stories that are made up)

O Nonfiction (stories that are real)

O Poetry

O Virtual writing (e.g. Facebook, My Space, chat rooms, texting)

O Graphic novels or comics

4. How much time do you spend writing outside of school including the examples in question 3?
O 1 do not write outside of school
O 1-2 hours
O 2-3 hours
O 4-5 hours
O More than 6 hours
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5. Do you write about GLBTQ characters or themes in school?
O Yes
O No

O Occasionally

6. Do you write about GLBTQ characters or themes outside of school?
O Yes
O No
O Occasionally

7. Are you assigned writing assignments in school that address topics or issues of interest to you?
O Yes
O No
O Occasionally

8. Is it important to you to write about GLBTQ characters or issues in your English language arts
writing class?

O Yes

O No

O Maybe

O Idon’t know

9. Is it important to you to write about GLBTQ characters or issues in your out-of-school writing?
O Yes
O No
O Maybe
O 1don’t know
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10. Do you write to understand yourself as a queer girl?
O Yes
O No
O Maybe
O Idon’t know

‘What kind of writing do you do to work out personal issues, ideas or feelings (e.g. poetry, blogging
etc.)

Thank You!
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APPENDIX G

Final Reader Questionnaire

Participant’s Questionnaire about Reading
(The purpose of this questionnaire is to learn more about you as a reader)

1. Do you like to read?
O Yes

O No
O Occasionally

2. Would you consider yourself a good reader?
O Yes
O No

Explain why you consider yourself a good reader or not a good reader

3. What type of text do you enjoy reading? (Please check all that apply):
O Textbooks
O Non-fiction novels (the story and characters are real)
O Fiction novels (the story and characters are made up)
O Internet sites (including chat rooms, blogs, Facebook, My Space)
O Magazines
O Newspaper
O Graphic novels (comic book format)

O Other

4. How much time do you spend reading outside of school including the examples in question 3?
O 1 do not read outside of school
O 1-2 hours
O 2-3 hours
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5. Do you read novels with GLBTQ characters or themes in school?
O Yes
O No

O Occasionally

6. Do you read novels with GLBTQ characters or themes out of school?
O Yes

O No
O Occasionally

7. Do the assigned novels in school address topics or issues of interest to you?
O Yes, all the time
O No, not at all

O Occasionally

8. Is it important to you that your teacher assigns novels that have GLBTQ characters
or deal with queer issues?

O Yes
O No

9. Is it important to you to read novels out of school that have GLBTQ characters
or deal with queer issues?

O Yes
O No

10. Do you read novels understand yourself as a person?
O Yes
O No

‘What kind of novels do you read to help understand yourself?
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APPENDIX H

Example of a Gender Identity Building Task Using the MASS Framework

Visual audit trail

Whole group discussion

Building task | Activity aspect

gender identity

What are the
chain events in
which the girls
are
participating?

Building task

Semiotic
aspect

What cultural

models are
connected to

gender identity the images or

symbols

created by the

girls?

Writer's notebooks

e

To what extent, will
quear adolascant girls'

Building task Material aspect

engagement with
literaries events, in a
sale out-af school
satting contribute to
the development of
personal agency in
ways that enable them
to enact change in their
lives?

l_\ /,l

gender identity words are

What
particular

being used by
the girls?

Homosexual-themed novel

Sociocultural

Building task aspect

What knowledge
about the
material world is
relevant in the
interaction
between the girls?

gender identity
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APPENDIX I

Script for Recruiting Subjects to Participate in Research Project

SCRIPT FOR RECRUTING SUBJECTS TO PARTICIPANT IN RESEARCH
PROJECT (to be used at the different youth groups at the center before each group):

This script is largely based on the information sheet.

As you may have been told, I am conducting a research project entitled “Queer
adolescent girls use of out-of school literacy events to express semiotically their
understanding of their gender and sexual identity in order to enhance personal agency in
their lives.” I am inviting you to participate in the project. I will be selecting between
eight to ten queer girls to participate in the study.

You will be asked to complete a questionnaire: “Preliminary Participant Questionnaire.”
Topics included in the research project are gender identity, sexual identity, self-
awareness, and making personal connections with literature. You will complete the
questionnaire and give it back to me in the provided envelope.

All the information collected from you is confidential. That means your name or
identifying features will not be used in any analysis or other identifying features will not
be used in any analysis or in any reporting of the research. Additionally, please do not
discuss outside the literacy club any comments made by other participants. All comments
made within this literacy club must be kept confidential.

All forms are retained for at least three years in a locked filing cabinet in my home office,
coded so that the researcher can identify your responses.

Your participation in this research is voluntary. You may elect not to participate, to quit
at any time during the study, or not answer certain questions, or to contact me if you
change your mind about participating.

If you have any questions or concerns about this study, you may email or call me. My
contact information is available to you today.

Your signature on the assent form given to you indicates that you have read or had it
explained to you, or both, the purpose of the requirements of the study, which you agree

to participate. You need not sign it if you decide not to participate.

Thank you
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APPENDIX J

Script for Interview

SCRIPT FOR INTERVIEW (This is to be used at the site of the interview before the
interview begins):

This script is largely based on the consent form.

Thank you for agreeing to participate in an individual interview. As you know, I am
conducting a research entitled “Queer adolescent girls use of out-of school literacy events
to semiotically express their understanding of their gender and sexual identity in order to
enhance personal agency in their lives.” I want to get a better idea of how engaging in
different types of literacies activities (e.g. reading, writing, talking, listening and visually
creating an object) help you understand your gender and sexual identity.

I will interview you four times on different topics and ideas that relate to the literacy club
and you. Topics covered will include your opinions on gender and sexual identities
inherent in contemporary literature and society and the impact of you participating in
multimodal literacy activities. The interviews will not last any more than one hour. I am
able to conduct the interview at a time convenient to you.

All the information collected from you is confidential. That means your name or
identifying features will not be used in any analysis or other identifying features will not
be used in any analysis or in any reporting of the research. Additionally, please do not
discuss outside the literacy club any comments made by other participants. All comments
made within this literacy club must be kept confidential.

All forms will be retained for at least three years in a locked filing cabinet in my home
office, coded so that your responses can be identified by the researcher.

Your participation in this research is voluntary. You may elect not to participate, to quit
at any time during the study, or not answer certain questions, or to contact me if you
change your mind about participating.

If you have any questions or concerns about this study, you may email or call me. My
contact information will be made available to you today.

The information given to you indicates that you have read or had explained to you, or
both, the purpose of the requirements of the study, which you agree to participate. You

need not sign it if you decide not to participate.

Thank you




259

APPENDIX K

Script for Debriefing

Debriefing Script
I would like to thank you for your participation in this study. As a reminder, the purpose
of this study is to find out how queer girls, 14-18 years of age in a GLBT friendly,
out-of-school setting engage with different types of literacies activities (e.g. reading,
writing, talking, listening and visually creating an object) to understand their gender and
sexual identity.
The data collected during group discussions and individual interviews will contribute to a
better understanding of how schools and educators can support queer students in an
academic setting.
Please remember that any data pertaining to yourself as an individual participant will be
kept confidential. Once all the data are collected and analyzed for this project, I plan on
sharing this information with the research community through conferences, presentations
and journal articles. If you are interested in receiving more information regarding the
results of this study, or if you have any questions or concerns. I would be willing to come
back to the center to share the findings of the study. The study is expected to be

completed by (insert date).

Candice Moench
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APPENDIX N

Stem Connections Prompts

Using Stem Connections as you read

(Directions: Think about what you read this week in the novel, use the
stem connections to make personal connections to the text) Remember
to write the page number of the setting, person or quote you are
connecting with.)

That I I havea An experience T
reminds me | remember | connection... |have had like
of ... when.... that......
IfIwere |I I sometimes |I felt like that
that remember | feel like this | character when...
character, |another as a lesbian
T would... story when....

about

this....

(You can add your own stems in the bottom boxes)




