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PREFACE

This is a dissertation on West Indian immigrants in the city of Detroitreidleadership
of key institutions in the African American community from 1885 to 1940is $tudy examines
two distinct periods of Detroit history. The first part of the elitgtion explores the period prior
to the Great Migration when Detroit had a very small Africanefican population and West
Indian immigrants held key positions in political organizations, mligiinstitutions and social
clubs. The second part of this study investigates the period wheAfican American
population swelled greatly and West Indians continued to hold positioreadérship. The
dissertation also identifies the emergence of a small West Indian comnmuynitgt-World War |
Detroit, prior to the arrival of the mass of immigrants frtime Caribbean after changes in
immigration laws in the mid-1960s.

| argue that West Indian immigrants perceived that they Wetter positioned to assume
positions of leadership and viewed themselves as the legitinaakerseof the African American
community. They conveyed, to some extent, their perceptions to both atatkwhite
Americans. African Americans, while they accepted West indiamigrants in leadership
positions, often resented the relative success of their febeigncounterparts. This resentment
led to friction between the two groups and was often disclosed in pigolims. These
immigrants sought to overcome the worst effects of racial idis@tion by distinguishing
themselves from African Americans and by fusing middle-ctatis to ethnicity. As more
African Americans began to enter the middle class and the Mtiah immigrant population
remained dwarfed by their American-born counterparts, the limfkdas class and ethnicity
lessened in significance as race became a more salieactehetic with which both African

American and Afro-Caribbean people had to contend. West Indarigeed to value their



Caribbean origins, but incorporated in the African American communitly assimilated into
American society.

| chose this topic to understand better the diversity of blackoDett first met West
Indian immigrants at the community college | attended a=emager. The United States had
recently invaded Grenada and one of the West Indians | met wamdee. He seemed
surprised that an American like me knew where his country wasashdome familiarity with
the leftist politics of Maurice Bishop, and that | could argue esghat cogently against the
actions of the United States. As | became more awareCafiabean community in the city, |
gained an appreciation for the cultural differences betweenafsfdanerican and West Indians.
| began to notice class distinctions among West Indians and wonli@deearlier immigrants
shared the working-class backgrounds of the majority of the immigrantsurgeced. Were the
differences and distinctions | noted between African AmericansVdest Indians related to
culture, class, or both? My dissertation is a continuation of thesgyrthat emerged from my
first encounters with blacks who were not from America. | waktediscover when the first
West Indians began to arrive in Detroit, how they interacted wititad Americans, and why
some West Indians felt superior to African Americans. | qoest had their perceived
superiority always existed and if so, why? | also wanted torstaael what role class played in
the West Indian community. My observations made me want to exahenpast to gain a
greater understanding of the present.

Writing my dissertation answered the majority of the questiohad. My research
demonstrates the arrival of West Indian immigrants in Detroiinbeyy in the late nineteenth
century and their continual arrival in the city throughout thewdeperiod. My work illustrates
the existence of cultural differences between black people thenCaribbean and American-

born blacks and how transnational patterns kept West Indians physaallysychologically



connected to the region. This transnationalism reinforced theindigé culture and frequent
and extensive contact with the Caribbean brought fresh cultural infusions ta.Dé&tisi project
reveals that the majority of West Indian immigrants had midi#iss backgrounds or aspirations
to become middle class. Furthermore, this dissertation destriveshey attempted to link
middle-class status to ethnicity to separate themselvesAfooan Americans, with whom they
were racially identical. West Indians’ efforts to distinguisemselves from African Americans
created conflicts between the two groups as the immigrantsiyetdbemselves as legitimate
leaders of the black community. My work uses biographical sketch€aribbean blacks and
institutions and organizations in black Detroit to establish thatetimesnigrants did obtain
leadership positions disproportionately to their numbers in the Dettétk population over a
fifty-five year period. The project confirms that upwardly molaitel naturalizing West Indian
immigrants had the ambition and the resources to expand the spatialiesindzated by racial
segregation and were among the first residents of a new West Side neighbbéatbed tseveral
features of an ethnic enclave. Finally, my dissertation indithéésas more African Americans
gained middle-class status, West Indians had less successrdiffeng themselves by linking
class to ethnicity. A shared racial identity increased inifsggnce, as West Indians integrated
into the African American community and assimilated into American society.

This work has obvious deficiencies. This dissertation does not offemgarative
analysis of other immigrant communities, although studies oti¢hvelopment of West Indian
communities in New York and Boston inform it. Nor does my work exathi@experiences of
working-class West Indians and the institutions that served them-sgingualist churches,
mutual aid societies, and rotating credit associations—thatoanenon in West Indian society
and undoubtedly emerged in Detroit with the arrival of lower-classigmants from the

Caribbean. As an exploration of middle-class elite leaderstpmvides little description of the
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West Indian or the African American rank and file whom the Wedian immigrants led. |
intend to address this weakness in a later revision. Neithertldoessertation identify cross-
ethnic alliances. West Indians and African Americans sharedmamanity in spite of the
friction created by competition and resentment. The lack of sgriggon of the rate of
intermarriage between first- and second-generation West IndiathisAfrican Americans is
another flaw that | will attend to with further research. lyadtle quantitative analysis provided
in my dissertation is slight and requires a more in-depth inastigof census records and other
statistical data to supplement my qualitative approach.

The previously unexamined existence of a West Indian immig@lation in Detroit
gives significance to this dissertation. The largest number wbligmn immigrants settled in
New York, and logically, most studies of West Indian communftiess on that location. West
Indians did reside in places like Detroit in smaller numbers aptitke black community from
having a monolithic character and they had substantial influences initsh from their arrival
during the late nineteenth century as well as during the interwerdpeThe period that my
dissertation examines is of further significance, since ntagies of West Indian immigrants
concentrate on later arrivals and classify them as new irantgyr In tracing their arrival to
Detroit to the nineteenth century, my dissertation proposes thatlkdést migration to the city
was not a new phenomenon but the continuation of a migration pattern asthhhsthe

previous century.
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Chapter 1
INTRODUCTION

In the lead article of the January 2006 issu€&hed Crisis Detroit journalist Lori S.
Robinson explores how the growing presence of black immigrants firaed
communities nationwide to confront the issues of intraracial diyérsRobinson notes
“misunderstanding, tension, and even animosity” often result when pheigrants and
African Americans reside in the same communities. Sigmiflg, W. E. B. DuBois
addressed the subject of the relative economic success of Ndest immigrants in
Harlem in the same magazine in 1920. DuBois noted the rapid secoé&dforeign born
Negroes” in the United States between 1910 and 1920 and, like Robinsonseighty
years later, noted that intraracial diversity “make[s] misunderstandigegeasy.*

This dissertation serves as a preliminary examination ot Wdsn immigrants
in the African American community of Detroit between 1887 and 1940.oiDetnrently
has a rapidly expanding West Indian population, which | contend has antscedtra
nineteenth century. Detroit's African American community has mexested as a
monolithic entity, rather it is marked by class divisions reldate North American and
West Indian ethnicity. West Indian immigrants, who traditionddgve had more
education and greater economic resources, and during the period of/thendustrial
growth were more often employed as skilled laborers or in wiofes occupations,
viewed themselves and were viewed by African Americans andsndstéhe other.” As
suggested by the quote in the title of this dissertation, “Hittear Those of Their Race
of Less Fortunate Advantages,” because of their origins inBtitesh Empire and

educational and professional credentials, many West Indians\mtdbeir otherness as



superiority not only to African Americans, but to white Americasswell, whom they
considered “unpolished, crude, lacking in culture and manners, and rimg taken

seriously at the social level.” By the 1930s, West Indians’ sogricomplex would

exacerbate conflict and tensions between them and African éamesri Conflict resulted
as West Indians began to integrate into American society atiDexperienced the
maturation of an African American middle cldss.

If sociologist Edna Bonacich’s theory of a split labor marketapplied
historically to black Detroit until the 1920s, the relative economiccass of West
Indians suggests that a higher level of education and accesapital ave them
advantages unavailable to African Americans. Instead of ethrag@msm resulting
from these discrepancies, however, the higher class status ofiWess often led to
their assuming leadership in the foundational institutions of this clgwveloping African
American community. As John C. Walter contends, “West Indians edhyeequipped
to ... [provide] leadership that instilled pride in the ancestraacd, and formulated and
pushed radical programs for improving the race’s posterity.” By the 1920s, vitheanA
Americans and West Indians both began migrating to the citygmfisant numbers
during the Great Migration, competition for jobs, housing, political aathkleadership,
and entry into American society would increase tension and lead tdyplee of
antagonism suggested by Bonacich.

West Indians arrived in Detroit in continual streams during thegeunder
examination, illustrating a “tradition of immigration,” noted by DaMarshall, Milton
Vickerman, Elizabeth Thomas-Hope, and other scholars of Caribbearationgr

Contrary to the conventional view of emigration from the Caribbaa a “recent



phenomenon,” an active migration had begun throughout the slave era ansedafer
full emancipation in the Anglophone Caribbean in 1838. Initially, this nvastly an

intra-Caribbean migration, but some emigrants comprised a vangiuduakse leaving the
Caribbean for the United States, in a process which “[b]y the é&rileonineteenth
century, . . . [would] become a solidly entrenched aspect of the ewfuthe various
West Indian territories.*

Vickerman asserts this is a major cause of West Indiartstitna of emigration.
Vickerman considers this a major cause of both early and lat Wdian migration,
which derives from the region’s colonial status and underdevelopment.

The poorest members of any society rarely have the resoorogigrate. In the
Caribbean colonies the colonial elite created the paucity of opportunitiadancement
by the deliberate restriction of access to good land and jobs. Weesereserved for
indentured Asian immigrants and British expatriates, a situatiagreesto keep blacks
as low-paid laborers, or else as low-level and low salariedsamiants or schoolteachers
in black schools. While the well-educated and fairly comfortaibhyated West Indians
in this study were not compelled to migrate, they did so bedheseoften received
better offers elsewhere and were in a position to “weigh the ntatyes and
disadvantages at origin and destination.” Late nineteenth centwstylideans were well
educated and migrated several times to further their educatiwnob advancement to
improve their economic situation.

While racial discrimination was the main disadvantage facedAfg-West

Indians in the United States, better education enabled some toogetremumerative



occupations in northern cities like Detroit, which at first hadatively small competing
black and European immigrant population.

The motives of West Indians who immigrated to Detroit between 1887940,
included “search[ing] for opportunities mgher-paying occupations Larry A. Sjaastad
posits this economic motive as the cause of migration in hideartithe Costs and
Returns of Human Migrations.” It was the high level of educatioskdlr these West
Indian immigrants possessed that allowed them to obtain employmarmgher-paying
occupations in Detroit's small African American community thais relatively more
fluid than society in the West Indiés.

Ethnicity, as with other immigrant groups, was of great sigmite to West
Indians who remained connected psychologically and physically to @eaibbean
countries of origin. They kept abreast of events and most impgrtandintained
contacts with other West Indians in Detroit and elsewhere. Evie iara of steamship
travel, West Indians often visited and vacationed in their homelandss tidvel
increased with the advent of journey by aircraft. Many ofstifgects under study took
well-publicized excursions to their countries of origin, often reaagrtheir journeys in
memoirs. Although most obtained American citizenship, their solidarity withréekst
in affairs of their West Indian homelands endured. In this mannany mf them
established the transnational patterns with various levelsgaEgement. As noted by
Elliott R. Barkan, transnationalism exists along a continuum. Somegrants totally
disengaged from their homelands as they incorporated into the higty sadile “most
immigrants fall into the middle range, maintaining only limitedteimittent, episodic,

financially uneven ties.” Others, like some of the subjects uriddy,shave continual



and extensive interactions with their birthplaces. In spiteesitnificance of ethnicity,
however, West Indian immigrants integrated into black Detroit iandrporated into
American society.

Throughout the period examined by my paper, a preponderance of West)ndia
unlike Europeans, migrated as single men under the age of thiny velven they
intended to remain in the United States. While a few migratéd spiouses, most found
first- or second-generation West Indians mates after thewrahr Some immigrants
married African Americans.

In The Changing Face of Inequality: Urbanization, Industrial Development, and
Immigrants in Detroit, 1880-192@®livier Zunz presents a critique of the Chicago model
of immigrant assimilation and upward social mobility in Amemicaciety formulated by
sociologists Ernest Burgess, Louis Wirth, and Robert Park. Accotdirunz, the
Chicago model did not apply to Detroit as it industrialized in1880s because of its
“smallness, open space, and multiethnic population.” The Chicago modi thad
“[ifmmigrants started at the bottom economically and suffeream frcultural and
geographic isolation. With time, or from one generation to another jritifapved their
situation, moved away from the zone of transition [or “ghetto”], an@recassimilated
into an undefined middle-class America.” Although Zunz argueshigatheory did not
apply to white immigrants in Detroit, | contend it did describe the assiom experience
and upward mobility of West Indian immigrants in the city, in patause they did not
start on the lowest rungs of the economic lad8er.

While the majority of Detroit's small black population was miaadly employed,

a black elite nevertheless existed. In Detroit after thel @#ar, with the Republican



Party in political control of Michigan and with Republican leadeosnmitment to equal
rights for blacks, the members of the black elite “reaped nedirlpf the political
patronage and opportunities for public office that came into the black commtinity.”

The pains taken by this “caste within a caste” to distingiiemselves from the
general black population highlights “intra-racial class divisiansl . . . [illustrates]
contradictions inherent in . . . [the black elite’s] claim of booigeespectability?
Historian Willard B. Gatewood examines class divisions in thekbommunity in
Aristocrats of Color: The Black Elite, 1880-1920 Gatewood notes that the
heterogeneous nature of African American society began dtnegslave era, with
blacks making hierarchical distinctions between persons born idofreethose who
acquired freedom, and the enslaved, who had a class structuneirobwn. After
Emancipation, blacks made status distinctions between individuals whdreerprior to
the Civil War and those freed by the war. He observes that suatitioles of
prominence and standing had no counterpart in white society. Defintgfostatus
shared by blacks and whites, such as an emphasis on ancestry dpcdhistony, for
blacks took on added significance according to how “bound up . . . [thes] weh
slavery—their place in the slave system, their role in opposiagdtthe extent to which
their families had been free from it”

Considering the fact that full emancipation came earlier (1838)e enslaved in
the British Caribbean, West Indians were less “bound up” with slateny African
Americans. In some instances, they had been free for generatitmes through a
Maroon tradition or as a result of manumissions, like some memb#re bfack elite in

America. In the case of freedmen in the British West Indiresy; had experienced full



freedom for over a generation prior to their African American copates. The former
slaves of the West Indies were thus able with much effort &blest a peasant class in
territories where land was available. The wealthier bemsof this peasant class had the
means to provide economic resources and to educate their childremany cases, the
West Indians who immigrated to Detroit and became members dildbk elite there
came from an already upwardly mobile class in their countriesrigin. This fact
suggests that an earlier emancipation played a significantrdléest Indians’ ability to
acquire sooner than African Americans the indices of elite staatspermitted their
“admission to the upper reaches of society” and that “requirednabination of
respectability, moral rectitude, social grace, education, propestpncas well as wealth
and color.” One marker of elite status for British West Indiaas membership in an
elite church, most frequently, the Church of Engléhd.

Part One of my dissertation begins in the 1880s, when West Indiared joi
Detroit’s old-guard black elite comprised of families who hadldsthed themselves in
the antebellum era. By the 1890s, the black elite had creaidwelald become known
as the “Cultured Colored 40.” As members of a privileged group, ‘thay family
connections, personal wealth . . . [and] refinement and culture,ivarid most were
born in the United States, some were of West Indian origin. Likendmbers of the old
guard, the West Indian immigrants had superior educations and ecatmartages and
firmly took leadership of the city’s African American commuriity.

An examination of the leadership of the elite’'s political, relig, and social
organizations clearly illustrates the role West Indian immigrglayed in nineteenth-

century black Detroit. West Indian immigrants held prominent positioribe city’s



African American churches and social organizations and had signifisalitical
connections to the white Republican leadership of the city and @k sClearly, as
members of the black middle or upper middle class, the West Indian immigranési farm
tiny but highly influential clique within a clique.

In most cases, the West Indians who migrated to Detroit duheglate
nineteenth century did not migrate directly to the city from the Caribbean,chtiredi all
stay to make Detroit their permanent place of residence. Fonm&, D. Augustus
Straker, an attorney from Barbados, had spent many years in ¢cbesRection South
before marrying a woman from one of Detroit's elite famil@sl moving to the city in
1887. Joshua B. Massiah, also emigrated from Barbados, lived on tl@o&aasprior to
migrating to Detroit where he served as the rector of tie 8t. Matthew’s Episcopal
Church from 1893 to 1906 before accepting a position in Chicago. Janmaicagrants
N. H. McBayne, a Baptist minister, and physician Robert M. Stm@dso migrated to
the city in the 1890s, but left when other opportunities presentedséhes elsewhere.
Some of the West Indian immigrants would settle in Detroitr aksiding in other
regions of the country and others would stay in the city only long entmuglake an
indelible impression on the city before migrating to other planesyme cases returning
to their country of origin to live out their lives. The duratioritdir residence in Detroit
did not detract from their influence in the community.

Those who returned to their countries of origin followed a tradaidisignificant
counter flows,” which existed in tandem with the tradition of migrat Elizabeth M.
Thomas Hope states that “[tlhe fundamental issue is that thesomnomic implications

of the [return] movement are related to the educational and occupati@rades which



occur in the migrants themselves.” While the majority of Wiedians under study can
be characterized as settlers, some had clearly defined edutcatigrafessional goals,
which, once attained, resulted in their return to the Cariblfean.

During this era, West Indian leaders began acknowledging a diffssence
between West Indians and African Americans. Employed iniatyasf professions, this
next generation of West Indian leaders occupied a higher clagsnstthan the vast
majority of the city’s native black residents. In Progres&va Detroit, West Indians
often comprised the elite of political and religious leadership and quickiie reocial and
economic links with the old guard, which also was comprised pgrbélsecond- and
third-generation West Indian immigrants. By the 1920s, when largeerambsouthern
migrants began to arrive in Detroit, enticed by the high waf¢he automobile industry,
West Indians had attained an undeniable influence in the affairs Afriban American
community.

Notable West Indians active in Detroit between 1885 and 1915 included
Barbadian attorneys D. Augustus Straker; Joshua B. Massiabr ofcbt. Matthew’s
Episcopal Church; and Jamaicans N. H. McBayne, who served briefhasisr of
Second Baptist Church, and physician Robert M. Stimpson, who governor Piageee
appointed as a surgeon to an all-white regiment during the SpanishiedamWar. All
had emigrated from islands in the British Caribbean where thdyréceived excellent
educations prior to their arrival in America and had resourcesxegeding those of
African Americans of the post-emancipation generation.

West Indian immigrants in Detroit during the last decade and faohaihe

nineteenth century entered the elite substratum of the Africanriéganecommunity,
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since they possessed the requisite education, wealth, and connessmeiatad with the
local black elite. Also like the members of the black elitey thewv themselves as equal
to whites and superior to the more marginalized members dfidok population and to
African Americans in general. Even more so than the Africanrisanes of the city’s
black elite, West Indians sought to distance themselves fromother classes of
Detroit’s small black population, as well as to assimilate ertalate, and integrate with
upper middle-class white society. Their actions reflected thesire for separation and

ethnic distinction between themselves and African Americans.

The second part of my dissertation examines West Indian immigvaotarrived
in Detroit along with thousands of African Americans during theaGmdigration.
Between 1900 and 1930, over one hundred thousand West Indians arrived in the United
States, most emigrating from British colonies. While the ntgjasf West Indian
immigrants settled on the East Coast, especially in New Yaronsiderable number
came to Detroit. As noted by Maldwyn Allen Jones, most of thet\Mdian immigrants
were “probably unskilled . . . [but] not a few of the newcomers possgsséessional
qualifications which, allied to a knowledge of English, generallynedethe door to
prosperity.” Jones notes that “by the 1930s, a high proportion of New Yiolidck
physicians, dentists and lawyers were immigrants from thesBNVest Indies” and the
same can be said of black professionals in Detfoit.

West Indian professionals who migrated to the city during thegdretween
1915 and 1940 and who became known as leaders of the city’s Africamicam
community included rector of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, EvétarBaniel of St.

Thomas, Danish (later U.S.) Virgin Islands. Antiguan-Trinidadieseph Gomez served
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as pastor of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church and eventietlyme a bishop
in the AME church. Trinidadian Charles Zampty and attorneys Josephadge@ of
British Guiana and Milton Van Lowe of St. Kitts were leaderthefDetroit divisions of
Marcus Garvey's Universal Negro Improvement Association. Craigerante an
influential force in blacks’ change of allegiance from thgu#ican to the Democratic
Party. Guianese attorney Earnest C. Mitchell assumed direg@fsone the oldest black
law firms in the city in the late 1920s.

West Indian immigrants comprised many of the leading megicdéssionals in
the African American community. Robert Greenidge of Britisha@a was a physician
who helped found Dunbar Hospital to redress discriminatory pradfoshite hospitals
in the area. Physician Rupert L. Markoe of St. Croix, DanisirV Islands had co-
ownership of Fairview Sanitarium. Other medical professionalsided Guianese
physician Anthony Featherston, a resident at Parkside Hoapddbunder of the Detroit
Medical Society. Jamaican Canute G. Constable and Joseph MHstish Guiana
became leading physicians in the city, while James M. GyegérJamaica had
professional licenses as both an attorney and a dentist.

During the period of the Great Migration of the 1910s through the 1940s
addressed in my dissertation, the black community of Detroit was resideséigtlygated.
As noted by Olivier Zunz, “[tlhe redistribution dhe population in . . . [Detroit’s]
growing metropolitan area is usually described as a clésstge process, in which
those who could afford it were the first to move out of the city/ést Indians comprised
the vanguard of those who left the confines of the predominantly blagikboehoods of

the city’s lower East Side by the 1920s as the Great Migration hit its.¥tride
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Many West Indians in this group were professionals or skilled éab@uch as
electricians, machinists, carpenters, welders, and drill prs®tors, often employed in
the automotive industry. With better employment and higher incohmmsetther moved
to neighborhoods usually reserved for white families, or expandegatialooundaries
of black Detroit. They accomplished this expansion of spatial bousdati@ to 1920
by renting and purchasing homes on the near West Side, whichadaatrally been an
enclave of the white middle class. Perhaps they wished to seflaeaiselves from the
masses of poor black southerners who migrated to the city betwetmoteorld wars.
This spatial separation suggests that the misunderstanding, tesstbanimosity that
have been noted to exist between West Indians and African Ameriad begun to
emerge by the early decades of the twentieth century.

By 1940, West Indians in Detroit founded an organization based on theirafiews
themselves as ethnically distinct from African Americans. onfinent immigrant
professionals of West Indian background, such as physician Alfreedba@ and
educator Millicent Wills of British Guiana, niece of physicidoseph Wills, formed the
West Indian Social League. This early ethnic association did naniaegalong national
lines, since no one group of immigrants dominated numerically. féueding of
separate national organizations of Jamaicans, Guianese, and Trimsdaahid other
Caribbean nationals would not occur until the 1970s, when the city erped an influx
of West Indians owing to the changes in federal immigratioss kander the Hart-Celler
Act of 1965.

The subject of Chapter 9, Joseph Craigen, embodied the pattern gbratan

into American society and integration into black Detroit bgr&Vest Indian immigrants
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as they entered the country in greater numbers. While andimg an interest in his
Guianese ethnic identity privately, Craigen publicly minimized difmic background
and used his participation in the politics of the DemocraticyPand in cultural
institutions in the African American community as a means sifraation into the black
middle class and into the broader American social order. Craigattcal battles
illustrate the competition among naturalizing West Indian immigran a maturing
African American bourgeoisie.

This dissertation is based on a representative number of West inthaigrant
biographies in a process that might be called collective biografiftyamining a few
biographies of West Indian leaders in Detroit provides an understaotiingw these
immigrants obtained their educations and became professionalsrerewgployed in
highly skilled positions. Ethnic and class distinctions between afrismericans and
West Indians are clear and facilitated West Indian immigraatcess to positions of
leadership. Examining these differences in these two raai@htical but still dissimilar
populations and their interaction in the African American communitgriecone of the
central focuses of my study.

Ira De Augustus Reid provided seminal studies of West Indiamgrants who
came to New York from the end of the nineteenth century to thedpgist prior to
World War 1l. Other scholars who examined immigrants fromBhesh West Indies,
their distinctive culture, and the creation of ethnic enclavescedlyein New York
include Nancy Foner, Philip Kasinitz, Irma Watkins-Owens, and Mdayers. As the
largest West Indian community emerged in New York, it is logicat these authors

focus on that city in their analysis of West Indian Americarowever, as shown by



14

Violet Showers Johnson in her bookhe Other Black Bostonians: West Indians in
Boston, 1900-1950New York was not the only American city to which West Indians
migrated. Johnson’s analysis of the literature that addressss Mdian migrants
suggests that by focusing almost exclusively on New York, thes®ags ignore other
locations where African Americans and West Indians were memdbkera larger
community and where class, race and ethnicity met in complexsactens. My
dissertation attempts to demonstrate how these factors overlappech@rants from the
Caribbean settled in the African American community of Deffoit.

Most studies of West Indian Americans address the large contingent of
immigrants who immigrated in the last quarter of the twentieth centurya Watkins-
Owens in her boolBlood Relations: Caribbean Immigrants and the Harlem Community,
1900- 1930provides an examination of West Indians who settled in New York in the
first quarter of the twentieth century. Johnson’s study of West Indians in Baston al
concentrates on an earlier era. My dissertation begins with a focus on imsigho
arrived in Detroit in the late nineteenth century and established the foundatiomaif a s
immigrant community. | endeavor to illustrate that the West Indians who imtedymn
the interwar period augmented this preexisting group who had settled in Detreit som

fifty years prior to a later group of Caribbean immigrants.
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Chapter 2
“Higher than Those of Their Race of Less Fortunate Advantages:” DA. Straker’s
Political Leadership in Detroit, 1885-1912

David Augustus Straker, an emigrant from the colony of Barhasasmplifies
the privileged, upper middle-class West Indian who came to Detrthie late nineteenth
century. He served as the spokesperson of the city’s blackaetitentroduced West
Indian newcomers to the upper stratum of the African American contynu8traker’s
very clear awareness of the ethnic and class distinctions lretWest Indians and the
majority of African Americans led him to proclaim the formesres“higher than those of
their race of less fortunate advantages.” Because West Indansimself possessed
these fortunate advantages, Straker believed them better equipsad tthan African
Americans. In spite of Straker’s ethnic Caribbean awarehesgver, the small number
of West Indian immigrants in the city during the late nineteeentury did not result in
his leadership of an ethnic community, rather, he attained a positi@adership in
black Detroit*

Straker became an influential political figure in Detroit, ratjng to the city in
1887 after working since 1869 in the Reconstruction South as a teaddentucky and
South Carolina and as a law student at Howard University in WashinDtC. After
Straker earned a degree in law from Howard University in 1871, thblisked a law
practice in Detroit and became known as a vocal advocate of blaekstights. He
played an instrumental role in obtaining municipal employment fokbland worked to
end discrimination in the city’s early unions. Straker servedaseention delegate to

the 1888 Republican National Convention and organized partisan-based clubs tueh



18

Detroit Industrial and Financial Cooperative Association in 1890 and titeoridl
Federation of Colored Men in 1895. In 1892 and 1894, Straker was elecedrasit
court judge as a Detroit resident in the 1890s.

Straker was officially a Republican, but his failed attempadquire a federal
judgeship nevertheless had broad two-party support and illustrsethtional appedl.
Ironically, Straker would become known as an example of the prograds byAfrican
Americanssince emancipation.

Straker’s early life in the West Indies played a significeole in his political
views and the success he achieved. Because of his experieadelaak immigrant,
Straker developed a political perspective that was broad and miwgrés his ardent
agitation for civil rights and strikingly conservative in hisiviam and perception of
West Indians as superior to African Americans. His origing ipost-emancipation
British colony explain some of the paradoxes in Straker’s peoreptf race and class in
his vision of racial uplift as well as the policies he advocatwd &rogressive Era
politician.

Many of his contemporaries admired Straker for his educational afespional
achievements. However, by 1915, he received some criticism froicaAfAmericans
who found his efforts to ingratiate himself with whites objectionaisid his mode of
political activism catered to white patronage during a perioenablacks were becoming
more militant. While his critics did not associate these ssuth class and ethnicity,
Straker clearly was one of the “West Indian political acsvestd intellectuals . . . who
were anxious to establish their legitimacy as the brokers d&cjb]ladvancement.

Ironically, in their quest for this goal, the small West Indeite became embroiled in
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various political rivalries with their American-born counterpaatsl fought hard to
vindicate their leadership roles.” Straker “amplif[ied] theifpas group characteristics,”
what he termed advantages to ensure whites viewed him and otherndiess as
superior to African Americaris.

Previous accounts of Straker’s life portray him as eitheriister as radical for
his efforts toward African Americans full integration into Ancan society. David
Katzman'’s bookBefore the Ghetto: Black Detroit in the Nineteenth Centorgvides an
introduction to the racial and class divisions to which Straker adhétatzman depicts
Straker as an economic and political opportunist, alienated from weckisg African
Americans in the city. According to Katzman, Frederick Daggyllaecame a mentor to
Straker, who fluctuated between Booker T. Washington and W. E.uBoi® in his
political ideology. Katzman offers little comment, however, on the role of 3sakéest
Indian background in the development of his political views, which haveacmyunted
in part for the elitism Katzman describes.

In a brief biography, “The Response of a West Indian Activist: DSthaker,
1842-1908,” Glenn O. Phillips takes into some account Straker's edhhences in
Barbados and attributes his success to the persistence amdimi#ien associated with
immigrants in general. Phillips notes the small but increasumgber of West Indians
immigrating into the United States after the Civil War andcibraparable circumstances
they observed between blacks in America and those in the Caribb&ecording to
Phillips, Straker's black and white political opponents discrinagthaigainst him as an
immigrant and criticized him as “an old opportunistic Reconstrucpiolitician, an

uncompromising Republican and even a diehard integratidnigt.tonception of how
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Straker’'s West Indian upbringing influenced his politicahatiéis helps put this critique
of Straker into perspective.

Straker received a considerable amount of attention from the |esd, gout few
articles mention Straker’s early background or comment on hig&mig from the West
Indies. Most give an account of Straker’s life beginning withdrrival in the South.
The newspaper serving Detroit's nineteenth-century black commtinéylaindealer
featured articles about the conditions of the black population in the Waists in
comparison to those in the United States and contained news of thecapoliti
achievements of blacks in the islands. This illustrates thatblhek community
possessed at least a rudimentary knowledge of and interbstaiffairs of the Caribbean.
However, local sources paid relatively little attention to StrakWest Indian ethnicity
and observations concerning his early years in Barbados appeared infrequently.

Straker wrote an account of a trip he made to the West Ini¢sdépicts his
interest in the Caribbeargion, his continued identification with his place of origin, and
his close relationships with other West Indian immigrants. Bdisk, A Trip to the
Windward Islands: Or Then and Npwhows how Straker’s assimilation into American
society influenced his conception of the region and his desire tg thénCaribbean and
the United States into closer contact. Straker felt thisregemal involvement would
benefit both West Indians and blacks in the United Sfates.

Analyzing the society from which Straker originated providesn@ans to
understand the role he would play as a political actor. Certaanaceristics of
nineteenth-century Barbadian society would have a noticeable irapa8traker’s life.

These characteristics included the economic conditions of the coloayrelatively
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extensive educational opportunities available to blacks, a raciedrt¢hg, and the
existence of class divisions that played an integral part iretki#onment that shaped
Straker's early life. That he was born in 184shortly after Great Britain declared the
legal emancipation of slaves in its West Indian colonies, providesmation crucial to
the framework of Straker’s life. Politically, the free gmopulation of the colony was
aggressive and strident it its efforts to gain full rights tzenship and Straker’s life was
influenced by this struggle. Straker's grandmother was a slavhjparents were both
freed peoplé.

In his study of the free black population of Barbados, historian Jerome S. Handler
notes that freedmen comprised a minority of pre-emancipation gobiet the free
population expanded from the beginning of the nineteenth century, due to batll na
increase and a higher incidence of legal manumissions. AccdaliHgndler, a large
number of the free black population resided in the parish of St. Mianaghly in the
capital, Bridgetown, the town where Straker was BOriNone of the available sources
reveal if the Strakers had resided in the urban area duringyskaydike many others of
the freedmen, migrated from the rural plantation district affieir imanumission. Freed
blacks naturally had more job and wage opportunities in towns.

Straker credited his ability to “overcome the obstacles whishtbée black race
in part to his parents’ status as part of the free black popufati@enied their full civil
rights, the freedmen vocally asserted their claims to Britizenship. Freedmen
petitioned the House of Assembly for the right to testifydartas early as 1811, formed
a committee to block the passage of a bill to restrict theignaton of free blacks to the

colony in 1819, and agitated for the franchise in 1823. By 1829, the fredumden
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organized a reform movement that secured the passage of &ibid) them full legal
rights in 1831 The active role of the freedmen left an imprint on Straker, lates
advocated for the civil rights of freedmen in the Reconstruction South in a gimaifarer.

Because of the subordinate position shared by free coloreds antldoks,
Straker easily identified with men who to the casual obsemppeaaed white, which
underscored the injustice and arbitrariness of status and castetidiss based on race.
Two of these figures admired by Straker were Samuel Jacknascod and William
Conrad Reeves. Prescod, a principal leader in the free commsuagyertion of civil
rights in 1843, became the first colored member of the colony’'s Holugessembly.
Prescod made no racial or status distinctions between blacks anedsplgaining him
wide support within the free population. Where Prescod “ha[d] no dissimgg marks
of Negro complexion?® the racistCharleston News and Courietescribed Straker as
“black enough to suit the most exacting negrophifi$tiut in Barbados they had the
same legal and social status.

Reeves, a Chief Justice in the 1890s whose political activism egeou&iraker
to make law his profession, also had a complexion light enough toris&lered white.
Straker noted that Reeves had a white father and his mothex slage. Colored and
poor, Reeves obtained an education that allowed him to achieve a higmrgemer
position. Straker, though black, would follow a similar codfseBecause the free
population of blacks and people of mixed race in Bridgetown organized alongathess r
than racial lines, Straker developed a view of the political psottedt included blacks

and their entitlement to full civil rights.
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In describing the social hierarchy found in nineteenth-centurpdasims, Straker
made class rather than racial distinctions. For him, the uppgemaldle class reflected
“wealth, culture, and rank . . . [which] marke[d] the refinementucaland intelligence
of the natives. . . . The educational qualification of the colored people dVindward
Islands is far above the qualification of a majority of the pduites of the South'® He
noted that the lower class contained blacks, coloreds, and whitebredlracial groups
had representation in all socioeconomic strata and Straker conghtleatécolored men
of prominence” served as judges, court and church officials, and sibttdtany of the
free population belonged to the middle class and the growth of aepoospblack and
colored middle class that shared the social and economic valuestes wbuld continue
after emancipatiof? The class-based social hierarchy that framed Strakenspemive
of political and economic interactions originated in his experieasesyouth in colonial
Barbados.

As a prominent attorney and politician in Detroit, Straker resideghiexclusive
white neighborhood and as the owner of real estate refused to rémcks. He
described blacks in Detroit as “ignorant, uneducated, poor, and unemightave with
few exceptions® Straker belonged to exclusive social clubs including the Zach
Chandler Lodge, a chapter of the Negro Grand United Order of Odd Bekmd the
Sumner Club. He served on the administrative board of the Phillis Wheatleyaissgc
a relief agency for destitute elderly black women. Whileving Straker as part of “a
group of elite blacks, politically aware and socially conscious,tzikan ignores the
classist and racist nature of the society from which Strakginated”® Although some

coloreds and blacks in Barbados had the wealth to classify thempas class, whites
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still ostracized them socially, which caused much resentmeirake® absorbed the
prejudices of white Barbadians and like other middle-class blacksedstize cultural
values of the elite. Although his discriminatory practices deseondemnation, Straker
simply saw himself as a member of the upper class, alignbcgitsocial equals, who in
this case happened to be white.

Straker’'s depiction as a “diehard integrationist” had origins inBasbadian
background?® Straker warned black Detroiters against forming separatespiofial and
social organizations, stating that segregation was the mairkfess!’ facing blacks'
He encouraged blacks to join established white institutions rataar form their own
and he had membership in the predominantly white Michigan Club. Katroges
Straker and other upper-class blacks interacted with whites “cegwdar and equal
basis,” and many of Detroit’'s black leaders had attended schoblswite community
leaders™ In Straker's case, he developed a feeling of equality withew/miot in Detroit,
but during his childhood in Barbados.

Barbadian society had a larger number of native-born whitéiseirpopulation
than other British colonies. While many of the whites compribedwealthy planter
class, the majority was of a lower economic and social statltmugh all whites had
higher status than the colored and black sector of the society.r-ctags whites, known
as “Redlegs,” frequently expressed resentment at the ecosontiesses of nonwhités.
In spite of the rigid racial hierarchy, Straker would have ictedh with whites in a
variety of settings. His attendance at the private and Nargeeially exclusive
Codrington College would have placed him in close proximity to wilaitesit was the

white president of the school that encouraged Straker to emiguaieBarbadod’ One
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biographical sketch would proclaim Straker as “a popular idol of thieewpeople®
during his residence in Detroit, but access to influential whpgeeceded Straker’'s
residence in United States and led him to promote integration.

Education played a major role in Straker’'s life and he creditednoither, a
widowed seamstress, for the sacrifices she made to sertd bizhoof® This reflected a
general pattern in the free population. Many free black womereddan domestic
occupations in urban areas like Bridgetown, as their slave coungsemhdrton the
plantations. As a seamstress, Straker's mother held a reasbigtbistatus position and
her labors apparently proved profitable enough to allow her to edbeateson.
According to Handler, this type of industrious behavior charactettzedolony’s free
population. It also illustrates that women in Barbados could “achp@s#tions of
relative wealth” and, if not wealth, could provide for their familgsssingle heads of
household$? even if economic security did not translate into upward mobifityaker's
mother served as one of the major influences in his life, andghooti his career he
would fight for civil rights for women.

Although he would become an esteemed educator and lawyer, in his youth Straker
apprenticed as a tailor, a common skilled trifd&lacks and coloreds dominated skilled-
trade occupations, causing a high rate of unemployment for poor wmitbee colony.
Public schools taught skilled trades such as tailoring asasedicademics and it was a
position in high demand in Bridgetowh.Katzman states that Straker felt unsuited to the
work, and received private tutoring to prepare for an academieréareBecause the

public schools in Barbados operated under the monitorial system, ich whore
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advanced students assisted teachers in the instruction of lesspeevplipils’ Straker
would become principal of a school, St. Mary’s in Bridgetown, when only sevetiteen.

Straker considered the public school system in Barbados asléttaind noted
that “it . . . [was] a rare thing to find a totally uneducated@ersnan woman or child, in
Barbados, or of the West Indies in genefal."As in the United States, literacy and
education became a way that blacks and coloreds could begin totlezasigma of
slavery. Public schools opened for freedmen beginning in 1818. By 1833fidhri
schools for slaves existed on several plantations. The desire of coloredangdrkents,
both slaves and free, to educate their children became a notatoiee feb Barbadian
society®’

Straker attended Central Public School in Bridgetdifiounded in 1819 and located
in the parish of St. Michael where the activity of church gramsaid from the British
government led to an increase in public schools. Colored and blackntstufdam
working-class backgrounds attended public schools such as Centrapufileeschools
employed colored and black teachers and often more pupils wisheténd #tan the
schools could accommodate. Straker also attended Codrington College, an elite
preparatory academy that operated under the auspices of thicafinghurch?
Governor Codrington and his wealthy family endowed the school, whicluwlaged
nonwhite students from attending and accepted none until after*1888hough not a
part of the wealthy colored or black population who educated theirehild England,

after graduating from Codrington, Straker planned to attend O5¢ord.

Straker’s decision to emigrate reflected his Barbadian heritd he first migration of

poor people was of poor whites, who migrated to South Carolina and sah#rern



27

states in the U.S. Studies have shown that in the older colonieBdikedos, the
population density and the monopoly of cultivitable land by plantation owesutted in
migration patterns that commenced soon after emancigtiEmigration proved such a
common response to overpopulation and underemployment that the Barbadian
government would pass a law restricting migration in 1839, oniguerse its position at
mid-century when the legislature passed acts that encouitsgaaperfluous population

to emigrat€® Winston James notes that “Barbados disgorged 150,000 of its sons and
daughters between 1861 and 1921, a figure equivalent to the entire popofatien
island in 1861.” James asserts that the high price of land, its scarcity, and theedepend

of the mass of workers on a declining sugar industry produced theythigh rate of
emigration.  Natural disasters, including droughts and epidemicsyptfoitl and

dysentery, compounded the effects of the economy, furthering incentives tateffigr

Straker serves as one example of the “first large-scaleaodit movement of
Barbadians” who would begin to migrate in the 1860s. In theirlartMigration and
West Indian Racial and Ethnic Conciousness,” Constance Sutton and Sudaskita
Barrow note that “[e]migration had always been an integratufe of Barbadian
society. . . . and in the societies to which they went they gaircethdency in the two
occupations that carried authority and were open to Black and Cqlemle at that

time: they became known as the teachers and policemen of the West fhdies.”

Barbadian immigrants dominated these professions, particularlyrimddd and
British Guiana, where their relatively high level of education madem “too
independent and insolent” to perform fieldwdfk. Straker, too, would immigrate to

become a teacher, but instead of moving to another British colonyiose to come to
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the United States. In 1867, the president of Codrington, ReverendrdRiRh&awle,
recommended Straker to Bishop B. B. Smith of the Episcopal Chut€antucky for a
position teaching former slaves in the United StateStraker knew first-hand from his
experience in early post-emancipation Barbados how coloreds and btadisbenefit

from educational opportunities.

Straker believed he and other West Indians had benefited from haagetyead
emancipation earlier and enjoyed greater civil rights than freedmthe United States.
He saw himself and other educated West Indians as having a dutd tines American
counterparts. The government, too, had obligations. As he would comevti, Vighe
South owe[d] the negro an education as a just debt; the nation otwejdjs citizens,
black and white, as the highest duty towards them. The nationahgoset [was] duty

bound to supply the need of education in the Sofith.”

Straker taught in a school operated by the Episcopal Church andebénten’s
Bureau from 1868 through 1870. He would encounter white southern racism fiostthe
time, causing him to rethink his professional goals. John Meiaegdion, acting dean
of Howard University’'s Law School, convinced Straker that a leggdegewould “allow
him to be of more direct assistance to the struggling blacknmtomnties in the South” and,
following Langston’s advice, in 1871, graduated from Howard with a degresv. He
could use law to aid the freedmen in their fight to obtain civiltagn the Reconstruction
South as his role models, Prescod and Reeves, had done for free hthckdoaeds in

Barbados?

Because Barbadians spoke standard English in addition to a jpa¢oig they had an

advantage achieving success in higher status positions like teaemadg law
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enforcement® Straker was known in Detroit “as the black Irish lawyer bezaishis
British accent,® which, with his aspirations to join the upper class, he would have
cultivated. Accounts of his speeches commended him on his “vigoroughaste
speech,* and he did not seem to suffer from any sort of communicatiofebamwon
arriving in the United States. His distinctive accent agtualhy have aided him in his

professional and political goals.

While living in the United States, Straker formed close persandl professional
relationships with other West Indians first in the ReconstructmuitSand later while
living in Detroit. He titled one chapter of his book “Colored [aglusehe United States
to mean black] West Indians Who Have Attained Prominence in thedJ8iates,” in
which he pays homage to associates with whom he shared an ethtity.iddle noted
the “many other West Indians who ha[d] adopted the United Statdias . . home
[and] made their mark among their fellowmen of the colored réceéAtthough Straker
became a United States citizen in 1876g sought the companionship of others who,

like himself, came from West Indian backgrounds.

Some of Straker’s childhood friends had emigrated from Barbados witlartnl also
attended Howard. This type of friendship network has proven cruciaétonimigrant,
and especially for the black immigrant who suffered for both hisgioness and race.
Straker had no family other than his mother and his wife, theeionnie Carey of
Detroit, whom he married in 1871. His wife was a member of tbkaRds family, one
of most elite in the city and whose patriarch, Adolph Richards, hagraed from

Guadeloupe before settling in the free black community of Freddmirg, Virginia®®
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The lack of extended family connections increased the signikcaf his friendship

network, since his .friends replaced the support and companionship of his kin.

Gabriel L. Ford emigrated the year before Straker and comentuiky to work in
the freedmen’s schools. Ford graduated from Howard in 1872, a yeaStatker, but
died shortly thereaftef. Straker’s closest friend, Nathaniel Evanson King, came to
Kentucky with him, graduated from Howard’s medical school, and beeaohrk with
the U.S. Treasury Departmetfit.His brother, Samuel King, arrived in Washington, D.C.
in 1870 and worked for a time in the U.S. printing office before harbecill and
returned to Barbados where he digdStraker also had a previous acquaintance with
brothers James and Joshua Davis, who studied medicine at Howard céatnmeued his
education at the Toronto College of Medicine and returned to the MdBss to set up
his practice in Demerara, British Guiana, where the capitalyggeown, was located.
Joshua became ill before completing his studies and died showly rafurning to

Barbado$?

Straker met C. T. W. Smith, a West Indian from Bermuda whomfheeged to as “a
friend and early companion,” while attending Howard. After completiisgmedical
studies, Smith returned to Bermuda where he became a “practiiomegh standing and

n61

ability. Another West Indian associate of Straker's, W. B. Derrick, ciom
Antigua and resided in New York, where he served as the politeetive pastor of the
Bethel A. M. E. Churci? Straker does not indicate where he and Derrick met, but he
himself belonged to the Bethel A. M. E. Church in Detfair they could have met in

conjunction with their political activities. Straker noted the gguzf opportunities for

educated blacks in Antigua and other smaller colonies, leading théoorte to the
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United States to find greater scope for their intelligend¢¢e’no doubt included Smith in
this group of West Indian immigrants “[a]jmong . . . [the] schoathess, professors, and
ministers of the gospel in the Southern, Northern and Western Stadesspecially in
the A.M.E. and A.M.E. Zion . . . churches, in which they have reached tistime their

labors.®*

His personal and professional association with Robert Brown Elliogtrates
Straker’s affiliation with other successful West Indian imrants. Straker met Elliott
when he moved to Washington, D.C., in 1869 to attend Howard and where heebecam
active in politics>> Elliott came from Jamaica and like Straker had originghénblack,
rather than the mixed-race freeborn populatfon.Straker's friendship with Elliott
weighed heavily in his decision to relocate to Charleston, SouthliGain 1875. Both
men played an active role in Republican politics, practiced lawgeatablished a firm
with another black attorney, T. McCants Stewart, outside of Ghan® Charleston,
like West Indian society, had a racially based hierarchth wiear divisions between

“browns” and “blacks’ a social division familiar to both Straker and Elliott.

Like Straker, Elliott ardently defended blacks’ civil rightedaboth received
recognition for their oratory and debating skills in the politaecles of Washington and
Charleston. After Elliott debated against Alexander Stephenkdqrassage of the civil
rights bill in 1874, a crowd gathered in front of the boarding houseravhe lived to
commend him for his devotion to the cause of civil rights. Stralestenthe first speech
in Elliott's honof® and reprinted part of Elliott's speech in his book some twenty years

later®®
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Between 1868 and 1876, in addition to Elliott and Straker, three othst Mdians,
Martin F. Becker, R. M. Harriet, and Benjamin Byas, played a asl&outh Carolina
legislators. Byas was the same age as Straker andtesdesl Howard University.
Becker owned property valued at $7,000, the same amount reported by attiey we
Francis Cardozo. Cardozo, a mixed-race Presbyterian mims@drarleston, served as a
delegate to the 1868 state constitutional convention and in the samine/geaople of
South Carolina elected him secretary of statdlthough no source links them to Straker,
in all likelihood Straker had made at least passing acquaintaiticethe other West

Indian immigrants active and visible in South Carolina’s politics.

The political climate of Reconstruction South Carolina helped shapke8t views
and led to his contradictory depiction as a radical activist. Whibst white South
Carolinians only conceded to the freedmen basic protections anditgdgal Straker felt
blacks were entitled to equality as wéll.Thomas Holt notes that black Republicans in
South Carolina never existed as a monolithic political entity andletivinto factions
based on personal concerns and self-interest. Holt explains ttlapbléicians also had
“divisions that appear to have been ideological in content and relatdy {oathe
differences in social status.” Straker’s insistence on dguais perceived by some of
his fellow Republicans as too assertive. His West Indian ethmaty have played a
role in the creation of “differences that were significant ehota contribute to the
failure of some of the party’s legislative initiatives, awodréstrain some of the more

radical or experimental policies that were put forth.”

In 1876, 1878, and 1880 Straker was elected to the South Carolina gessemably,

but Democrats denied him his seat. They claimed Strakerdamkeenship not as a
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black man, but as an immigratit.According to Phillips, in spite of Democratic hostility
to black politicians and voters after they regained control of thagablsystem, Straker
continued to run in (and win) state electidhsA reporter asked Straker when he visited
Detroit in 1885 if he had “left politics” because of the conditionshi $outh under
Democratic rule. Straker answered in a manner suggestingettigtd and was content to
teach at Allen University, where he had recently becomegad#éan of the law scho®i.
Straker left the South Carolina two years later to residehnmremainder of his life in
Detroit, his political life far from over. In this city, asely he would form enduring

friendships with other West Indians.

Straker moved to Detroit in 1887 becoming an early example of the movement of
blacks to the urban areas of the North and Midwest to escape tile blamate of the
post-Reconstruction South. Migration certainly was not a new ergeri@r Straker.
He argued blacks had a better chance to exercise their ghikrin the North and
previous visits to Detroit, where he spoke before the DetroiABaociation and at other

prestigious event® had convinced him.

Although blacks had begun to migrate from the rural to the urbas afé¢he South
during the Civil War, the mass movement of blacks to the urban Nartdwn as the
Great Migration, would not begin in earnest until just prior to Wotlar 1.”° Sources
from the 1890s reveal a desire to leave the South, with blacks disgtissiissue in the
press and urging the development of “immigration bureaus” to asgjsants° Some

southern blacks would associate Straker with northern migf&tion.

Straker would influence others to leave the South, where blacks vang serfs,”

and come nortf? He stressed the “liberality of feeling among the white people
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Detroit . . . [and the] great contrast with the conduct of the whde in other portions of
the country.®® The Plaindealertold of how Straker inspired a large group of blacks
living in Arkansas to consider moving to Michigan. A letter to théoedixplained how a
man named A. C. Foster delivered an address in which he told the autidalestine,
Arkansas “of Michigan and her liberties. . . . which creat[ed] a loge for the North in
every southern heart. He spoke in the most complimentary mahoee David Straker

of Detroit, Michigan.®*

While living in Detroit, Straker met other West Indian immigsantho played
influential roles in his life as well as in the life of théyc One of these men, Joshua B.
Massiah, came from a wealthy black family in Bridgetown, eatégl from Barbados to
attend Oxford, and continued his education at the General Theologmale®g in New
York.® In 1893, he became the rector of the exclusive St. MatthBndsestant
Episcopal Church, which Katzman called “an elite church . . . witrhrpuestige even in
the white community®® Like Straker, Massiah played an active role in obtaining social
equality for blacks. In 1891, he attended the meeting of the EpisCopakil where he
advocated for the training of more black priests and a wideraokaém in the churcfY.
Straker noted that earlier that year, black Episcopalians chose Masslair delegate to
a church council in England where he served “as a representhtine work of the

American Church among the colored people of the Stites.”

Straker met a Jamaican immigrant, Robert Stimpson, when he tcaetroit in
1895. Stimpson had degrees in pharmacy and medicine and studied at Bisherpityni
in Montreal before migrating to Detroit. Like Straker, Stimpsaubld benefit from his

association with the Republican Party in Michigan. The Republicagrgorof the state,
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Hazen Pingree, appointed him to the position of assistant surgedrefétt and 34'
Michigan Regiments and Stimpson became “the first colored @hgsappointed from

the North to practice among . . . white regiments” during the Spanish-Ameriaat! Wa

Straker noted that the war brought attention to the West Indieshamdquisition of
Cuba and Puerto Rico by the United States and other imperialishsacaised the
question of annexation of the British colonies as WellThe issue of the region as a
“Caribbean lake” of the United States was not new, having beeadrddy southern
expansionists since the 1820s and reaching a peak in the decade préeedecession
crisis®™ Straker would describe the West Indies as the “arms to thebody” of the
United Stated? He supported annexation and increased commercial connections
between the twd® Straker would advance the notion of an exchange of human resource

as well.

The idea of West Indian immigration to the United States appé&alSttaker “as an
effective factor in bringing about such changes as would improvecdhdition of
both.®* He likewise promoted the “sending [of] colored American[s] to \Hest

Indies™®

to increase the influx of American money. His favorable opinidmsuta
immigration stopped there, however. In the 1890s, Straker spoke out wtagaghst
immigrants from southern and eastern Europe who came to Detdodther urban areas

of the United States. To Straker, the cities of America were

teeming [with the] ignorance of aliens who swarm the shores unacquainted
with first principles of good government, inimical to our constitution, and
totally incapable of how to read, write or calculate in figur&is class

dominates all of our large cities, and yet for a time we suiVive.
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Nativist sentiment had risen in the United States throughout theopsesiecade and
labor conflicts, economic depression, and intense nationalism exadethatproblem.
The northeastern and midwestern regions of the country especiallybd@mme

permeated with nativist thought and it would spread to the South a¥ well.

Michigan had the leading number of chapters of the nativist andCatiiolic
organization, the American Protective Association (APPA)The presence of this and
other organizations, which loudly proclaimed their nativist rhetdrédped to drive a
further wedge between Detroit's Democratic and Republican parbemocrats courted
the immigrant vote, while Blacks, including Straker, tended towittethe Republicans

against the immigrants.

In light of his own status as an immigrant and his support of cowtieoggration
from the West Indies to the United States, Straker’s nativsse®ms inconsistent.
Katzman attributes the contradictions in Straker’s views towardigration to both his

affiliation with the Republican Party and because he

had led the fight against the caste line in the municipal uniformed services,
the skilled trades, and the city’s factories, . . . [he] questioneelingy of
granting immigrants relatively well-paying jobs in Detroit ighnative-

born Afro-Americans [which he was not] were limited to menial

occupationg®

Why then did Straker promote West Indian immigration? Westisdieould have
increased economic competition the same as European immigrdntBethaps because
he believed that emigration would best benefit West Indian colonidgr rthan the

United States? Or possibly Straker saw emigration from tlestWdies in a more
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favorable light because of class differences, expecting educatgdeplike himself to
comprise the bulk of immigrants. Encouragement of West Indian imtiogr to the
United States, but not European immigration-this was Democeatitoty and blacks
sided with Republican nativism. Straker saw West Indian imnmograts beneficial to
them in the provision of new skills and expected them to return to dst Mtiaes with

these skills.

Straker recognized the colonies’ dependence on sugar as theobbasimonocrop
export economy left the mass of the working and middle class eaoadtym
vulnerablet®® He knew that without skills and education, West Indian immigrantgd
succeed only in “adding to the weight of negro debasement in the.'States Booker T.
Washington, he urged West Indians to immigrate to learn the sgjisred by industrial

capitalism and mechanized agriculttfe.

Straker conceived that upon learning these new employment skilsgrants would
return to their native countries and introduce “more of modern indsisfiiento the
colonies. With “Yankee energy, . . . Yankee pu$h,and “Yankee hustle'® not to
mention Yankee dollars, West Indians could capitalize on the naturalhaman
resources of the region. How could West Indian immigrants obtairalffgractical
purposes, what amounted to an apprenticeship if European immigrantsagonseof
race, monopolized the higher skilled jobs? Straker's plan had obvious fatvit does

help explain his nativism and shows as well his enduring concern for his native land.

Straker visited Barbados only once after leaving the country dbirtg years
earlier'® His journey in itself indicates the continuing significance tmeland held

for him. That he published an account of his travels only reinforcagest lifelong
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intense pride in his origins throughout his lifetime. He expregseteeling he felt upon
seeing Barbados after twenty-eight years as “indescribabl&g &slently thanked God

for his kind providence through the years of . . . [his] absence and [his] rétlrn.”

His reaction should not be dismissed as overly sentimental. Banisddng have had
a reputation throughout the West Indies for their intense love ofdbeirtry and Straker

proved no exception. James notes that

it appears that no group of black Caribbeans had a stronger emotional
attachment to their native island than black Barbadians. Travelend
through the region, including fellow black Caribbeans . . . have almost
invariably remarked upon the black Barbadian’s love for his or herenat
land. It is a passion so strong that it appears to be irrationathdiuis

only because no one has adequately explairt&} it.

Straker seems to have shared this ethnic trait with his caotpand his many years in

the United States did not diminish it.

Although contemporary sources and later biographical accounts provide muc
information concerning D. A. Straker's educational, political, and economic
achievements, few include facts regarding his family oryddd in Barbados and the
impact of the culture on his views and actions. Examining the tgot@mn which

Straker originated provides a richer interpretation of his life in the tdSitates.

Straker and others like him were products of postemancipation Banbadciety.
His educational achievements, attitudes concerning race and al$ss ammigration to
the United States reflect the conditions found in the colony durirakeés’s formative
years. As an immigrant, Straker did not come to Americatabuda rasa but had the

imprint of Barbadian society in his personality.
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Straker’'s background also provides a Barbadian framework for undersjatindi
conservative nature of his political agenda. His class-based ettgipns of society and
his fervent fight for integration find explanation by applying tfrismework to his
political agenda and also help reconcile depictions of Straker asahoghtist and a
radical. Understanding the ethnic and cultural foundation on whickebstood offers a

sharper image of his life.

In spite of his assimilation into American society, Strat@mtinued to identify with
his country of origin and maintained a friendship network with other West Indians both in
the United States and in various colonies. Ethnicity was an inmpdetetor in his life,
even after he became a naturalized American. From his amitaé United States, he
had some form of interaction with other West Indians, either pergaratirofessionally.
In Detroit, Straker used his connections to benefit other Wekarl immigrants and
served as the nexus between West Indian immigrants, the blaek ahd white
Republican politicians in Detroit during the late nineteenthurgntHe integrated these
various sectors to assist in his and other West Indian immigremégration into
American society. Straker exemplifies West Indian leadérthe late nineteenth and
early twentieth centuries who sought to act as power brokerslaac patronage for
West Indians and elite African Americans from whites. He baseefforts to advance
this small segment of the population on ethnicity and class and vitwethass of
African Americans as unsuited for progress. Straker consideredidameblacks as
inferior, those of their race of less fortunate advantages, andleelg@rest Indians as of
a better quality, the higher of their race. West Indians likek8&r exploited this

perceived dichotomy in effort to secure positions of leadership iblgok community.
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Chapter 3
West Indian Immigrants and the Leadership of Detroit's Black Churches, 1890-
1910

West Indian immigrant leaders of black churches in Detrait mlade evident the
connections between class, ethnicity and race. The immigrant lefattee church the
middle-class black elite attended attempted to negotiate betp@eerful whites and
elite blacks, while they shunned the working-class poor membertheofAfrican
American community. Working-class blacks, in competition with theekblelite for
social status, viewed West Indian leadership of their churchnastlaod of improving
their standing in the community. Black immigrant ministers bancompared with
politicians like Straker ,who in their quest to establish therasehds the leaders of the
African American community, extolled their virtues over those oivadiorn blacks.
West Indian religious officials could also claim they advanited position of African

Americans through leadership of the black churches.

Three churches stand among the oldest and most central organizatites
city’s African American community, Second Baptist (1838), BetidEA(1841), and St.
Matthew's Episcopal (1846). According to Katzman, in the nineteesmktucy “[t]he
first permanent Negro institutions in Detroit, and the cornerstdneearly all black
activities, were the churches.” Furthermore, “church membershp an excellent
measure of class standing in black Detroit,” with St. Matthe&s’the choice of the black
elite, Bethel the choice of “middling class,” and Second Baptigt mostly working-
class congregants. Both St. Matthew’s and Second BaptidVeatIndian ministers in

the 1890s and by the 1920s so did Bethel.
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The rectors who served at St. Matthew’s “were the best sstuad the black
clergy in Detroit” and the advanced education of Joshua Bowden Masdteals to the
fact. Born in Bridgetown, Barbados, in 1856, Massiah came to DetraB93 to serve
as rector of St. Matthew's Protestant Episcopal Church, the tenganization of the
black elite in Detroit. Some considered him “among the oldest astdedacated of the
[Episcopal] clergy” and “one of the ablest clergymen in the diocese.”

Between 1864 and 1880, St. Matthew’s had dissolved as an organization, its
property sold, with the “[b]aptisms and [c]onfirmations of colored @ess. . .
administered in the white churches until a sufficiently large raxmdf colored
communicants could be organized.” In 1883, a new building was erectedlcrher of
St. Antoine and Elizabeth Streets. After a failed attempthitevelergymen to take over
the church and exclude blacks from the congregation, blacks regained| ajnthe
church. When Massiah became rector, church membership had declimyeetatan
three hundred people, as many members had temporarily joined white churche$turing
Matthew’s period of reorganization. In an effort to increase begship, “the Church
determined to call as good a colored man as could be found” and ciiiciis viewed
Massiah “in every way providentially fitted for the work.”

Massiah came from a family with considerable wealth. logalBridgetown
called his father, John B., “Count Massiah” because of his weaadtis@cial status. Like
a few of the children of the wealthier members of the black midldiss in Barbados,
Massiah had the opportunity to emigrate from the colony as a youmgoncantinue his
education. In pursuit of education, Massiah displayed the type of ttemsda

immigration pattern associated with later generations ofigrants and the development
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of improved transportation technology in the twentieth century. Hhe fivet to England

where he attended Oxford. After completing his studies in Englansisiddamoved to
New York where he entered the General Theological Seminatybacame a noted
scholar of Judaism and Hebrew. In 1882, at the age of twenty-six,shereaned in the
Protestant Episcopal Churth.

Born into advantageous circumstances, Massiah attained a positeadefdhip
in Detroit’s black community based on advanced education and ecoresaigces. His
“unassuming and reticent” demeanor, “splendid character,” and inteiade him a
favorite of the city’s black elite. Parishioners noted he ‘defteep impression upon the
church and upon the community” while the local white press remarkeédvikssiah
“wielded a strong influence among the Negroes of the Episcopal faith.”

Church records note that Massiah “immediately started out to make many changes,
the first of which was [implementing] the high church serviceliich reinforced the
perception of St. Matthew’s as “a religious body with much ggeséven in the white
community.” He assumed leadership of the church during the period 8ten
Matthew’s appeared to have consciously sought to preservetésaé and [began to]
slowly erect barriers to membership.” It was during Massitdnisire at St. Matthew’s
that the church introduced a system of pew rentals, common in méisi Byest Indian
churches, which closed “the church doors . . . to the black poor.”

The changes implemented by Massiah were geared to secuMatBtew’s
position as the elite church in black Detroit and church historiansdeved his efforts
“unusually successful.” In addition to liturgical changes, he avgad the appearance

and worth of the church’s recently purchased building. He added acuneuntss such as
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a pipe organ and an ornate chancel and altar to add to the im&geMudtthew’s as an
Anglican “high church.” To highlight the pomp and circumstanceMafssiah’s
enhancements, in the fall of 1894 he arranged to have the bishop of Liberia consecrate the
ground where the chancel stood.

Massiah gained an international reputation “as leader of the bimiich
movement,” and in 1891 church officials elected him as a delegate to analnGhurch
council where he spoke “as . .. [a] representative of the @fdHe Episcopal church of
the colored people of America.” While in London, he received a spieecightion to
give a sermon at St. Paul’'s Cathedral, “an honor conferred on no otbdcolergyman
in the world” at the time. Massiah’s appearance at St. Pdid’$ittle to improve the
overall condition of blacks throughout the diaspora. But as a symbulitttecfirst and
only colored clergyman to preach before thousands” at such a j[estsite epitomized
why a well-educated and wealthy West Indian like Massialedeas the spiritual leader
for many who comprised the Cultured Colored’40.

His appearance at the historic cathedral solidified the “hétgeeen” in which the
elite of black Detroit held Massiah. He ably demonstrated llzaks, or at least the
black elite, had the cultural refinement that made them thesqtialhites. Making use
of the advantages conferred by Massiah’s West Indian ethnicégnbers of Detroit’s
black elite viewed his accomplishments as “conducive to the winniegrdidence for
our people from those whose confidence we néed.”

Significantly, although the black elite knew of his West Indiamieity, they
claimed Massiah as one of “Detroit’s representative colored @éogrief biographical

information notes that Massiah came to the United Statesyasrg man, “before he
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reached his majority,” and had lived half his life in the Unitadte€s. The sketch
emphasized that he had completed the steps for naturalization andthaitédassiah
“fe[lt] very proud of his American citizenship.” Paradoxicaliy, view of Massiah’s
privileged middle-class background that facilitated his ledileis the city’s black elite,
the account remarked that “he ha[d] absorbed the atmosphere oe@mditustoms.” It
portrayed Massiah as an immigrant who succeeded in the lassimiof middle-class
norms, rather than the more accurate depiction of his role as igiduadl whose class
and ethnic background helped establish a standard of living the blackvisiited to
attain’®

Massiah remained the rector of St. Matthew’s until 1906. Churachh®aeship
had increased to 985 persons when he left to assume the leadershipTabr8as
Episcopal Church in Chicago. He served at St. Thomas until his dedgimuary 1916,
but his body was returned to Detroit where it lay in stat8taMatthew’s prior to the
funeral service?

Massiah exemplifies the connections between class and West Indiantetihei
leadership of one of the bastions of the black elite serveglaaraexample of why and
how West Indian immigrants often rose to positions of prominence addréép in
black Detroit. Massiah faced few challenges to his standamg African Americans of
elite status, since he so perfectly represented what thated to convey to whites and
working-class blacks. The West Indian pastor of Detroit’gcAfr American working
class faced subtle trials to his leadership from the black elite.

Second Baptist Church lacked St. Matthew’s prestige as the chutbhlk bfack

elite, but it did enjoy status as the first church founded bycafriAmericans in Detroit.
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Established 1836 in protest against the policy of segregation athibe Rirst Baptist
Church, the founders of Second Baptist became well known for theiramnilit
abolitionism and the church as one of the city’s busiest stationbeotriderground
Railroad. Second Baptist had the second largest congregation durimnéteenth
century, with most of the members from the working-class stratum of th€ city.

While Second Baptist did not generally attract members of tlok kelée, two of
the black community’s most prominent families had attended the chitooh their
arrival in Detroit prior to the Civil War. The DeBaptistes dhe Richards families had
played integral roles in the church’s abolitionist activities anithé efforts to obtain civil
rights for the free black residents of the city. Both famileere wealthy and had
migrated from Fredericksburg, Virginia when the state etériree black children the
right to an education. The DeBaptistes and the Richards areiadésdowith the
leadership of the free black communities of both Fredericksburg artditDe
Significantly, they were second- and third-generation West Indranigrants. The
patriarch of the DeBaptistes, John, had emigrated from St. Hiits settled in
Fredericksburg in 1766. He would serve in the American Revolution ah898, in
effort to correct the historic omission of his service, be induntexthe Sons of the
American Revolution. Adolph Richards, born in Dutch Curacao, was educated i
England, and migrated to Virginia around 1820. Both men married frele Wamen in
Fredericksburg and were counted among the wealthiest men in theltiaak or white.
Their descendants and offspring left Fredericksburg in the 1840s and th8&l= up
residence in Detroit. As descendants of West Indians, they hadlubatien, wealth,

and connections associated with the city’s black elite even torithre Civil War. In the
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antebellum era, these resources made both families centréletaleivelopment of
Detroit's African American community. Militant abolitioni&eorge DeBaptiste died in
1875. John Richards was a customs inspector from 1863-1874 and elected Wayne
County coroner in 1880. He died in 1882. Fannie Richards was one of talo bla
teachers hired by the Detroit Board of Education in 1869. She taugbay School at
Second Baptist for fifty years and helped found the Phyllis WhekHibene in 1897. She
died in 1922°

Compared to St. Matthew’s, the leadership of Second Baptist wengkhfrequent
turnovers, with eleven pastors serving between 1874 and 1910. None ofvie ele
remained as pastor of the church for more than five years.bl&hbk elite criticized the
members of Second Baptist for their emotional style of worshiptlagid retention of
southern customs. Members of the black elite “thought poorly of dueagonal
qualifications of the Baptist ministers.” Higher status blaclenegally attended
Episcopal or Methodist AME churches whose clergy, in contrast to uateduBaptist

ministers, often held advanced degr¥es.

Contemporary accounts painted an unflattering portrait of the housesrsiip of
working-class African Americans as “very poor or very meamrches” with “only the
most illiterate men as pastors” and noted the inability of ntamgregations to support
their ministers. The press condemned “deacons, local preachers, and stewdodterf
turn[ing] out wearing hickory or flannel shirts, unblacked [sic] boots, @amtbmbed
heads.” Black journalists denounced “every ignorant preacher’ladgked the skills to
successfully “plan and manage” and created a situation in whatturgh] buildings

[were] shabby and an eyesore, the gatherings are noisy, anéighéorhood is soon led
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to consider the church a nuisance.” Conversely, reporters noted alSeetly wide-
extended prejudice among the people against so-called educateltepsgaand referred

to ministers who had graduated from college as “Rev. A. B. C. PompJsity.”

In the 1890s, Second Baptist attempted to attract leaders who wosltode
number of stereotypes about Black preachers of that eraot tBrii910, the educational
gualifications for the ministry were less important than chaatg leadership. Second
Baptist “search committees tended to favor ministers who mere of high moral and
ethical standards,” even if they lacked formal theological training. tegiofile of the
black elite and the attention they received in local newspapade the working-class
blacks more conscious of class status and the impression they miwgeumper class of
both races. In an effort to counter the image of the southern Bagtastguer, the search
committee selected Jamaican Noah F. McBayne to servecaadSBaptist’'s fourteenth
minister®

McBayne had emigrated from Jamaica and moved to Toronto whexteineled
medical school and served as the pastor of a church. Whileiittlenation exists
pertaining to McBayne’s early life, his ability to migrateerseas to further his education
and his membership in the clergy suggest his origins lay in daim&ilack middle class.
As noted by Jamaican historian Patrick Bryan, “[t]he priesthood.wagan] important
middle strata profession for coloured [i.e. mixed race] and black mBegarding the
high esteem in which clergymen were held in the colony, Bryan states that

[tihe Minister of the Gospel enjoyed considerable prestige in rural

Jamaican society, partly because of the old tradition of clesecetion
between preacher and labourer, the former often acting as aterfogthe
interests of the latter; partly because the Church and/or ttmlswas

often the social center of life in rural Jamaica. Theinsigf the black
minister of religion also rested in the rural smallholding cldsesl881 the
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census listed 261 ministers of religion and in 1891 it recorded 329 fa
evenly spread throughout rural Jamdita.
Thus, even prior to emigrating from Jamaica, McBayne had a stssosiated with the
black middle class. Once in the U. S., he would rely on his clagsssand ethnic
background to further his ambitions.

In December 1891, McBayne agreed to serve as pastor of Secphst B a
one-year term and took over the church’s pulpit in April 1892. Themexth in one of
his first acts as minister of the church he staged assefigevivals, which drew a
favorable response from working- and middle-class blacks in Det&ignificantly, a
revivalist movement led by a man named Alexander Bedward @@surring
simultaneously in Jamaica. Bedward was originally a Wesl&jahodist and later a
Native or Spiritual Baptist (unafilliated with British Bapsiy who led a sect in St.
Andrew Parish, Jamaica. It is reasonable to assume thatykeBegas aware of the
Bedwardian revivals and preached in a similar manner, whichtyyasal of many
Jamaican and West Indian revivals. The revivalist preachesgfhwak a spirit medium
with the power to bring the Holy Spirit into the congregation. Bwevalist religion had
both Christian and African antecedents, and drew negative attention Jamaican
colonial officials and a wide response from the colony’s lower ¢fass.

In July McBayne, along with Bethel's pastor, John M. Henderson, codvene
union meeting” for the “Afro-American who has the interest sfrace at heart,” held at
Bethel AME. D. Augustus Straker was featured as the mainkepeS&traker and

Henderson both addressed the formal reception given by Second BaplisBayne’s
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honor. Henderson and McBayne at times shared the pulpit or gavenseattbe church
of the other?

McBayne initially made a favorable impression in the black rmamty and
observers felt he had a “promising future before him” in Detrdite press noted the
“spirit of activity” at Second Baptist under McBayne’s leatgrs Commentators
described McBayne as a young man and commended his sermons fgsparcithe
young people.” Reportedly, the Baptist youth convention held in Datrtiite summer
of 1891 drew a crowd of five thousand and McBayne shrewdly appealgduta,
working-class black&

In November 1892, McBayne officiated at the Golden Jubilee of SecaptisB
a weeklong event featuring addresses by guest ministest,cffass” performances, with
the “ability to please the most critical musical tasted &Christian reminiscences.” An
observer referred to the program as the “attraction of the wadhy’cry from the image
“the better people” presented of Baptists as “[d]irty people [wihah't want new
churches with beautiful pews, soft carpets, and stained glass windoWsell dressed
and soft-mannered pastors.” McBayne had effectively challerigedtéreotype of the
Baptist preacher held by the black efite.

The elite had clear standards for what constituted an|“m#ared church.” A
critic of the city’'s African American community, writing fahe African American
newspaper thBlaindealerunder the pseudonym, “Plutarch,” asserted

[a]t least one-tenth of the membership should be composed of some of the
best and highest persons of the community, the remainder should be made
up of all classes and grades of persons who can be induced to conform to
church discipline, and over all should be a pastor who first is a sound and

spiritually minded Christian; second, who is a humanitarian; thin, s
a man of intense earnestness and of strong and sterling moral avatth,
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fourth, a man of refined tastes and good all-round education, and fifth, a
forcible orator as well as a clear-cut and positive preachesttotal
truths??
Comments in the black press indicated McBayne met the standdrtly sthe better
class.”

One critique made by the elite centered on the inability of wgrklass
congregations to “support and do justice to the church.” However, McBagpéred
accolades for getting Second Baptist “virtually out of debt.” Timphasis McBayne
placed on genteel entertainment and racial uplift won him admireana the upper
class. Noting that the church was the only organization availabtegpoorest and
most illiterate class,” the black press praised McBagmeadership abilities and was
“much pleased at the renewed interest” in Second Baptist hwhic. [was] everywhere
manifest.” McBayne tried to increase the number of organizatiessciated with the
church, for example hosting a local chapter of the Knights of Bgtha when they held
their “first annual service?®

The black elite viewed the relative poverty of the majorityhef black churches
as one of the most critical “shortcomings of the laity.” Pommgregations could not
afford good pastors and the press admonished against “pinching your ndoisteto a
starvation salary.” The press propagated the image of thectmegoing through the
streets with a brush and bucket, or saw and buck . .. compelledhtthea bread.”
Those slightly more fortunate were “competent to earn a tiwed at other than
mechanical occupations, either support themselves teaching schotdeoquit the
ministry.” As a physician, McBayne fit neither category dt he depend on his salary

from Second Baptist alorfé.
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Officials of the church assumed McBayne would concentratdysole his
ministerial duties while at Second Baptist, but he also estaBllsimeedical practice. His
work as a physician competed with his ministerial duties foB&joe’s time and
attention as he “ma[de] rapid strides toward success with higgsioh” and became the
attending physician to “some of . . . [the] well known familiesth# black elite. Church
historians claimed later that he took a temporary hiatus fromdicme to assume
leadership of Second Baptist, but also have mentioned that “it .was [heir]
understanding that the Rev. N. H. McBayne was practicing both callvigle in
Detroit.”®

After an initially warm reception by all classes of thg/’s African American
community, McBayne suffered a loss of reputation due in part tedaial climbing, an
unethical business deal, and a generally supercilious attitude. WHestsrived in
Detroit, his name was misspelled in fAkindealeras “McBain” and again as McCabe,
but the mistake was quickly corrected, suggesting the staff of the kg@e his actual
given and surname. With uncharacteristic carelessness,Pliniadealer began
erroneously to refer to him as “Reverend A. G. McBayne” rathan toy his correct
initials, N. F. Considering that “naming—yproposingyposing [italics mine], and
accepting names—can be a political exercise,” the paper’sr@atadentification may
have indicated an attempt to slight and devalue the minister aspusarity waned and
his actions in the community became contentious. That his misnamyg have
occurred as a harmless typographical error is a possitimiityother events that occurred

in McBayne'’s life during the time suggest that this was not the?€ase.
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During his brief stay in the city, McBayne changed resideses®ral times.
Upon his arrival in Detroit, he roomed in a house at 180 Macomb Streetook a room
in a house at 167 Mullett Street and in April 1893 moved again to 22feMreet.
Little is revealed in extant sources to explain why he m@eefilequently in such a brief
period. His reasons may have been as simple as a desettfer or cheaper housing.
As his residential moves took him further from the heart of thekhdsstrict, they could
suggest an effort to live amongst the city’s “better cldssed separate himself from the
working-class blacks who comprised the bulk of his congregation.

The Depression of 1893 had a devastating effect on white waekgrkyed in
Detroit industries, with estimates of 25,000 unemployed men. The economic etfet of
depression on the African American community proved even more sevétaclks, who
already had the most marginal employment, also had to compéte seores of
immigrant whites for jobs. Few forms of government socidfase existed and even
fewer African American institutions had the resources to deowembers of the black
community with any economic assistance. The working-class egatpn of Second
Baptist had the fewest resources of the city’s African Aocaerichurches and McBayne’s
departure from the city may relate to this fact.

One incident provides clues to McBayne’s removal from Detroitetarn to
Toronto. As reported in thélaindealer in May 1893, McBayne had evidently
experienced economic difficulties that may have influenced hisidedo leave the city.
He had purchased a horse from a woman named Adelaide Smith Vienallagreed
upon price. After paying an installment of the purchase price/doéd not or could not

pay the remainder and returned the horse to Venell. Then he demandiedsthdack
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and when Venell refused to surrender the animal, McBayne “repléw.” Venell hired
an attorney to represent her in court in effort to reclaim the horse or obtain pdyment.

While no sources exist that reveal the outcome of the caseyitieee suggests
McBayne acted rather unscrupulously for a member of theycleésghce ownership of a
horse was considered a status symbol, perhaps he was attempépgesent himself as
a member of the elite, albeit in an unethical manner. Podgbiblgconomic depression
had affected his financial circumstances to the extent that legedual professions
prevented him from acquiring the luxury goods to which he still believed himselédnti
Perhaps he needed the horse as transportation to make house callgatiehis to
maintain income as a physician. African Americans have traditiostereotyped West
Indians as “being extremely frugal” and “being extremelyhgyusand McBayne’s
actions in the incident indicate his willingness to lower his instendards to push his
way into Detroit's “better classed™

The court case preceded McBayne’s exit from the city. Chhistbrians claim
that by December 1893 he began practicing medicine full-time. 1882 city directory
corroborates this information and listed him as a physician dfl&yde Street address,
although he had begun to use the name Nathaniel rather than NoahpsHeshiegal
difficulties led him to practice medicine under an alias. nAgher name appears in any
directories after 1893 or in any census records, McBayne had callgeleft Detroit by
18943

Joshua Massiah and Noah McBayne both had advantages such as edudation tha
gave them recognition and that allowed them to claim leadershijiffefent strata of

Detroit’'s African American community in the 1890s. Both men niégtdo the city to
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further their professional ambitions and had a significant influencéhe primary

institution of the community, the black church. While Massiah hactaregosition in

the black elite and spent a considerable amount of his professitsanh Ithe city,

McBayne attempted and failed to gain permanent access to clppsrsociety and left
the city after a brief sojourn.

The lives and careers of both men illustrate the transnationelmmassociated
with West Indian immigrants in the twentieth century. Massiah eteigjfaom Barbados
and lived in England before he migrated to the U. S. McBaynhddefaica to obtain an
education in Toronto prior to his arrival in Detroit. These two men geogkamples of
the kind of mobility that characterized West Indian immigrants thatl later benefited
from improved transportation after World War 1.

Other West Indian immigrants migrated to the city during theg@dor similar
reasons and some, like Massiah, remained for a large portion chdudtidives. Others,
like McBayne came to Detroit briefly, but achieved acknowleddnfier his superior
educational attainments as well as his contributions one of thenipes@ institutions in
the African American community. Both men had experiencesllinstrate how African
Americans’ perceptions of class status and West Indian ethnoabtributed to
immigrants ability to rise to positions of leadership in nineteestitury black Detroit.
Immigrants like Massiah and McBayne encouraged the perceptionest Wdians
having a higher class status to take advantage of professional oppestumiblack
churches.

The next chapter examines the experiences of Jamaican imimigobert M.

Stimpson, who, like McBayne, resided in Detroit for a very short.tirAs is the case
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with all of the subjects examined in this study, Stimpson soughtrkaypas advanced
education in medicine and professional attainment as a physiciaaeciomomic reward,
but proved unable or unwilling to integrate successfully into thec&dfriAmerican
community of Detroit or the broader American society and retumddmaica where he

became a member of the small black middle class of the colony.
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Chapter 4

“Placing Me on the Same Platform as Others Who Did Similar Sgice”: The Role of Race
and Ethnicity in Robert M. Stimpson’s Long-Distance Fight wth the U. S. War
Department

Many West Indian immigrants used class and ethnic distinctiongligtinguish
themselves from African Americans. The experiences of Jamaimmigrant Robert M.
Stimpson illustrate that while African Americans and West imsliaere well aware of class and
ethnic differences between the two groups, whites sometinmeseid) these differences and
classified both groups by race. Whites’ tendency to categ®est Indians and African
Americans as black resulted in West Indians suffering from theraeist treatment they hoped
to avoid by differentiating themselves from African Americans.

Like Massiah and McBayne, Stimpson came to Detroit in seafratpportunities by
which he could maximize his fine education. Emigrating from Jzama 1894, Stimpson chose
the route of an increasing number of black Jamaicans during thenitetgeenth century.
Stimpson serves as early example of a West Indian immigrhat established the type of
transnational pattern which would become more common in the twerdssttury. After
attending medical school in Canada, Stimpson arrived in DetroteaSganish-American War
commenced in 1898. He quickly met Barbadian attorney D. Augustaiseftwho introduced
Stimpson into the ranks of the black elite and assisted him innolgaa position of political
patronage, as a physician serving in th& aad 34' Michigan Volunteer Infantry Regiments
during the Spanish American War. Stimpson perceived himselfpasna example of what a
black man could accomplish when given an opportunity. It is unclear whathetended to

settle in the United States or came to Detroit as a temporgrant who never meant to stay
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permanently in the country. It is clear that Stimpson consideiedervice to the Michigan
regiments as so highly valuable that he fought to gain recogratid restitution in the form of a
pension from the United States War Department. His struggleatedi that no matter how
significant his undertakings, his racial and ethnic identity predehim from achieving the
recognition that he believed he deserved. Stimpson did not integratehetmiddle-class
stratum of black Detroit or incorporate into American society, eturned to Jamaica and his
rural bourgeois origins after his exposure to the racially gaggd conditions he encountered in
the United States. Clearly, Stimpson preferred to attempt tc@we the limited opportunities
afforded black Jamaicans in his homeland than to battle againstidam racism. At the
conclusion of the war, Stimpson returned to Jamaica
Stimpson was born December 11, 1868, in the village of Porus in the parish of
Manchester. His parents, Philip and Elizabeth, were proprietorsweh® part of an internal
migration to parishes with available land. The availabilitiaofl in Manchester resulted largely
from the closing of sugar estates in the parish. Stimpson&iacof how young men in the
parish obtained a home by collective effort presents a vivid gésecriof the economy of
peasant proprietors in rural Jamaica:
Needless to say they were all of poor parentage; in some ressesed but one
or two generations from slavery. In many instances the paresg¢ried the son
an acre of land, taken from the old homestead; in rarer casespuhg ynan
would by a stroke of good fortune, such as having been in the emplogimant
family of the better class, for a year or more, and by fityghe able to have
saved a few pounds, which his parents carefully invested in a pidaedofor a
home. In those days there were a few coffee plantations wggh ticacts of forest
lands . ... The prospective “homesteader” would approach the avanskask
to be allowed to purchase a few hard wood trees . . . tree[s] ofdecmislie
proportions would be selected [to build a house]. This done, the treaseem
until his friends were able to select a day [to] be given to hithis usually

happened to be a Friday, the earlier days of the week being ech@dker in
jobbing or in one’s own fieldwork.
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Stimpson’s narrative attests to the determination of the posirgl@enerations to have some
autonomy in their work, as well as the “frugality” for which Whstians are known. Stimpson
gives a clear account of the economic activities that provided Jaraaicans with cash—
working on the estates, “jobbing” (conducting entrepreneurial aesviis vendors in the
markets), often selling the goods produced in “one’s own” fields. Téeseomic activities
provided rural Jamaicans with the fees needed to pay for their children’sieduca

Stimpson obviously rejected farming as a livelihood, choosing instead taepars
education. His choice to do so may have resulted from the fadatithtvas less available by
the 1880s, when he would have reached adulthood. Stimpson obtained an edueaisin ag
considerable odds. As noted by historian Patrick Bryan

It is clear that a relatively few black [as opposed to mpes#] children proved
socially mobile through education . . . Yet it should be understood tt@atday
education was not designed for the working classes but essentiabfiddy
class boundaries. The fee structure of secondary schools, tkeetigeprocess,
syllabus, and method of evaluation “helped to rigidify class boundanggca
alienate one group of people from the majority in the society.br#key schools
were not only few in number but their intake was also small.

Fortunately for Stimpson, education became government sponsored in 186@athe y
before his birth. With the implementation of government subsidyeshablishment of schools
increased in the colony from 687 in 1881 to 962 in 1895. In addition, the Amglislaop (and
later Archbishop) Enos Nuttall encouraged at least a rudimentargaton for rural black
children and “generally favoured educational opportunities for briglr@amising students of
whatever race,” which was an accurate description of Stinpson.

Stimpson’s family evidently managed to pay his school fees. Unlike most rural

children, cultivation of the family’s land did not require his laborsuch an extent that it

prevented his attendance at the Pratville Elementary Schooldocate town near Porus, but
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because of the costs of attending school “he was forced to go intantike life.” Stimpson

noted that “at an early age he beg[a]n to hustle for himself,”apsriselling the produce his
family raised. He received tuition assistance from local ministér Barnes. Another minister,
T. A. Fraser, acted as a mentor to Stimpson and advised him to baq@raemacist by training
at “the Dispensing School of the Public Hospital [in] KingstonfteAcompleting his studies in
Porus, Stimpson secondary school in Kingston, following a common ruuab#m pattern of

migration, which had begun to increase the population of the colaitigs beginning in the

1880s"

The sons and daughters of prosperous rural families comprised thefbihle black
middle class in nineteenth-century Jamaica. Positions tradily reserved for whites or
coloreds in the civil service, the military, and police force opetoettlacks, who in those
occupations formed one section of the black middle class. Another segmnsisted of artisans,
teachers, and the members of the black intelligentsia. A veryueal youths, like Stimpson,
had the opportunity to pursue high-status professional careers.

A caste system based on color and the rigidity of the islanass structure thwarted
Stimpson’s efforts to obtain a position in the upper strata of idamaociety. As “a full-
blooded Negro, very dark, and with features characteristic of tk¢' tae clearly did not belong
to the colored population. To mixed race members of the island’s gtimpulaccrued the
advantages associated with a color caste. For example, slaversomore frequently
manumitted them during slavery, they possessed greater econmuoigces, and they had
greater access to the employment in both manual labor and professional occfipations

Although distinctions based on color decreased, the racism that upketlor caste

remained. The elite favored the coloreds for their biologieslto whites, but their kinship with
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blacks prevented their recognition as equals in white societythelfracial power structure
conspir[ed] to encourage the colored elite to emulate . . . whitéjsjy’upwardly mobile blacks
like Stimpson must have felt even greater pressure to adhdre tmnventions dictated by the
dominant social order.

Stimpson clearly spoke Standard English in addition to patois. Arvietein a local
Detroit newspaper mentioned his speech patterns, noting that he sptikea“lrioad English
accent,” that the white reporter found “strange.” As was tym€alolonial Jamaican society,
“[tlhe ability to speak ‘good English’ was a measure of theerxto which a citizen was
conversant with British culturé”

His formal, as opposed to common law, marriage in St. Michael'digamgChurch in
Kingston in 1895 was another manner by which Stimpson displayedgdimilation of Anglo
cultural norms. His first wife died in 1920, and he remarried fivary later, this time in St.
George’s Anglican Church, in Kingston. Among rural working-clagssal@ans, legal church
marriages were uncommon, largely due to the monetary outlay ¢cedneith weddings and the
loss of independence Jamaican peasant women associated widgenatn the period between
1890 and 1901, rates of marriage in Manchester were among the lowastthe colony’s
parishes. Stimpson viewed marriage in the same way as meaihes plantocracy and the
middle class, as a method of conferring respectability.

The majority of rural blacks had little contact with the churcleducational facilities,
and consequently they assimilated few European cultural norms. &tisipsxperiences,
however, brought him into direct association with these institutitins. clear that he followed
prevailing norms and mores of white colonial society, becomindgféctean upwardly mobile

“Anglo-African.” The opportunity to attend post secondary institutias usually reserved for
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whites and coloreds. The odds against black men like Stimpson obthisitgvel of education
during the period were astronomical.

In 1887, at the age of nineteen, Stimpson began the courses required to become a licensed
pharmacist. His intellectual ability and determination eamedthe attention of the hospital’s
senior medical officer, a physician named Frank Saunders, who becether of Stimpson’s
mentors and helped him with the expenses he incurred at the schgehr And a half after he
began his courses, Saunders recommended Stimpson for a position aty Htospital in the
parish of St. Thomas. Before he received his license in 1895, heds#dns in hospitals in
Kingston, St. Ann’s Bay, and May P&h.

The colonial government enticed physicians to the island from Bshghath benefits
such as ownership of the pharmacies, which gave them a near monopaymnabists who
lacked this type of government protection could not compete economigtilyhe physician-
owned pharmacies. The government’s recruiting of white physi@aaserbated the tension
between them and the pharmacfSts.

Perhaps this type of economic and social competition encouraged Stitagadher his
education and attend medical school. Stimpson recognized that khef laxedical services in
Porus during the 1890s, required residents to travel considerable distaraiain assistance.
Recognizing this dearth in medical services may have influehedlecision to become a
physician as “he first aspired to be a doctor . . . at a vadeteage.” In spite of the economic
and social constraints against upward mobility, Stimpson emigfated Jamaica to attend
medical schoot?

In 1895, Stimpson left the colony to attend Bishop’s Universigr ddontreal where he

specialized in surgery. Jamaica had experienced a wave ofagomgfrom 1885 to 1920,
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mostly to Central and South America, Cuba, and Haiti as the codtieg on economic growth
in neighboring territories to lessen the high rates of unemploymierthe period between 1881
and 1891 a net migration of 24,000 Jamaicans occurred. The streanraitsitg Canada, the
United States, and Britain remained minuscule until after the eofirthe century, making
Stimpson part of the migratory vanguafd.

The trend toward increased emigration from Jamaica has mamgscaBgter D. Fraser

observed in his study of migration during the period that
[rlecent writers have laid great stress on migration being one signstf We
Indians’ search for independence from the domination exercised btmant
owners; others have stressed the creation of a migration draddr a
psychological predisposition among West Indians to migrate. Botthesie
features played a part in the nineteenth century migrations. Msgnare mainly
younger adults who could vote effectively with their feet agaimstrestrictions
of politics and society . . . .Yet basically the struggle agadhestelite revolved
around the issues of the control of limited resources, whether lamathar, bnd
the limited economic, social, and political opportunities availableldok West
Indians at homé&

Stimpson clearly migrated to find greater opportunities than theakable to young black men

in Jamaica.

While encouraged by the opportunity to study abroad, Stimpson encountet@d rac
discrimination while a student in Montreal. He observed the nmutiiecomposition of the city,
which had “a French-Canadian element and an Irish-Canadian populdiignsegregated
“[c]loloured West Indian students.” Because of racism, he beljétlee progressive coloured
man could scarce hope to have fair play.” The racism he encalimedontreal led him later
to renounce his alma mater Bishop’s University and encourage Mians to attend the

University of Toronto, as in his opinion, “it offer[ed] every fagilib coloured students” and the

city “boast[ed] the best coloured society in all Canada.” In mddihe perceived whites in
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Toronto to be less overtly racist “and the Negro needn’t be remthdétie ‘has shiny eyes and
pearly teeth’ in a manner of derision.” Toronto was a city wkiéest Indian immigrants would
“always get a square dedf”

After obtaining his medical degree at Bishop’s UniversitymBson migrated to the
United States and arrived in Detroit in February 1898. He estella private medical practice
and made the acquaintance of other black professionals who had emigrated frorstthed\&®
Stimpson found his niche in this small coterie of educated blackgrants, which included
Joshua Massiah and N. F. McBayne. Probably Stimpson’s most influassakciate was
prominent attorney D. Augustus Straker of Barbados.

Through Stimpson’s association with Straker he became acquuitttedther members
of the city’s black elite, as well as whites who held key pwsit in the Republican Party.
Straker’s involvement in party politics in Detroit most likely led to $8on’s acquaintance with
the state’s governor, Hazen Pingree. Pingree chose Straketedsgate to a convention shortly
after meeting Stimpson. As an advocate of reformist politics, the govemwarded members of
the black elite with a few patronage positions. He also emirf@avor with a growing black
constituency by requesting that Secretary of War Russelr &lgjest “colored troops” from the
city in the Spanish-American war effdft.

The governor played a significant role in the recruitment and deglotyof soldiers in
the Michigan 3% and 34" Infantry, who fought in Cuba during the Spanish-American War.
With no immunities to tropical diseases, the soldiers from Michdjad with greater frequency
from malaria, yellow fever, and dysentery than from actualbamIn charge of constructing a
road from Daiquiri to Siboney and building bridges across numerous awerstreams, the

soldiers of the 33and 34" Infantry were exposed to the worst disease-causing environments.
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Mosquitoes that carried malaria and yellow fever bred in the handdswampy areas where the
Michigan regiments were deploy&t.

The rates of death from illness prompted the governor to appointciamgsto care for
the soldiers from Michigan while serving in Cuba. Previous exposwellbw fever or malaria
served as one of the stipulations of the appointments. Therefargs8ti, along with four
white physicians chosen by the governor, were known as “immurilasMay 1898, after the
War Department began recruiting immunes, African Americaaddes suggested to war
secretary Alger that blacks could provide ten regiments of immunes and “pointed apgedbiale
service of colored troops, bred in the southern climate.” Algeresshe leaders several of the
immune regiments “would be composed of men of their rdce.”

The governor commissioned Stimpson at the rank of Captain-Surgeon andiga
letters of recommendation to Alger, who provided “necessary ciat¥nb present to General
Rufus Shafter, the commander of ground forces in the Santiago campaigno8tbepame “the
first colored doctor sent from the north to assume such an honorablenportant position.”
Since no three-tiered color caste existed in America and aght sldvantage accrued to people
of mixed race, largely in the African American community, sanfséon’s designation as
“colored” had a decidedly different connotation than it would inalea In fact, the term
“colored” in the U. S. was arguably a more polite and genadialrdesignation that contrasted
with various racist epithets applied to blacks at the fime.

When reporters questioned Stimpson about going to Cuba, he “said that the trip
... would bring great pleasure to him as it would give him an opportinitisit his mother,”
presumably when his ship docked in Jamaica to take on coal and sufleegony of a black

Jamaican physician volunteering to care for white soldiera iiraerican war of imperialism to
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establish control over black and brown people and using the excursiort tus/isiother should
not be lost on us. The manner in which political, racial, and s@atdrk intertwined during the
war portended Stimpson’s later experiences with the American goverffment.

Stimpson served as a physician in Cuba until September 1898, whesyitinernts he
attended were ordered back to Detroit. Their condition had detericatsdverely that they
were the first group to leave Cuba. He commanded two companielsliefs in transport to the
military hospitals at Camp Wikoff on Montauk Point, Long Island, whitwe men received a
brief examination and enjoyed a period of recuperation before reguimiBetroit. During the
whole process, Stimpson acted in some capacity in a position of respon&ibility.

Stimpson shipped out again, this time en route to San Juan, Puerto Wioking
directly under the head of the military hospital there, he dervéhis capacity until 1899. His
stay in Puerto Rico was brief. Perhaps he recognizedhibatpportunities were limited as
military personnel and others from the U. S. had transported tipendieularly American brand
of racial segregation in the new colonies acquired from Spain. Atothgusion of his military
service, Stimpson would migrate to Edinburgh, and Glasgow, Scotland, carabri before
returning to Jamaica in 1962.

Although Stimpson’s direct association with Detroit's African é&man community
ended at this time, in Jamaica his professional life continued s fmt treatment of infectious
diseases, based on his experience in service of ther®8 34 Michigan. As a transnational
migrant who had returned with additional professional accreditatoonyedl as the enhanced
status associated with his personal appointment to a position of résltyrisy the governor of
a state in a foreign country, Stimpson acquired a certain stamlisg when he returned to the

island. He established a medical practice in Manchester, Wieetecal press touted him as one
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of the “talented sons” of the parish. The accreditation Stimpsaiveztoverseas facilitated his
success in building a lucrative private practice. In addition, hengataseveral high status
appointments in the colonial government’'s medical system. Betd@®l and 1921, he served
as the appointed District Medical Officer (DMO) for theigples of St. Mary, St. Elizabeth and
Manchester, where he was appointed also as a justice of the pElacacted as the Medical
Officer of Health (MOH) for the parish of St. Elizabeth asllvas a brief stint as a resident at the
public hospital in Kingston. The opportunity to gain such respectablagnssih the colonial
bureaucracy is similar to Stimpson’s ability to obtain patronage from Pingree ahd nsiétary
service to create greater opportunities. Government appointments playacial role for the
remainder of Stimpson’s professional fife.

Upon his return to Jamaica the experience gained while with tohiddin regiments
served him well. Much of Stimpson’s work for the government focusetherreatment of
infectious tropical diseases, as it had in his service with tfead® 34 Michigan. His
experiences with the regiments in Cuba primed him for a leathig in the Jamaican
government’s efforts to wipe out malaria, yellow fever, and venarehbther epidemic diseases.
His appointment in the United States as an “expert” in this brafcmedicine provided
Stimpson with professional clout in Jamafta.

In October 1911, members of the Annotto Bay Institute held a banquetmps8h’s
honor to commemorate his services as DMO in efforts to eradinataria in the town. He
received praise for his “untiring zeal in carrying throughardious and important duties” in the
small swampy lowland regions in the parish of St. Mary. Resdd#rithe community so valued
Stimpson’s expertise, that they professed that he had “draw[n].ouftheir] highest esteem,

love, and regard®
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On his arrival, Stimpson regarded Annotto Bay as a “veritabd¢hdgap,” which he
associated with “coolies, malaria, and mosquitoes.” Stimpson’s opiegted largely on the
presence of numerous indentured East Indians in the town, who had rioted im p@o@st of
their living conditions, as well as the high rates of diseaseyetere on the coasts. He asserted
the government needed to assist local endeavors to improve ttiedig¢he residents and make
the region more resemble the mountainous areas of the island vintmtiod lower instances of
disease. He would promote government intervention in prevention of deselssthat attacked
schoolchildren, such as yaws and hookworm, and thwarted their educatiompsdti
campaigned against the spread of venereal disease and “drew aiutuick of the terrible
ravages of diseases due to impure living, which . .. sapp[ed] the manhood of J&maica.”

Across the colony in the parishes where he served, both black ated pabiiessionals
held Stimpson in high regard. The colony’s foremost daily newspapEGleaner frequently
published his activities and opinions and hailed him as “a worthy soramida.” At
Stimpson’s swearing-in ceremony as a justice of the peadd¢ouember 1911, the senior
magistrates commended Stimpson as an example of a black maheyh@d no doubts “would
discharge his duties faithfully and loyall§?”

Many of Stimpson’s “friends and admirers” were black men like Who had emigrated
from the colony to attend foreign universities and then returned.y Miathem like Stimpson
had attended Bishop University and obtained medical degrees and retudasdaica. Several
Jamaicans were counted among the alumni, but as Stimpson notedchatars “from other
West Indian islands had graduated” from the scfibol.

In spite of his return to Jamaica, Stimpson obviously kept alboéasents in the United

States. On May 1, 1926 the U.S. government announced that those mhaderved in the
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Spanish-American War and the Philippine “insurrection” weraldégo receive pensions from
the War Department. By the end of the month, Stimpson submittedppligation to the
Secretary of War, beginning a long and frustrating struggtibtain what he believed rightfully
his >

The Bureau of Pensions first required Stimpson to submit a fappéitation in place of
the typewritten letter he sent describing his service. Agdliernment required the form sworn
and subscribed before an official, Stimpson had to obtain a caeifiom the American consul
in Kingston, verifying the authorized position and signature of HydCRhulay, a justice of the
peace from the parish of Clarendon. The bureau received theceggtifin July 12. Stimpson
wrote to Winfield Scott, commissioner of pensions bureau, again two week¥ later.

On August 3, Scott requested from the War Department’'s Adj@aneral’'s Office a
certificate of examination given prior to Stimpson’s dischargmfthe army or a tracing of his
signature. Ten days later the office announced to the commisspamsibns that “[tlhe name
Robert M. Stimpson has not been found on the rolls of either tAeoBthe 34 Michl[igan]
Infantry in the service of the United States in the War Bphin.” The government denied any
knowledge of his participatiof.

Attempts to locate Stimpson in the War Department's bureaichafrastructure
continued throughout September. Toward the end of the month, the Surgeon’S&é@fécal
located “a claim of the State of Michigan for reimbursemenéxgfenses incurred in raising
volunteer forces for the Spanish-American War, comprising @e larumber of vouchers,
including . . . payments by the State to R. M Stimpson, Contrace®@ur§66.50 August 1898,
and $19.98 September 6-12, 1898.” The claim included vouchers for another‘iofirthene”

doctors, O. M. Stephenson, whose expense account expenditures includedekagiams,
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champagne, and “special medicines.” Perhaps the frivolity of €launh as this made the War
Department leery of Stimpson'’s eligibilifs.

The memo asserted the Surgeon General’s Office and the VpartDent's stance in
unequivocal terms: “Not contracted with by the United States eidence is furnished
showing the necessity of his employment, or that the medicaledsfiwith the regiments in
either Cuba or at Camp Wikoff were incapacitated . . . [byp#réormance of their duties.” At
this point, the department conceded Stimpson may have performed iaptmety he claimed,
but his service was with the state of Michigan not with theddnitates government. Further,
the government maintained that his service had not been necessary ki bif injuries made
him ineligible for a military pensiofr,

Not satisfied with the War Department’s determination, Stonpsontinued to press the
government for a pension. At this junction, it appears Stimpson wackedvwledgement that
he had served as “an expert in tropical diseases” as he ptitét, ttaan financial compensation,
since his total salary while in the army amounted to $86.50. dféstg conclude that a monthly
pension based on this amount would have been meager and not worth th&affgrs®n made,
unless had he encountered severe economic setbacks in the depression of the I3te 1920s.

The War Department again reviewed and rejected Stimpson’s olaidpril 5, 1927.
The department reverted to its original position, that it could natéoStimpson in the muster
rolls of the regiments with which he had served. Communication between &tieapd the War
Department appear to have ceased at this point. Perhaps theneeparteversal of its earlier
stance had discouraged him and the complications of long-distanaegling proved

burdensome when concerning such a small sum of nidney.
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In January 1930, Stimpson resumed his battle. This time he appeabduh tideicham, a
congressman from Michigan, emphasizing that he had done “active sesuifered and
undertook all the risks of a soldier, and ha[d] a moral claim on theopeasthorities.” He
requested that the representative “make a local investigation” tof “see. i[his] claim could not
be verified.” In closing his letter, Stimpson indicated for thet ime that he suspected the War
Department’s refusals had racial implications. In addition &&ing a moral claim to financial
remuneration he understood that “securing a pension” had the effgaioihg [him] on the
same platform as others [the white physicians] who did similar serice.”

The congressman forwarded Stimpson’s appeal back to the War Dagastinieh again
rejected it. Had he complied with Stimpson’s request for d lagastigation, he would have
discovered much evidence proving that Stimpson at least had contradtedhei state
government. The War Department in referring to his “allegedcgeas a surgeon” remained
unwilling to concede that Stimpson had served in any capacity andudedcthat the prior
rejection of his pension was “proper.” He may have gained sbgi¢ satisfaction from the
final response issued by the War Department, which notified Stimpdegbruary 1930 that his
“service was contracted for by the Governor of Michigan,” nothe federal government, and
further “the claim of the State of Michigan for reimbursemeas refused by the United
States.®

It is tempting to accept the government’s determination at vadee. Technically,
Stimpson was not entitled to a federal pension. The significanhes atruggle with the War
Department lies in his perception of the racial bias that hevieel kept him from attaining the
social status of the white physicians he considered his colleadfie determination to force the

government to acknowledge that his “alleged” service had occurfadtisuggests that his fight
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had as much to do with getting recognition for his achievemenaspaofessional, a black man,
and a sojourner in America who aided the country in a manneyalsa® any patriot. It is safe
to assume that these very factors caused the War Departnaentitiothe validity of Stimpson’s

claim and to utilize bureaucratic machinations in order to demythé recognition he believed
his due.

Stimpson’s continued battle with the War Department illustratesdfiusal to accept or
inability to navigate the racial norms that characterized rikaqae society at the beginning of the
twentieth century. The class-based attributes of education andsgoofglism that were
associated with Stimpson’s West Indian ethnic background did not asslwsion into
American society. Like Straker, Massiah and other influentiastWhdian immigrants in the
city, Stimpson had access to powerful whites who could facilitedepfogress during his
American sojourn. His permanent return to Jamaica, ultimately, vesywsuggests he rejected
integration into the African American middle class in Detroit and chossuanrto rural Jamaica,
where he took an upwardly mobile trajectory to become part of thadis small black
bourgeoisie and benefited socially and economically as a result of his tranahexperiences.

Ultimately, Stimpson did not benefit from the wages of class #mdo#ty in the manner
in which he felt entitled in American society. The white goweent officials whom he
encountered discounted or ignored the class and ethnic advantages Véesinmaigrants like
Stimpson believed differentiated them from African Americansm@&on believed incorrectly
his education and professional attainment protected him or would taitigabrunt of American

racism.
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Part Il

Chapter 5

“Citizenship and Homebuilding Are a Definite Part of Our Work”: The Leadership
of Everard W. Daniel in Detroit

As in the period before the Great Migration, West Indian immignahts arrived
in post-World War | Detroit held positions of leadership in the wistihs central to the
city’s black community. When compared to earlier cohorts of Weekah leaders, these
later immigrants continued to promote what they perceived asstiyeriority to African
Americans and to assume positions of authority in black Detroit. h Battors
contributed to friction between West Indian and black American leaders.

Between 1910 and 1930, Detroit’s black population increased exponentially as
southern blacks migrated to the city. Blacks left the South in ditovescape racial
discrimination and intimidation, the economic devastation caused tbptheeevil, and
the decreasing price of cotton. In Detroit, as in other induse@ibns of the urban
North, blacks would begin to replace Europeans denied access to thd Btates as a
result of World War | and federal policies to limit immigoati Accompanying the
thousands of southern migrants was a continual wave of West Indiagrenitsi to the
city, who would enlarge the city’s black urban population and compete Adrican
Americans for resources such as housing and employment.

Like West Indian immigrants of the earlier period, those who n&dreo Detroit
in the era of the First World War often had educational attainmamis economic
resources greater than those of African Americans, espethalysouthern migrants.

West Indian immigrants would compete for employment in the automiotikestry, as
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well as for housing. Their greater resources often allowed tlwembtain skilled
positions in the auto plants that brought higher salaries and ledeariger exit from the
city's squalid black neighborhoods. As with previous Caribbean mgjraat
disproportionate number hailed from the ranks of an educated professitaaivab
became leaders of religious institutions in the African American community

Everard W. Daniel, rector of St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church, @rss such
leader. Daniel’'s leadership of the church began in September 198é& ey’'s black
population swelled rapidly. He gained enormous influence in the black woitym
owing to his ability to obtain employment for his congregants héh Ford Motor
Company, the only automotive company to employ blacks in any sdbstaumber.
Daniel used the church as an unofficial employee-recruiting agentlye company and
had access to some of Henry Ford’'s top “lieutenants.” DaniBlairgsh (later U.S.)
Virgin Islands origins played a significant role in cementingelationship with Ford
executive Charles Sorensen, the foundation of Daniel's considerableoatested
authority?

Daniel reached his ascendancy as the preeminent leadertroit’BeAfrican
American community as the city’s black journalists lauded “thgrdlehurch” as “the
most vital institution of the race” and “the nerve center of theedaan Negro.” Daniel
could have served as the subject of the article written by HbWaiversity dean, Kelly
Miller, which lambasted “Negro preachers” who from the sinist&e of ecclesiastical
power to effect political ends, became beholden to “the favor ofewgutiticians for
[their] livelihood.” Daniel's endorsement of political candidates #@dexpectation that

he would deliver the votes of his congregation came from the direddtikA=nry Ford.
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Industry, politics, ethnicity, and religion colluded within St. Matthewsler Daniel’s
leadership in the 1920s and 1930s.

Daniel illustrates the well-known public figure who mediated betwthe broader
American society and the many West Indian congregants Ma®thew’s. As noted by
historian Victor R. Greene, Daniel was among the type of ethaers who “should be
viewed as . . . agents of their groups’ adjustment in America."adted as an agent of
adjustment through his efforts to secure for members of his chustttpaying jobs,
home ownership, and naturalization as American citizens. Danietl &s “leader
facilitating . . . [his] followers’ ethnic identity” in his prefnce for the church’'s West
Indian members. As he endeavored to sustain the immigrahtst edentity and assist
them in settling in Detroit, Daniel assumed the role of an actéader, an intermediary
for West Indians in the larger worfd.

John Higham states “[immigrant] leaders focus the consciousriess ethnic
group and make its identity visible.” Daniel used St. Matthew’snake the ethnic
identity of West Indians visible. Because economic survival ottmgregants and of
the church was of paramount concern to Daniel, as a leader in Detroit’s black coynmuni
he accommodated the conservative anti-union and ant-labor policies ofMedod
Company and its official3.

Born on February 22, 1879 in the Danish colony of St. Thomas, Everard
Washington Daniel had a mixed-race ancestry and came froitidde-class background.
His father was a Danish-speaking white man and his mother, Gliemea black woman
from the British colony of St. Kitts. Daniel was bilingualdaconsidered Danish his first

languagé.
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The Danish Virgin Islands differed from other colonies in the Mfedies in that
individuals of mixed race “of good behavior and social standing” attalhmedame legal
citizenship as whites and “there was no sharp dividing line leetwiree white and near-
white residents.” Daniel, characterized as a mulatto in Lb8ergment records, may
have benefited from the more liberal racial mores of the Danish coloniainsyste

The colonial regime of the Danish West Indies historically hadadition of
liberal education of slaves and free blacks, and Daniel, considepediant student,
came to benefit from the educational policies of the colony. In 189%migrated from
St. Thomas to New York, where he completed his education. His niolllogred a year
later. Daniel became an American citizen in 1901, sixteers yedore the United States
purchased the Danish Virgin Islands and twenty-six years befierastand’s black
inhabitants gained U. S. citizensfip.

Characteristic of West Indians who migrated in the nineteenthurgerdaniel
was highly educated. He attended St. Augustine College in RalRigrth Carolina,
where he received his B.A. and earned his M.A. from New York UsityerHe attended
the Union Theological Seminary in New York and earned a doctoraigimty. Daniel
was ordained in the Protestant Episcopal Church in 1902 and becaorecseaie of the
wealthy and prestigious St. Philip’s Episcopal Church in New Yaiti, a position he
held for seventeen yeats.

Daniel married his wife, Marcelline, in 1903. The couple’s onlyd;hdon
Langton, was born the same year they wed. Marcellineterfatike Daniel, was a

Danish-speaker, a native of St. Croix in the Danish (later WBgin Islands. Her



82

mother was born in Pennsylvania while Marcelline was born in Beraey about 1880.
Marcelline moved to New York, where she earned a living by giving piano le¥sons.

Daniel left New York to become the rector of St. Matthew's1@R1. St.
Matthew’s is the third oldest black church in Detroit and an alftgorofessionals,
business owners, and skilled workers comprised its comparatively somgregation.
Over the next two decades a significant proportion of the congragatbuld emigrate
from the West Indies, like Daniel, and attend his church, as folloofetise Anglican
faith."*

During the period between 1910 and 1920, St. Matthew’s increased from 187 to
600 members and was one of the ten largest black churches inyth&oder Daniel's
direction, the church began an aggressive campaign to build a newhgargsh Daniel
and the congregation placed a time capsule in the cornerstone parish house when
construction began on the new edifice on December 11, 1926. Early in’'®tamere
the church became a self-supporting institution, reputedly “the asliyred church
between New York and Minnesota” that could make such a claim. bklaol churches
struggled financially and were often in débt.

In accordance with the social service agenda of the Protestatbpial Church,
Daniel founded the Dorcas Society in 1923, an organization that distritngddand
clothing to the poor. A local black businesswoman, Elenora DeVeisteasBaniel in
managing the church’s operation and served sometimes as thésreetoetary. Early in
his pastorate, he established a benefit society to assisteimbers of his congregation
financially. Daniel helped found the very active Chapter 966 of thén&todod of Saint

Andrew. Donald J. Marshall, who became Daniel's collaboratoctimitees outside the
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church as well, played a paramount role within the Brotherhood. BWhegmith and

his son, Birney, Jr., were also active members of the orgamz&escribed as “part of
an international organization found where ever the Anglican Churestablished,” the
Brotherhood proved instrumental in fundraising efforts for projects mmgréed by the
rector, such as building the parish hotise.

To the parishioners who attended St. Matthew’s, Daniel was theiloved
rector,” and the high esteem in which they held him bordered anvmship. Members
“rejoiced in his selection knowing that . . . [their] troublesena&t an end.” Described as
“frank and respected by all who knew him, frank and straightforatveys,” as well as
“a very gruff person, but . .. [with] a heart of gold” and althoulgis Stern demeanor
repelled some,” members of his church “realized that he stooty fiomthe dignity and
welfare” of the black middle class that he represented. Considered loh chembers as
“a priest of outstanding ability” Daniel “embraced all the diedtions” required by St.
Matthew’s congregants.

When Daniel first took over leadership of the church, it had divela small
membership and practiced an informal policy of exclusion and exclusiveness begun in the
nineteenth century. Most members lived far from the “Black Bdttoeighborhood
where the church was located and “the community around St. Mastheas not
involved with the church.” Daniel made a conscious effort to eskabile church as a
more neighborhood-based institutitn.

Under Daniel's direction, the church expanded and attempted to becorae mor
involved in the community. For some families “all of . . . [themjeztainment, more or

less, centered around . . . St. Matthew’s Episcopal Church.” IDgpeaed the church to
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host noted speakers, to present refined entertainment, and provide nuisianing
lesions to children on Saturdays, when recreational programsaannhorning until
early eveningg®

Records indicate several West Indians arrived in Detroit durivey Great
Migration and joined the church. Class and ethnicity influend¢ed tenor of St.
Matthew's as larger numbers of immigrants arrived from thestWedies during the
1920s. West Indian ethnicity would become a predominant feature ohtinehcand
would remain a constant feature to the present.

Drawn by the continuation of the Anglican tradition common in mBntish
colonies, many West Indians joined the church as members. Theseememcluded
Charles and Constance Henry, of Antigua and Barbados, respectivetgigrating to
Detroit in 1923, they soon joined St. Matthew’s, where Constance would bexome
founding member of the church’s Dorcas Society, Bible class,bamdar committee.
Another couple active throughout their lives in the church, Owen Beoh8tt Vincent,
and his St. Lucian wife Ruby, who came to Detroit in the eB®BO0s, were married by
Daniel in October 1924 and would celebrate their wedding anniveasatye church
forty-two years latet’

John and Belle Coote of Jamaica and their relatives, Mae anke€abte, had
a lifelong affiliation with the church as well. Other membafrshe Coote family would
immigrate and join St. Matthew’s in later years. Alfredd8ian, an autoworker from St.
Kitts, attended the church and may have owed his job to his church ns@ipbewWest

Indians James and Mabel White and Anthony and Jemima Leopold ofcaamio
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migrated to Detroit in 1921, made regular financial contributionfi¢éontaintenance of
the church?®

When West Indian members of St. Matthew’s returned to the Caribbean,
maintained their connection to St. Matthew’s and established treorsadapatterns.
Member Cleveland Alexander, who returned to Jamaica after livinQetroit for a
number of years, wrote a letter that stated that he “misSfedflatthew’s and everybody
very dearly.” During his travels he “ha[d] visited many dnas since . . . [he] left
Detroit, including Boston, and St. Matthew’s will stand out pre-emipemong them.”
When Belle Coote returned to live in Jamaica after the deatkrdfidsband, John, she
continued to give gifts to the church and “still ke[pt] in touch widr beloved St.
Matthew's.™®

In addition, Daniel invited prominent West Indians to speak at the lchiunther
cementing the image of the church as a West Indian institutiomn Ahnual meeting of
St. Matthew’s Men Club, New York judge James S. Watson actdu dsdtured speaker
for the event. As master of ceremonies, Daniel introduced Watsausifng on his rise
from a hotel clerk in Jamaica to a “friendless immigrant” winak humble position as a
door attendant at a New York apartment building before he becamenigipal court
judge. At the conclusion of the meeting, Watson “was presentegwitlory gavel by a
group of his West Indian friends in Detroit, many of whom he had kno¥anebeoming
to America.”°

In acknowledgement of the ethnic composition of the church, Daniel egeaura
the many West Indian parishioners to assimilate and adopt midgkeraores. Speaking

at a meeting of the Brotherhood of St. Andrew, he addressed sihe drectly and
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“stated that citizenship and homebuilding [were] a definite part.af[the] work” of the
organization. In public forums, Daniel used his authority and leadershgiréss
citizenship and “stated that among the chief things he hadwasean attempt to . . .
[give] a sense of civic responsibility” to church memigérs.

With his impeccable credentials and influential contacts, Danighrbe “the
darling of the black elite.” A local newspaper regarded him‘case of Detroit’s
outstanding civic and religious leaders and . . . [as] a valuablal szsset to the
community,” and noted “his high scholarship and sterling qualitiea ksader.” His
advanced education, genteel disposition, and position as rector ofyteectite church
“made him the Detroit's chief black spokesman until his death in 198 only six of
the city’s black pastors having attended college, Daniel commaredpdct as the most
educated?

Daniel's major endeavor entailed finding employment for black mé&o w
attended his church. In 1914, Ford Motor Company began recruiting and Ihigicig
men for employment at its plant in Highland Park plant and iatére huge Rouge plant
in Dearborn, Michigan. In 1921 Ford’'s head of production, Charles E. Sorense
approached Robert Bradby, the pastor of the oldest and largest mwit’Beblack
churches, Second Baptist, about employing members of his church aintipany. In
1923, Sorensen made a similar arrangement with Daniel. Accdodmgtorian Richard
W. Thomas, Daniel and Bradby “used their ties to powerful whitekeverage their
resources on behalf of the larger black community,” and theserteégreatly valued
their ties to the Ford family which enabled them to dictatendweire of community

123

building.
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Ford viewed the churches as ideal locations to recruit steadystrious, and
sober workers. The company preferred to hire married men, whonviéareld as more
deserving and in greater need of the high wages he paid. & apivrutal work
conditions, the company became the largest employer of black nbexirmit and one of
the only firms where black men could earn enough to support theitdamBy the mid-
1920s, Daniel had become the favorite of Ford executives, making hinmadke
influential leader in Detroit's black community in the period betwéhe two world
wars?*

Daniel's ability to influence blacks’ employment at Ford beeaan way of
controlling his parishioners as well as equipping them with the meansrovide
themselves with homes and the elements of middle-class st&asgshioners often
appealed to Daniel to find them employment with the automakier iatervene for their
reinstatement when fired. According to one church member, “hevbdilithat every man
should have a job so that he could support his family.” Throughout the ldackunity
it was well known that “Father Daniel was responsible for afl@hen getting to work at
the Ford Motor Company*®

As recounted by St. Matthew’s member Birney Smith, Daniet “imdluence”
with Ford, “but, there was no racket like some people would like t ttiere was.”
Smith insisted that Ford never financially contributed to Danieliarch, but many
people believed the pastor received some economic benefit fromdigrialist. Smith
stated, “Father Daniel was, well, he was talked about in margafine] ways. But

Father Daniel wouldn't take a nickel from anybody for anybody’s influefite.”
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According to one historian, “by 1925 he [Daniel] and Ford had developedma w
personal relationship.” When Ford, an Episcopalian, began attendinghtisn@s
service at St. Matthew’s with his wife in 1929, it signaled to Alfiecan American
community that Daniel indeed had influence with the industriakst.a “close friend,”
he “spoke his mind . ..to Ford ... never asking anything . . . baysleommanding
respect.?’

Daniel acted as the nexus between Ford executives and thenAfmarican
community. He “often introduced visiting African-American leader$-ord officials.”
This became a reciprocal arrangement and “on numerous occasiahadked him
[Daniel] to represent the company at formal ceremonies, imguthie installation of
presidents of black colleges.” Ford’s head of advertising, Willla Cameron, had a
personal relationship with to Daniel and spoke at St. Matthew's toleast one
occasiorf?

According to Smith, it was not financial contributions that tied Blatoi Ford, but
the fact Ford and his executives “could trust Father Dariel. made recommendations
and they called him in for consultation on different things, industiiags. And they
would take his word for it. But they tried to make out that it s@we sort of pay-off or
something. People were jealous. But it wasf't.”

While Smith contends Daniel's character, rather than econongdstd the
relationship between the rector and Ford upper management, other suggest Ford
helped finance the building of the church parish house, a considerabieidina
contribution. As historian Richard Thomas notes, “Father Daniel had nmsjadout

using [the recommendation] system to economically strengthen mmscomgregation”
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and received an indirect economic benefit from his relationship weitth. F‘No doubt,”
states Thomas, “many blacks joined Daniel’s church just to obtaik and once having
obtained it, abandoned him.” By the mid-1920s, Ford’s practice of ubmdlack
churches for labor recruitment had “drawn the larger black comynurit a state of
economic and political dependency.” While Daniel undoubtedly reapedci@han
rewards from such an arrangement, the arrangement itself wasndpart to his
ethnicity*°

Daniel became close to Charles Sorensen and “[h]is personadishi@” with
such a high level executive of the company “contributed greatlGoafse, to his
influence.” Sorensen, Ford’s chief production manager, and “probably sh&rmevn of
Ford’s many lieutenants,” began his employment with the company in 1904. By 1919, he
controlled the operation the Rouge plant with the help of men he sklsatsh as Harry
Bennett, who served as head of the Ford Service Department, “shave¢obeen the
largest private police force in the world.” Because of tlpeisitions at the Rouge,
effectively the only Ford plant that employed black workers, botiersen and Bennett
would have close interaction with St. Matthew's. Bennett would wdokety with
parishioner Donald Marshall, as Daniel did with SoreriSen.

Both Sorensen and Daniel spoke Danish and the shared languagd ereabng
bond between the two men. Surely the tie between the two menresagtisened by the
fact “both were ex-Danish citizens, Sorensen having been born in tiemoatuntry;
Father Daniel in the islands when they were under Danish ruleifneyB Smith
recognized the role ethnicity played in the relationship betwesmeDand Sorensen,

when he stated, “Charles Sorensen happened to be a Dane. Fathes [3ajieame
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from the Virgin Islands, which was Danish, and they struck up adst@p. It was just a
personal friendship,” which rested largely on a shared ethnic, nat, rideintity. It could
not have rested on a “racial identity” since one was white and the othefblack.

As noted, the Ford executive initially had approached Robert Braudstor of
Second Baptist Church, to recommend black workers and several earsdntacted
Daniel. However, by the mid-1920s, Daniel had usurped Bradbgcesa to obtaining
Ford employment for his parishioners. Daniel's favored position vatld Bfficials was
related to his ethnic background, in both sharing a language anigm$en, as well as the
perception of him as “more educated and suave than Bradby,” adratcs for which
West Indian immigrants were knowh.

Also in 1923, to directly oversee the performance and resolve displubdack
workers in the Rouge plant, Sorensen appointee Harry Bennett hiredfotie
parishioners at St. Matthew's, a former Detroit policeman ndbwetald J. Marshall. A
vestryman active in the Brotherhood of St. Andrew as well asnady school teacher,
Marshall had a very close relationship to Daniel and was a dedicaémber of the
church. Like Daniel, he exploited his association with the church to his own advantage in
regard to his position at Ford, where he “had the entire cologesbimnel under his
jurisdiction.”*

First employed in the service department and later given soletonthe hiring
of black employees, Marshall answered directly to Ford, SorensdrBexmett. Like
Bennett, Marshall was well known for his violent methods (beatiofigs¢eping workers

in line. A former Ford employee recalled

Marshall was just the same type of man as Harry Bennett in his day. He
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was a nice guy but he was exactly the same type as Bamyett. If a
colored man would give any backtalk in the employment offickafle
been told this over and over, so it must be true), Marshall wouldhtake

out in the back room somewhere and give him a working over, just a
regular old police method, and just beat the very last daylightsf dutn.

He ruled with a strong harid.

Not only did Ford expect Daniel and Marshall to discipline black Ford emgdoye
but to influence directly the political affiliation of West Indianko were members of St.
Matthew’s. Because Ford endorsed Republican Party candidates] BaaiMarshall
were expected to deliver the votes of the members of the congregatioblack men
employed with the company and who attended the church. The 1931 hyayaca
serves as one example. Daniel and Marshall bullied congregaplsyed at Ford who
voted for Democratic candidates. The two men either reprimandattiteant workers
or they lost their Ford job¥.

Because of Daniel's close relationship to the company, hedadhtere to its
conservative and often repressive policies. Thus, he and Marshallemthedenounced
labor unions as their association with Ford, a notorious anti-union compamyapen-
shop city, dictated. In 1935, the Detroit Urban League brought in lalganiaers
affiliated with the association’s national Industrial Relatidb&partment to form a local
branch of the Negro Workers Council. Informing black workers ofaiiheantages of
union membership stood as the major goal of the council. Daniel ansh8dl made it
difficult for the labor organizers to find a forum for their iaitimeeting, played a

dominant role in the failure of the organization, and compelled blao# Workers to

reject the Negro Workers Coundil.
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Daniel regarded the NAACP as a foe because of its pro-uniomestand
threatened to organizeboycott of the organization’s national meeting held in Detroit in
1937. He accused the organization’s New York leadership of interfieriladpor issues
in Detroit. He denounced them when he railed “[y]Jou can’t tell a wiaom to employ
and whom not to employ” and threatened his congregation that Ford “wcloge
down . . . and then where would you be?” He “prayed that . . . [he] wouldanetto
fight [unionism] anymore, but [he] just must fight some things.” Daniel would “aotdst
for” union organizing’®

When Howard University president Mordecai Johnson spoke in Detroit in favor
of union organizing, Daniel “denounce[d] Johnson” in a “militant sermort’ dbtually
was more a paean to Henry Ford. He disingenuously tried to dedis Femtiunion
stance and claimed the industrialist “ha[d] never asked anyone wogdaize against
him.” Blacks should remain loyal and beholden to the automaker amtdaty to
Daniel, “if any people criticize Ford, it should not be the Negroehe Negroes ought to
get up and bless his nant&.”

St. Matthew’s provided Daniel and Marshall a forum from which tteyd relay
and reinforce the political stance of the Ford Company. Both nten ased Sunday
morning services to this end. Daniel “laid down the challenge”d@dmgregation one
Sunday “to anyone to show him any industrialist who ha[d] done moriadocolored
laborer than Henry Ford.” The next week Marshall spoke on “the Falidy . . . as the
public [was] keenly interested in the issues pertaining to thhd Ptant and Negro

labor.™°
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As Daniel grew closer to Ford and Sorensen, a rivalry develogiegeen Daniel
and the BaptisBradby and continued throughout the 1920s and into the next decade.
They frequently denounced each other from their pulpits and at parow®#ihgs. The
two men “didn’t agree on many things,” and Daniel “looked on Bradbyams
opportunist.” Bradby heard rumors that Daniel said he had fallen davafwith Ford
executives, but Bradby continued to interact with company officials until ¥941.

Marshall and Bradby had difficulties as well. Because heiti@gdacted with
Ford and Sorensen prior to Daniel and Marshall, Bradby had atccédss Rouge plant
and initially had the authority to discipline black workers. rahall, “[a]s a full-fledged
employee of the company,” gradually assumed many of the [gagimerogatives.
Bradby continued to report directly to Sorensen, which Marshall deagea usurpation
of his authority and “[s]uch appeals did not endear the minister [Byaalidlarshall, and
the two men were engaged in a running fight over the next twaléeta By 1931,
competition for Ford’s favor fuelled the intense rivalry between|¢aglership of St.
Matthew’s and that of Second Baptist. The West Indian ethnic igeiftthe rector and
a significant proportion of the congregation became a factor irstiinggle between
Daniel and Bradby to secure their influence with F8rd.

The conflict between Daniel, Marshall, and Bradby culminatedeptember
1931 when Marshall spoke at a political meeting that was hetaébaflarge audience at
St. Matthew’s. He accused Bradby of dishonest maneuvers in cbojuwath the
municipal elections of that year. One of Bradby’s supporteenddtd the meeting and,
alarmed by what he heard, felt compelled to warn the pastorwrble Bradby that

Daniel and Marshall used unsavory practices in the recommendatidmnrang system at
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Ford. Furthermore, Daniel discriminated against African Amaescand sought to
employ only West Indians that belonged to St. Matthéi's.

Ultimately, Daniel's “tireless and relentless” anti-unionisaused his appeal to
wane and he gained critics both locally and nationally. Newaror leaders such as
Charles Hill of Hartford Baptist Church, Malcolm Dade of Sypflan’s Episcopal,
William H. Peck of Bethel AME, and Horace White, pastor ginitduth Congregational
Church, challenged Daniel's previously uncontested control of blacloiDetiWhite
wrote a scathing article denouncing Daniel and Marshall’'s suppéivrd and “accused
the black church in Detroit of having failed black workers.” As unimongsew stronger,
White and others sought “to preserve the black church’s leadexdkipn the black
community by severing it from the influence of the industrialists.”

In April 1939, as the fight between Daniel and the pro-labor foreashed its
peak, the rector fell ill and left Marshall in charge of condemrihe black community
when it showed any interest in unionizing at Ford. According to bhenember Birney
Smith, prior to Daniel’s death, a rift developed between him andhidrbecause of the
latter’s increasingly brutal tactics in repressing blaskskers with pro-union leanings.
Daniel died September 6, 1939; one month later workers at Chrysieowstrike at the
Dodge plant on the city’s east side. Seventeen hundred black sverkg@loyed at the
plant joined the strike, which led Marshall to organize a laekerk group of
strikebreakers. With the success of the Chrysler strike, ursobeggan to turn their
attention to Ford, where a strike ensued in 1941 and marked the émel alfiance of

black churches and the auto compéahy.
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Daniel, the pastor of one of Detroit's most prestigious institutioad,a personal
but subordinate relationship with one of the nation’s most powerful indiisis| Henry
Ford. This gave Daniel authority well beyond his parish, but his influenbetroit had
mixed results. For over fifteen years, he secured employmegiigpeelatively high
wages for black men. However, the jobs they obtaimigkd Daniel’'s recommendation
often entailed working in the most dangerous and unsanitary conditioms pfant. For
access to Henry Ford’s patronage, Daniel, and subordinates simalsl Marshall,
resorted often to autocratic and even brutal methods of controlling adkers
politically and preventing unionism in the auto industry. The link betwthe middle-
class West Indian membership at St. Matthew’s and employm#nFard resulted in a
class and ethnic clash with the pastor, Robert L. Bradby and thebjamér American
migrants who comprised the congregation of the larger, if less prestigi@mosid3gaptist
Church. The clash between the churches resulted in accusatiolsathelt wished to
see West Indians employed at Ford to the exclusion of southern blacks.

Ethnicity also played a major role in creating a relationship between Rauuel
Charles E. Sorensen, the high-ranking official of Ford’s River Rouge plant, wirterst a
all black workers were employed. The shared ethnic backgrounds of the two men
resulted in Daniel’'s advantage over Bradby in access to Ford and his patronade. Danie
in turn, could parley his influence to advance the economic position of West Indian

immigrants who attended his church.
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Chapter 6
The Politics of the Pulpit: Joseph Gomez, Afro-CaribbeanEthnic ldentity, and
Leadership of Bethel AME Church in Detroit, 1919-1928

An examination of the main institutions in black Detroit as thgsciAfrican
American population expanded reveals a continued pattern of leadersinynigrants
from the Caribbean. In spite of being of the same race, West Ihthaddle-class status
and perceived ethnic superiority remained a cause of frictioweket them and
American-born blacks with whom they competed for authority and geestiWith
limited positions of leadership available in black Detroit, Waslidn immigrants also
competed among themselves over opportunities and advancement.

During the 1920s, West Indians led Detroit's two most prominent African
American churches. Whereas Everard Daniel represented themjlade class elite
who attended St. Matthew’s, West Indian Joseph Gomez led the mashdienorking-
class membership of Bethel African Methodist Episcopal Church EAM Many
considered Gomez a stereotypical West Indian radical in his wumée later depictions
suggest his goals and values had many conservative elements. '$eff@zs to
establish himself as a legitimate leader of Detroit'scafini American community led not
only to conflicts with rivals like Daniel and Robert Bradby et8nd Baptist Church, but
with African American leaders of the NAACP as well.

Robert Weisbrot, in his study of Father Divine as a reformeiggious leader in
Harlem during the Depression, asserts that Gomez had a cowglgréatonservative
orientation” and practiced “a long otherworldly religious traditidvaf} often was proof

against the clamor for a socially concerned church.” This oelgitradition urged
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Christians to seek rewards for earthly suffering in the ##eaihd discouraged protests
against social injustices. Weisbrot notes the black church “wasrantly neither
progressive nor conservative, militant nor escapist.” Gomez, toanhaently none of
these, but he acted much more militantly than did the leadergoobft the other most
prominent black churches, Daniel and Robert Bradby of the EpiscoplalBaptist
churches, respectively.

Compared to Daniel, Gomez was more militant and | would argug wfahis
more radical acts of agitation for causes of social justiceurred in opposition to
Daniel's conservatism, but he still maintained a respect feroand decorum that he
associated with his origins in a British colony. Consequently,elaidelrship of Bethel
exhibited both politically radical and socially conservative aspe&omez also had a
rivalry with Robert Bradby, pastor of Second Baptist Church, and itlaby led to a
struggle for leadership of Detroit’s African American community.

Because many of the West Indian elite gravitated to the Episcbpech and
Daniel attempted to lure West Indians to his congregation Wwilptomise of lucrative
jobs in the auto industry, St. Matthew’s began to exhibit a degid&dist Indian tenor.
In contrast, Bethel attracted the black middle class and in 1915 hadartiest
congregation of the city’s black churches. During Gomez’s |shgerBethel absorbed
several hundred southern migrants and no overtly West Indian presesiesl.e Both
establishedand newly arrived black Detroiters sought the ministry of the thairc
charismatic West Indian pastor. Bethel's overwhelmingly African Acaarmembership
reinforced Gomez’s racial identity as a black man and subsumethhis identity as a

West Indian, but transnational links buttressed his identity as & Mtian. Always
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problematic in his early life, racial and ethnic identity isscasie to the forefront in
Gomez's professional life as he struggled to advance in the AME church hijefarc

It is evident from his earliest years that race and etleiatity played a complex
role in the life of Joseph Gomez, formerly Antonio Gomes born in Aatig November
1890. His Maderiran Portuguese father, Manoel, and his Afro-Caribbedhem
Rebecca, were living in a common-law marriage at the time, making thellegpmnate.
His paternal grandfather, for whom he was named, disapproved of his gpen
cohabitation with a black woman and did not want his mixed-race griaréchto have
his surname The senior Gomes did not object to his son’s interracial relaijpper se,
but to the fact that he chose to make it public. His grandfatieaxr of a child Manoel
had previously with another black woman, but vehemently objected when Mé&osel ¢
to disregard social customs in the colony by his legal and smkabwledgement of his
mixed-race offspring. The Gomes family, with the exceptioMahoel, assimilated the
basic pattern of race relations found in the Caribbean and this pacaaigm structured
family relationships, which later affected Gomez's identity &oev he characterized
himself?

Grandfather Manoel Gomes disowned his son and died unreconciledathieis/e
grandson was born. It was only after his grandfather’'s deathhthgarents legally
married and his paternal grandmother established a relationshifimitand his older
sisters, but she refused to associate with their mother. BdilgBese and black people
in the town where the family resided ostracized his mother. tidasment wounded him

deeply. That Gomez felt confused by the racial and ethnic conioadi¢chat permeated
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his personal world as a child is comprehensible and consistent heitmultitude of
questions that race and ethnicity posed forhim

Other inconsistencies concerning race and ethnicity helped sluapezG early
life. Although his grandmothers loved him dearly and both lived inadheessmall town
and attended the same church on occasion, they shunned each other. tideeguine
three-tiered society of colonial Antigua, where the Englisth $igpremacy, and looked
down on the Portuguese, who in turn believed themselves superior to the blacks
addition, his father spoke Portuguese as his native language, whitethisr spoke the
local Afro-Creole®

Gomez developed an appreciation of West Indian and Portuguese cuiidres a
enjoyedobeah(folk magic derived from West Africatories as well as Portuguese music.
Gomez clearly developed a strong identification with Afrof@s@an culture. He
developed a lifelong fear of the dead because he associated ttirejumidis or ghosts.
Once, when thrown from a horse as a child, a local female healer savéel lisdording
the physician called in for follow-up care, and this reinforced hiefbm traditional
healing. Always reluctant to use mainstream medicines, heetefalh pills unless
“convinced they were absolutely necessary.” He was known fofibig West Indian
temper,” a commonly held ethnic stereotype.

Religion, as it related to race and ethnicity, complicated Geneezly life. As
with many middle-class blacks, his mother’'s family belongeth&oAnglican Church,
while his father's family was devoutly Catholic. His fatheanted all his children
christened as Catholics, but because they did not reside nearragbarich, Gomez was

baptized in the local Anglican Church, but with the assumption he wouldwfoll
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Catholicism. His mother joined the Wesleyan Methodist Church ard tdbk Gomez
to services with her. His siblings continued to attend the Catmalgs with their father.
Gomez claimed he preferred the services of the Methodists bduawselld understand
the sermons and the rituals, less complicated than in the Cathadleglican churches,
especially since the Catholic rites were in Latin. His biographer notedasiin Antigua
that his love for Methodism was planted.”

Issues of class affected Gomez’s early life as wlth of his parents had come
from humble backgrounds, but their families had attained middle-slagss as property
and business owners. They had obvious aspirations for upward mobilitheiggassed
to later generations. His father’s family had significamnemnic resources as shown by
Manoel's cousin’s nickname of “Spit Gold,” whose wealth was known tlnouigthe
colony. While his paternal grandfather opposed his parent’soresaip, his maternal
grandmother sanctioned it. Like many Afro-Caribbean women of fagrshe believed
European men had economic advantages and could provide materialiyannar that
the majority of Afro-Caribbean men could rot.

The family struggled to maintain a middle-class lifestyleflo prove his
commitment to his family, his father built a large home for fdmaily in his mother’s
village, which housed a bakery and had a stable for thoroughbred howteana
impressive carriage as well. The family employed a houpekea governess, and a
white tutor for the children. His parents believed it was imperdhat, as the oldest son,
Gomez should receive an education that made him competitive in tireat@conomy
and beyond. Although he worked as a child, his parents demanded heofotus

education, often to the exclusion of other children in the family.s ptternal
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grandmother wanted him to become a Catholic priest, while his maoteaded Gomez
to migrate to London and study law or medicife.

After they had five children, Gomez’s parents embraoédtle-class mores by
legally marrying 1896. Their children never knew the parents hadnagied before
then and were not informed of their parents’ wedding. Gomez’s motineealed his
illegitimate birth by hiding his birth certificate and told hine was actually born in
Trinidad in 1890. As a result of his mother’s attempts to obscureshbatonsidered the
less reputable features of her life, throughout his life Gomaintained thaflrinidad
was his birthplacé*

The family experienced economic reversals in the late 1890meadi global
depression. His father's bakery failed and the family could no lcaféend servants. A
member of his father’s family bought their home and they moved3otoez’s maternal
grandmother’s house. With few available options, his mother persiumasiddther to
migrate to Trinidad, where earlier his favorite maternal uncle, James,detith

The family’s migration exemplified a common response to econoaritship in
the Caribbean. Intra-island migration, a feature of colonial ec@som plantation
societies, existed as “a firmly rooted historical phenomenon” anddradd as a solution
to lack of land, low wages, and unsteady, menial employment sinc@itiediate post-
emancipation period. Migrants from smaller islands of the ea&taribbean and those
with high population density and little available land often camgheolarger island of
Trinidad, which purportedly had better economic opportunttieEtinidad became a
magnet for many intra-island migrants because, in addition imdia relatively low

population density, the discovery of oil drew workers to the colony atutimeof the
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century. Thus early grthe Gomez family viewed migration to the larger and more
prosperous island as a way to overcome financial revérsal.

The family left Antigua for Trinidad around 1900 and, with money lenbdip
grandmothers and by local banks, purchased a home in a middleedia&ntial area in
the capital, Port of Spain, and assumed a mortgage for another bakieeyGomez
family had resources available, which facilitated migrafod made it a viable option.
As we shall see, access to such resources aided Gomez'migtation to the United
States as welf

While the family had lived in a rural area in the less cosmtgwolAntigua, in
Trinidad they lived in the capital. The population of the capitakseed dramatically in
the last twenty years of the nineteenth century, as rurabumigration and intra-
island immigration and Asian immigratiatcurred. The teeming streets of Port of Spain
made St. John, the capital of Antigua, seem bucolic in compdfiSomidad’s greater
ethnic and racial diversity made Gomez less self-conscious hisomterracial heritage
than he had been in Antigdia.

By the end of the nineteenth century, Trinidadian society wasmiane
multiethnic than before. Ethnic diversity differentiated the wieliee, comprised of
English and Scottish immigrants who served as colonial officmaéschants, planters,
and professionals, as well as white Creoles from old planteliéarof French, Spanish,
English, and Irish descent. The black and colored Creole popula®equally diverse,
marked by class and regional distinctions. The addition of post-gm#no immigrants
“from Africa, Madeira, Europe, including Britain, [and from] Veneajethe eastern

Caribbean, China, and India” increased the multiethnic charactbe afolony. British
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rulers did not consider the metropolitan Portuguese as white, amdieatthis viewpoint
to Madeiran immigrant labor in British Caribbean colonies and Gudfana.

Gomez was well aware of the racial, ethnic, and class nsatat distinguished
Trinidadian society. As a biracial member of two margimalizthnic groups, but
nonetheless a member of the black and colored middle class, “[hjgadiypeanted to
learn to speak English with the precision he heard at the goeatriildings.” Middle-
class blacks and coloreds emulated the white elite “and sultbd¢abe. . [European]
cultural and social values,” and while they did show a large meatuaeial pride, their
assimilation of European cultural norms distinguished them fromwiiking- and
lower-class black$’

As in Antigua, initially Gomez had a private tutor. When finansebacks beset
the family again, Gomez attended a Methodist private school calteddility. Further
economic constraints led to Gomez’s enrollment in a public schootevdrademically
he surpassed many of his classmates. For blacks and coldedSdmez colonial
Trinidadian “culture and intellectual skills” and upward mobiligpeénded on scholastic
success. Brereton asserts

[b]ecause education was so important in their rise in status, the members
of this group attached great weight to cultural and inteléddife . . . . It

was literacy, familiarity with books, the possession of “cultusdiich
mattered, as well as an occupation which involved no manual labor.
These things were more essential criteria for membershipeomiddle
class than wealth or lightness of skin. Most of the people insdator
were not wealthy, or even moderately well-off; many . . . ppd$ton very
small salaries. In one sense they formed an intelligentsibat they took
pride in being the most cultured sector of the community, although they
were not part of the ruling class. They attached so much inmgerta
culture because they had no other valuable and valued possessions to hold
on to . . .. [l]n the circumstances of nineteenth-century Trinidad . .

education was the only field in which they appeared at an advanttge i
society?°
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By 1907, when Gomez completed his last year of high school, the household’s
economic circumstances were so reduced that his father soltbcagbport the family.
Gomez had little opportunity to continue his education in Europe, or at dhe elite
high schools in the colony. He found employment as a low-leedt ah a hat maker’'s
shop, but his mother was determined to see him further his educati®mndie, James,
who had migrated to New York earlier, invited Gomez to move there dededf
assistance in settling in the city. His father borrowed maodinance the journey and
so Gomez left Trinidad for the United States in July 1508.

The support Gomez received from his family was crucial to exticp. A
kinship network provided valuable assistance at the point of origin and disijaurney
in a number of ways. In addition to the financial support given, vektvho supplied
information about traveling and who had knowledge of the new environment mrovide
other forms of assistance. One of his father’s cousins, Gee§jé/a, who had traveled
to New York previously, accompanied Gomez on his voyage and sawhtd lie made
contact with James on arrival in the dify.

His uncle, James, shared his apartment, acquainted him with ttheacd
supported him until he found a job. It is clear that his uncle aceal fandamental
connection in the process of chain migration that facilitatedesetnt in unfamiliar
surroundings. Later, Gomez would play the same role and assisinathdrers of his
family in emigration from Trinidad®

In spite of the help given Gomez, he had to overcome various olstadiés
pursuit of an education. He needed to obtain additional credits to makelbisa valid,

so he enrolled in a neighborhood school. Although school officials considered his
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education insufficient, he found the academic program at the pubboldte attended in
New York far less rigorous than the schools in Trinidad. For twarysybe attended
classes and worked part-time as a waiter as he triedvéonsaney to attend college after
graduation. His uncle suggested he contact their cousin who hac&adiffom Antigua,
William Benjamin Derrick, a bishop in the AME church, to soliaiafncial assistance for
tuition. Derrick, a broker of the black vote for the Republican polititathine, rebuffed
Gomez and refused to offer assistance of any Kind.

If Gomez’s kinship with the bishop failed to assist him in &ducational
endeavors, friendship with AME minister Reverdy Ransom proved veryuhellpf time,
Ransom became a surrogate father to Gomez and guided his coatsggh ttire AME
hierarchy, which culminated in a bishopric in later years. Woenhien met in September
1908 when Gomez attended a service at Bethel AME where Ransaserivad as pastor.
Both men were new to the city, with Ransom being assigned to the church thefgear
Gomez arrived. Through his friendship with Ransom, he met New Yblatk stage
performers and the members of the city’s lowest classes. oRanigjected to the AME
churches catering to the black middle class and taught Gomezhthainderclass
deserved the same consideration as the middle class, if not mofs 8 member of the
Niagara Movement and its successor, the NAACP, Ransom introduwredz3o W. E.
B. DuBois, whose writings made a deep impression on him, but Gomez DuBuls’s
elitism unappealing. Through his friendship with Ransom, Gomez als@nominent
AME officials, including Bishop Henry McNeal Turner, whose religi@asviction and
political activism soon convinced Gomez to pursue a career in thenchatieer than in

medicine as he intended initiafly.
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When Gomez completed the high school courses he required, Ransoned@ppeal
successfully to church officials to secure Gomez a schoparsim 1911, he left New
York to attend Payne Theological Seminary at Wilberforce in Ghgmentor's alma
mater. His uncle provided him with a small amount of cash to meetxpenses and
accompanied him to the train station. Perhaps to reflect the ehangis life, he
changed the spelling of his name from “Gomes” (a Portuguesengpeld Gomez (a
Spanish spelling) and dropped his middle naffies.

He did well in his studies and his instructors considered him egllent student.
He met students from across the United States, Africa, CaBad#) America and the
Caribbean. During his time at Wilberforce he met one of his lifelong friends, i, S
who was from the British colony of Bermuda. This connection of sheutdre as
British colonials formed the basis for a bond between the two nreaddition, he met
the woman he would marry, Hazel Thompson. The two wed in 1914, thé&yeasz
graduated. He became a naturalized United States citizesathe year. Hazel
accompanied him to New York to complete his naturalization paperszanavelcomed
by James on behalf of the extended family. The Ransoms recewvedthe same way
they accepted Gomez into their family as a surrogaté’son.

Shortly after obtaining citizenship, Gomez was assigned to althuShelly Bay,
Bermuda. His friend, J. D. Smith, led one of the ten churches icdiloay and was
among the ministers who greeted the Gomezes on their arAva.conference held the
week of Gomez’s arrival in Bermuda, church officials transfr®mith to Barbados.
The transnational structure of the church kept West Indians like Goomeected to the

Caribbearf®
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Bermuda, as a British colony, was immediately affectedMayld War I. The
British government sent Gomez a letter in August 1914 that stigulbés the church
where he was pastor be used for military purposes. He conviheebishop of the
district to fight the demand, and the British never used the church during th® war.

The war brought areas of racial discontent into sharp focus. Rrgwadimfort to
the families whose sons were fighting in Europe became ona afidjor pastoral duties
during the war. Because of his protests against segregationlocéheifle corps, police
watched Gomez closely and listened to his sermons and speaigagements, in hopes
they could charge him with sedition. He protested as unreasonablprdperty
qualifications required for enfranchisement, which prevented therityapf blacks from
voting in elections as well. Blacks in the colony warned Gomoemme down his
condemnation of the racial policies of the British, as they feared the wepints of such
blunt verbal attack®

The vagaries of war also brought Gomez into closer contactwgittamily. His
younger brother, James, had enlisted as a soldier in the Britisli &nhd his company
had a brief stopover in Bermuda. This gave Gomez an opportunity tabiless family
ties and hear news from home. James would remain a link to erehiscidences in
Trinidad throughout Gomez's life. His close family ties encouraged traosahties®

Gomez stayed in Bermuda until 1917, when his bishop transferred hiantal&
to lead St. Paul AME in Hamilton, Ontario. Like his first pastgyosition, his next
charge was also part of the British Empire and the Canadianen®z“seemed very
British with their emphasis on formality and correctness inr tdaily lives and

worship.”?
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In September 1919, the bishop transferred Gomez again, this tBethiel AME
in Detroit. Established in 1841, Bethel stood as the second oldest cimardtac the
largest congregation of the African American churches indetiVhen church officials
announced Gomez as the new pastor, some felt his youth, foreign births gdvuous
placements in churches outside the U.S. made him unsuited to lead aie of
cornerstones of the city’s black community. Contentious from thenbiegj, he had an
eventful tenure at Bethel, but one that created a lifelong positioleadership in
Detroit >

Although several middle-class blacks attended the church, menflées lower
class comprised much of the congregation. As southern migraned jthe church,
Bethel assisted their settlement in the city through thecd®oSisterhood and the St.
Mark Brotherhood, social service programs Gomez established ganeoed. The
members, in turn, contributed their wages to the development of teat&&mBethel” he
sought to bring into reality. Before long, Detroiters recoghi@®mmez as a dynamic
leader and during his first year, reporters claimed “atgaevakening” had occurred “in

every department of the . . . church.”

He began his pastorate with a focus on the economic circumst#rbeschurch.
One of his first acts was to “ask the [Stewards’] board to recommend to[theptheard
the purchasing of a safe.” He advised the implementation of goky to collect fifty-
cent dues from every church member, “each Sunday whether pressgent, sick or
well.”®* Gomez proved adept at raising funds for the church and kept it fidgncial
solvent. He organized rallies where “every member of the churalst m

subscribe . . . .[and] each person would be privileged to pay his or herigtits.”
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Soon after he assumed leadership of the church “Bethel was crowvdeel doors” on
Sunday mornings and often required a church elder to hold an additionaé sarthe
church lecture room. On some Sundays, both services wererfdlimany turned away
unable to even get in the overflow. The overcrowding of the churchromd Gomez a
new building was needed to house the growing congreg&tion.

By the end of his first year as pastor, Gomez had begun to speakwfing a
new church with Bethel members contributing over thirty-four thouskdrs toward
the goal. Early in 1921, he had “mentioned” to the church stewlaatithe site at St.
Antoine and Frederick Streets was available for the priderof thousand dollars. In
May, Gomez purchased the property and plans for a new church commemaedast.
Still, the funds to build the church needed to be raised. Ultimately$25,000 went to
building the new church, with $70,000 contributed in 1925 alone, the year of its

completion®’

One of the most tenacious fund raising groups at the church was knaWwe as
“Silent Workers,” a quasi-secret organization composed initialghoteen women.
Established by Gomez in February 1921, the Silent Workers sesvad‘@astor’s aid”
society, which staged fundraising “socials” and donated the prodeetle church.
Gomez wanted the Silent Workers exclusively to organize church fundraisintg &ffor

Personal loyalty to their pastor, exclusivity, and a pretext affidentiality
motivated the members of the Silent Workers. Their “club sorigstihted their
devotion: “We are the women of the Silent Workers band/Ready anavidmeg to lend
a helping hand/To our beloved leader Gomez at his command/With Hegals and

true.” The group had a limit of twenty-five members and Gonmepéd . . . that their
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efforts . . . [could] be attained silently, but with great resultvhen the women
disregarded the rule of confidentiality, they were “reprimand[ed] for exposing the
club’s business” and officers of the group “impressed it deeply on &mebers to keep
the business of the club [secret].” Any breach of confidentiadisylted in suspension
from the organizatiof’

The financial efforts of the Silent Workers paralleled thekwadrthe Brotherhood
of St. Andrew at St. Matthew’s. Whereas Everard Daniel adlithis group of men in
spearheading fundraising efforts of his church, Gomez organized worttg same end.
Although Gomez himself paid weekly dues as a member and other teedeak its
meetings in various capacities, in its earliest form, mamesdnen comprised the
overwhelming majority of the organization. As an ardent advochtgolitical and
economic rights for women, he supported their ordination as ministdrshair election
to administrative positions in the church. He also supported womefragaufUnder his
auspices, the Bethel Nurses Guild organized in 1926 to care for methlreng church
services, but also offered free services and nursing classée toider community.
Gomez applied his theoretical beliefs in the leadership quatifi’somen to practical
matters concerning Bethel and the African American communitys stance toward
equal rights for women was advanced for the*®ra.

Many perceived Gomez’s choice of location for the new churchdasal as well.
The old church, located at the intersection of Hastings and NapolemisSstood in the
heart of Black Bottom. The new site selected by Gomez wateldban a segregated
white area and the move commenced as violence over racial boundakied the city.

The Ku Klux Klan threatened Gomez's life and deacons of the claacled arms to
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protect him when he delivered his sermons. Gomez refused to b&latéh by the
threats. When the congregation moved into the new church on Frededi&.aAntoine
Streets in June 1925, a cross was burned in the yard and severalstditieel-glass
windows broken by bricks thrown through them. Again the church deacons brought arms
into the church to offer protection as he presided over the sendctha police called in
to disperse the violent crowd gathered outside the building. The pdalide no arrests,
but no further violent episodes occurred. Gomez was considered niojjtanme people
for his decision to choose contested ground as the site of the new chdrbls @hoice
of armed defens®.

When a mob attacked the home of Dr. Ossian Sweet in September 192%, Gome
knew first-hand how the experience felt. Sweet, who had attendeerWilte during
the same period as Gomez, met a violent mob who threatened the hbatephechased
on Garland Avenue in a white neighborhood on the city’s lower east $idth Sweet
arrested for murdering one man and wounding another after shotdiredrérom the
Sweet home, the case becamgymbol of nationwide residential segregation. Gomez,
who had successfully resisted violent intimidation when he reldchte church,
immediately galvanized black leaders in support of Sweet. Nas@deaident of the
City-Wide Sweet Fund Committee, Gomez just as quickly ran afathleofop leadership
of the NAACP?

As the head of the national organization, James Weldon Johnson dispatched his
assistant secretary, Walter White, to Detroit to use theeSgase to dramatize the racial
violence accompanying residential segregation across the natdending to use the

Sweet experience as a test case, Johnson and White wanted igs dmiocal black
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lawyers hired by Sweet and his ten co-defendants and hire irzsstegt-powered white
attorney. The national leadership of the NAACP expected the Ddéranch field
secretary, William Pickens, and the new branch president, Rélzelby, to acquiesce to
their defense strategy, which they &fd.

In his chronicle of the Sweet cag&ec of Justice: A Saga of Race, Civil Rights,
and Murder in the Jazz Agedistorian Kevin Boyle fails to identify the complex
interactions between the leaders of the three most powerful ceurcbBetroit's African
American community. The intersection of race, class, and ethninitgased the
probability of discord among local leaders in a situation withnmasch political
significance as the Sweet case. Boyle notes that EverardelDjoined Gomez’s
committee, but overlooks the fact that both men were biraciall-edatated,
professional West Indian immigrants. They both disliked and compatbdBradby.
The intersection of these factors produced complex dynamics smiteckin protracted
wrangling between various local and national interests.

Gomez objected to the dictates of the NAACP brass and as hdw ©ty-Wide
Committee, the president of AME Ministerial Union, and the leafl@ne of the city’s
largest black churches, his objections carried weight. Gomezedvatd act
independently and intended the City-Wide Committee to function “as a local ofgamiza
uncontrolled by outside policies.” However, the local committees ‘im@ desire
whatever to interfere with the organization which is now handlingdke fthe NAACP]
but simply to strength[en] its efforts.” But because of hisrdetsi act independently,

Gomez had differences and disagreements many of those involved in the Se&et cas
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Gomez attempted to obtain a position on the Executive Board of tlaé loc
NAACP branch and Bradby’'s opposition to the appointment left the two &sen
adversaries. That the NAACP “national office . . . [was] depenaling . . [Bradby] to
help in raising the necessary funds for the most adequate deferide &weet”
exacerbated the tension that existed between Gomez and Bradbg.Detroit branch
official, Bradby had the responsibility of insuring “that no other fshduld be created
regardless to who wants it,” and that Gomez controlled the tival €ertainly created
contention between them. A professional rivalry certainly exisetdleen Gomez and
Bradby as well, as a colleague noted that the Second Baptist wast “of a very jealous
nature and . . . afraid that something might be said that wouldderafiseworthy nature
about someone else.” Gomez possibly meant Bradby when he toldséetdtary
Pickens “he [did] not like the leadership of the NAACP,” but he oppodext tdaders of
the organization as wef.

Gomez had a known dislike of DuBois, whom he had met as a young man under
Ransom Reverdy’s tutelage. Pickens claimed Gomez *“hate[d]’oBuBnd was
“unreasonable” in his actions with the NAACP because of hitudéti but Pickens’s
assertions might not have been entirely accurate. Although GornezedeDuBois was
an elitist, he admired him intellectually, and in any case,dsBs editor of th€risis,
had very little to do with the day-to-day operations of the orgaaiza Gomez did have
differences with local NAACP personnel and Walter White, butetltg$erences related
to professional rivalry and the autocratic methods employed in theotontthe legal

battles of Ossian Sweét.
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Gomez raised several hundred dollars for the legal and personalaic¢adset
and the other defendants. Pickens, White, and Johnson wanted the mone\shalthtpui
the national office, while Gomez felt it his right to disburise thoney as he saw fit.
Those working with the NAACP, such as Judge Ira Jayne, claime&mé@ [was]
starting trouble to the future of the organization.” Money helped thee conflict
between Gomez and the NAACP.

Gomez had access to the one necessary item the NAACP lacketleakh. The
same fundraising expertise Gomez used to assemble the exosbitesheeded to build
a new church he directed now toward the Sweet defense fund. FoA&KE@PN‘there
ha[d] been difficulty in raising funds” which, according to Moses|R&ta Detroit
NAACP branch vice president, was “because of dissatisfaction gmath@f the public
with the present [black] attorneys and because no white lawydf bagn retained.”
More accurately, the public as represented by Gomez and thaMiiey Committee
resented both the implication that local black lawyers were uffigdalihat the NAACP
had usurped control of the case, and that the organization had appropratadriey
raised locally*®

The incident at the Sweet home occurred September 9, 1925 and a memth lat
Gomez had raised five hundred dollars. By October 23, Gomez halldusand dollars
that the NAACP desperately needed to pay Clarence Darrow, whagneed to defend
the Sweets at the reduced fee of five thousand dollars, and ArtilayS.as co-counsel,
who asked for the token fee of three thousand dollars. The NAAGRitstt “win over

Gomez” in an effort to “induce” him to contribute the money he haskdato their
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coffers. Gomez proved just as steadfast in his endeavors toamasdme local
management of the ca&e.

He continued to insist “that he was not fighting the Associatibat’maintained
persistently that the City-Wide committee would operate sedfagoverning organization
in control of its finances and that contradicted NAACP policy.kéhs “suggested” that
City-Wide turn over funds to the NAACP, or failing that “wrikecks to our lawyers, to
be checked off against our debts.” Pickens and White spoke at BetQatalver 25,
where they attempted to “influence the destiny” of the money Gdraé collected. The
two organizations reached a compromise and agreed to form aesikaen committee,
with three representatives for each side “to disperse[sic]imaiey.” White considered
the matter “settled,” but two weeks later, he still “[washking an effort to get . . .
Gomez's crowd to pay off the bulk of the lawyers’ fe®s.”

NAACP officials struggled to minimize Gomez'’s role in the $wease, while
they continued taequire the funds he had solicited. They denied his authority as they
acknowledged “[i]t would be disastrous . . . to have the colored peopld pulligferent
directions,” and realized Gomez had the influence to cause jusypei®f divisiveness.
Their actions illustrate that they believed that some truythnaGomez’s assertion that
“he got money that the Association could not have got,” but thely astied in a
condescending manner.

Pickens suggested that Gomez’s relinquishing financial control woaic “the
name and face of . . . [his] organization” and he believed “[c]onfidignti City-Wide
“[was] cornered. If they do not come across decently, theygetlla black eye and will

get it soon.” Pickens spoke at Bethel, but with “reluctance,” #ethpted to distance
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himself from Gomez, about whom he felt ambivalent, comparing hiravardibly to a
“jackass.??

When Walter White secured passes from Frank Murphy, theudgejin the case,
for Gomez and Daniel to keep order among African American dpextan the
courtroom he chose the men for their status, but expected “thddittde w[ould] serve
to hold them in line.” As representatives of the middle-classetited sectors of black
Detroit, Gomez and Daniel had undeniable influence, but White’'s emtsnindicate he
could accede to their authority only in the most backhanded mhner.

White’s manipulation failed and he consulted James Weldon Johnsonfioran e
to resolve the situation with Gomez. Johnson responded he

believe[d] . . . Gomez's committee had about $1600 left in theisurga

and you [White] suggested that a good dispensation of that amount would
be to have them pay $500 to [Walter] Nelson [a local white atorne
chosen by Darrow] and $1000 to Darrow. | agree with you that they ought
to pay this money out directly on the case and promptly, but | think a
better dispensation would be $500 to Darrow and the rest of the money
divided among the colored lawyers. It is better to leave DaaraivHays

to us and have them shoulder the responsibility of the local lawagefies

as possible. 1 judge after the City-Wide Committee have expewtiat

they have on hand they will hardly be able to raise any more.fuhliat

will dispose of them in the easiest mantfer.

White’s response to Johnson revealed the derision for Gomez thaggied the
NAACP. He trivialized the Gomez committee’s assumption of esge such as the
Sweet’'s mortgage payment, defendant Leonard Morse’s car payaremxpense for
which Moses Walker had rebuked Bradby for attempting to pay with NAAG#&s), and
“meals at the jail for the defendants,” but disparaged Gomezetig when he was

“unable to . . . understand that the transcript of testimony is ess&ty thing and a

legitimate item of expense.” Gomez undoubtedly recognized tessigy, but resented
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paying for something of which the NAACP would take for theindfg. White chided
Gomez for what he called an attempt “to ease himself on théA¥P} bandwagon.”
White also alerted Johnson that black attorney Cecil Rowlptiest going all over town
saying that if it hadn’t been for the Gomez crowd all the monayldvhave gone to the
white people.” For White, when Rowlette lauded Gomez, it becam&@dditional
reason it would . . . [have been] most unwise to have Gomez payeaubalance to the
colored men®

Gomez recognized and resisted the blatant financial exploitayioghebNAACP
officials and their attempts to deny his role as an influestnal legitimate leader of
Detroit's African American community. NAACP leaders expeessoncern about
Gomez causing divisions over funding the Sweet defense, but they rdmmaware
how their conduct exacerbated racial, ethnic, and class tensionstksady in black
Detroit. Gomez struggled to strike a balance in his politdetity as a black middle-
class West Indian that neither ignored nor emphasized one aspbet expense of the
others. But throughout his life he identified himself as a West Indian.

Gomez remained in close contact with people and events in thelMlest. The
era witnessed a period of improved relations between the U.S. andribbean owing
to better transportation and communication technologies, increasedtiomgta the
United States and Detroit. All of these factors contributed teréimsnational perspective
Gomez represented. He remained connected to the Caribbean throiegh detd
telephone calls, visits, and remittances to family members. alste traveled to the

Caribbean for AME annual conferences and used the occasions toivigmily. His
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kinship ties as well as the multinational character of the EAKhurch gave a

transnational stamp to Gomez’ Ife.

In the same manner by which a kinship network had facilitated igisation to
the United States, Gomez aided his youngest brother Walter’'s mdyetroit in 1920.
His sister, Violet, came in 1923 after Gomez went to Trinidableean the year to see
his ailing mother. His brother James never migrated to Debwaithad lived in New
York briefly in 1920 to acquire the funds to open a very successful irbpsitess and a
profitable farm. He frequently visited and once stayed with Goafiez recuperating
from an illness and returned for ceremonies, weddings, and othel seerds of his
brother’s family. James served as his host when Gomez visitddad, holding parties
where he met local politicians and other colonial dignitariesqueng communication as
well as movement to and from the Caribbean maintained and fostdmad with his
West Indian origing’

Several of his colleagues in the AME church were West Indmhteavel to
church conferences where he was reacquainted with his frierdallmeed Gomez to
keep contact with his origins. Noted West Indians in the AME chwith Gomez
befriended included Haitian John Hurst, bishop df Dstrict (West Indies); John. D.
Smith from Bermuda, who mentored Gomez as a student at Wilberfor€e. Walker
from St. Vincent, pastor of St. James AME in Cleveland and lptesident of
Wilberforce; and Frederick Talbot of British Guiana. Gomeztenalance at AME
conferences in Bermuda, British Guiana, and Jamaica also kephdontact with the

Caribbeart®
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In 1925, thirteen leaders of the black community founded Detroit Mentaidd
as a response to the segregation at local cemeteries. Ga@awvame of three founders
and members of the board of directors of West Indian origin. Oithdtgled Jamaican
James M. Gregory, a dentist who later became a practicing lawyevodmdjton Bristol
from Barbados, who owned a funeral parlor on Joseph Campau and Macomb.s8usine
activities with others from the Caribbean reinforced a broad s#ngéest Indian ethnic
identity, which cut across national boundaries. As minorities inwtuer African
American community, West Indians were still too few to form omgations based on
their common ethnicity for more than another decdde.

Gomez faced ethnic discrimination in his rise through the AME ramkk his
association with other West Indians may have lessened his fiastta His efforts to
become a bishop failed initially “because of his West Indian baakgt,” and his origins
had prevented his selection. When he campaigned again unsuccesstiiéy gosition,
his West Indian extraction was cited as the reason for hidiogjeWhen two seats in the
episcopate opened, many thought either D.O. Walker or Gomez woealde@cposition,
but it was unlikely two West Indians could win. The two men wessecfriends and
their shared West Indian identity cemented their friendship. h&aostirprise of many,
delegates elected both men, but their Caribbean outlook continued to bel asvee
negative factor, especially among those from the southern diStricts.

African American delegates undoubtedly resented the comparatboessuof
West Indian immigrants. David J. Hellwig examined the attituafesrban African
Americans toward West Indian immigrants in the 1920s and found daanilictension in

the relationship between the two groups. Hellwig noted
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“[w]hile white Americans largely ignored the presence ofstMadians as
they persisted in the self-serving delusion that all Negraes the same,
blacks were hypersensitive to nationality differences. Eastpgfound

much to fault in the norms and values of the other. Conflicts rooted in

ethnocentrism, were exacerbated by poverty, racism, color-cons@susne
and competition from white immigrants and southern black migrants.”
These types of issues evidently caused conflicts in AME church politieslB®

Gomez does not appear to have consciously curbed his \viesin
characteristics in an effort to advance professionally. InXamaation of leadership in
New York's West Indian community, Philip Kasinitz suggests timahigrant leaders of
Gomez’'s era subdued their ethnicity to gain influence in the afridmerican
community. That Caribbean identity continued to prevent Gomez froohingahis
professional goals within the AME church hierarchy implies thatchose not to
submerge characteristics of his ethnic identity. He chose thsteéemphasize West
Indian distinctiveness . . . in terms of culture . . . [if not] grouprests,” even when it
hindered hint?

Concurring with Kasinitz, Nancy Foner, writing about New Yorkestatthe first
cohort of West Indian immigrants played down their ethnic distiangss in the public
arena. Entering America at the height of racial seg@gatand when they were a much
smaller community—West Indian New Yorkers immersed themsalvabe broader
African American community. . . . [ljJndeed, they delibenatehuted their West
Indianness in public life as they appealed to, and were larg@bported by, a
predominantly native African American electorate.” Gomez wasengconcerned with
church politics prompted by the international nature of the AME thuand he

demonstrated little of the muting of ethnicity noted by F&her.



124

Named a bishop in 1948, Gomez would become one of the most prominent AME
officials of the twentieth century, holding positions as chancelldtaafi Quinn College
in Waco, Texas before becoming bishop of tffeDistrict in 1956, which included
Detroit and led Gomez back to the city. He would remain one omtbe& influential
leaders of Detroit's African American community until hisirenent in 1972 and
advanced age and deteriorating health caused him to move to Ohio wiweas hared
for by his daughter, Annetta. According to her account, duringitte months of
Gomez’s life, he often wistfully wished he could spend his final diayBrinidad and
passed hours reminiscing about there and Antigua. At his death or28p1i979 at the
age of 89, many thousand people attended his funeral service, witH sewaleng from
abroad to Detroit, where the rites were held. He was buride icemetery he helped to
found, Detroit Memorial Park. In his honor, an AME church in Baratamidad named
one of its buildings after Gomez.

Ethnicity clearly played a paramount role in Gomez’'s expee®rand from his
childhood in Antigua and Trinidad he was conscious of how it affemteldshaped his
life. His life could serve as a paradigm of the succesy sfowest Indian immigrants
writ large: Migration to complete his education, a meteorictase position of leadership
of one of the nation’s largest African American communities, and tileenphant
achievement of a position of influence and prestige in an inflieatid esteemed
international religiousorganization. During his early tenure in Detroit, he became
renowned for his bold actions in an era of racial conflict and violenides valiant
responses to racial intimidation can be attributed to a radicalften associated by

North Americans with West Indians. But Gomez was no quixotic reformer. He exhibit
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a decidedly conservative and pragmatic approach to the economiiesetdat his
adversaries underestimated. His attention to practical fimaconcerns may have
stemmed from the economic reverses of his childhood, which preetitas first
migration experience.

Gomez’s experience of migration demonstrates a pattern charactaritest
Indians of the era. Aided by kin networks that provided financial backing, asgsta
with travel from Trinidad, and housing, education, and employment when he arrived in
the U.S., Gomez’s life illustrates the migration process that thousands ofidiast
undertook in the World War | era. His life (relationships with family in thalibean,
remittances to them, and professional and leisure travel to the islantgnarational
practices that kept Gomez linked to the West Indies and reinforced a West Indian
ethnicity. In Detroit, personal and business relationships with other West Indians
solidified these patterns, perpetuating the ethnic identity on which they.réis
identification as a West Indian and his deep-seated ambition led to competitionheith ot
Caribbean-born leaders, as well as African Americans, both in Detroit andabio@al
stage in Gomez’ role as a prominent figure in the AME church and in the fighstaga

racial discrimination.
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distinguished life. | rely heavily on her inforrat pertaining to Joseph Gomez'’s early life prmhis
immigration to the U. S. For example, the eldetohio Gomes emigrated with his wife, Antonia, their
children and other family members from Madeira t@igua in the 1860s when Joseph Gomez's father,
Manoel, was a small child. Antonio came to thansl as an indentured laborer and chose to workrunde
task system as opposed to earning an hourly wagehwallowed him to work fewer hours and after & fe
years to save the money to open a dry-goods siae area called Seaton Village where other mendfers
his family lived. According to Stanley Engermari'@ontract Labor, Sugar, and Technology in the
Nineteenth Century,Journal of Economic Histor¢3, no. 3 (Sept. 1983): 635-659, Portuguese island
came as contract laborers to the British West deginning in 1835 and this migration continuetlun
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Chapter 7
Raising the Red, Black and Green: West Indian Leadership of the Univsal Negro
Improvement Association in Detroit

West Indian immigrants clearly sought to elevate themsdlvegositions of
leadership in the Detroit’s local Universal Negro Improvemerso8stion (UNIA), the
Black Nationalist organization founded by Marcus Garvey. The argtoin was
international in scope and people of many different backgroundedsas leaders.
However, several leaders of the Detroit UNIA had Caribbeanngrid\s with previous
West Indian in positions of authority in black Detroit, their bettducations and
professional qualifications led to the view that they were mopalda as leaders than
many of the African Americans who comprised the rank-andafidgnbership of local
divisions. Garvey himself perceived West Indians as better qualifieddesdesnd chose
them for key positions within the UNIA, which caused ethnicity toaaca divisive factor
within the association.

Marcus Garvey's UNIA developed in the Caribbean and spread throughma A
and the African diaspora and became one of the most significark plaltical
movements of the twentieth century. The organization was based afoanplaf Pan-
African political thought and Black Nationalist capitalism and ntembers in the
Caribbean and Central America established divisions in Garvetge rlamaica, British
Guiana, Trinidad, Cuba, Costa Rica, Panama, and British Hondurage(BeAfricans
founded branches in several locations, including Cape Town, South Aftideritz and
Windhoek, South West Africa (now Namibia); Accra, Gold Coast; tbva® Sierra

Leone; and Lagos, Nigeria. Colonial officials frequently blamede§@iam for anti-
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colonial resistance and banned the UNIA publication, Nlegro World Even with
Garvey’s imprisonment for mail fraud in 1925 and his deportation to Janmai®27, his
movement continued to resonate with black people for its messagesicétionfof the
black race, racial pride, and African repatriation. The red, bkauk,green flag created
by Garvey as a symbol of Black Nationalism continues to hold significance evgrt toda

It was among blacks in the United States where Garvey foundatgest
following. Garvey arrived in the United States in 1916 and spoke timiDwithin the
year. In May 1919, when Garvey began to establish his steamshiamcgntipe Black
Star Line, Detroit's African American population was rapidlyp@axding and in June
Garvey came to the city to induce black workers to purchase fivardtdticks and invest
in the business. A year later, when a division of the UNIA @rgsinized in Detroit,
West Indians stood at the forefrdnt.

The UNIA gained a significant following in Detroit and was considerecdbbiiee
most active branches of the organization. Large sums of casltelieeed for a variety
of causes, donated by the four thousand members the organizatioadclaitthe city.
Garvey frequently visited; and immediately prior to his arrestand his wife, Amy
Jacques Garvey, were in Detroit. During his incarcerationvgyaeept in close contact
with key UNIA leaders in the city, at least one of whom wvésitem in the federal
penitentiary in Atlanta. In August 1925, the year Garvey wentisom Detroit was one
of the cities to stage a local convention at Garvey’s requasty Jacques Garvey stayed
at the Liberty Hall on Russell Street for part of 1926 andugust of that year, Detroit
hosted the UNIA convention. When the federal government accused| &layeeyite,

Esau Ramus, of the murder of James Eason, a former follower, Gafdeigamus to
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hide at Detroit’s Liberty Hall, the meeting place of the UNAA 1516 Russell Street.
Federal agents kept Detroit under watch for suspicious “Negnatesti and paid close
attention to Garveyites in the city. At the time a federaggutssued the bench warrant
for his arrest, Garvey was in Detroit. Even in 1927, after Gasvdgportation, the
Detroit UNIA controlled assets worth $50,000.

Although African Americans comprised the rank and file of the orgdéion in
Detroit, as in the New York division and the parent body, much of aidelship was
West Indian. Worldwide, between 1921 and 1933, at least 48 percent of UNIA
leadership was from the Caribbean. Scholars of the Garvey movenwnas E. David
Cronon, Tony Martin, and Robert A. Hill note the significance ofDeé&oit division to
the parent body of the UNIA and recognize the role Detroit UMi&ders played in
creating a viable chapter of the organization. In his arti@arveyism in Idlewild,
1927-1936,” Ronald J. Stephens explores the role of the Detroit UNIA in the
development of a rural chapter in the resort community of thek bifaddle class in
western Michigan. Historian Richard Thomas in his study ofdiistrAfrican American
community examines Garveyism as a response to the Greatidigand also the role
Garveyite leaders played in the creation of black Detroit. Schalach as Jeannette
Smith-Irvin and Judith Stein and journalist Paul Lee note the Wd&n origins of the
leaders of the UNIA in Detroit. However, these scholars failemphasize the
significance of ethnicity to the cadre of West Indian immigranho comprised the
leadership of the UNIA in Detroft.

Richard Thomas notes, “that the members of the black professimhddusiness

classes played a leading role in running the affairs of theoiDéiNIA. The black
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working class most probably played little or no major role in daelérship positions.”
Thomas fails to call attention to the West Indian ethnic backgroohdsany of those
leaders. As Garvey “expected locals to be led by educatechntewomen especially
after 1921, when the UNIA was desperate for funds and required $timgeore affluent
blacks,” the West Indian leadership in Detroit possessed the eduead professional
skills he required. An important part of UNIA meetings concernedé¢hding aloud of
the organization’s newspaper, theegro World Ostensibly, reading the paper aloud
made it available to those who could not afford to buy the papethbubw rate of
literacy among the UNIA rank and file was a more accurate réason.

The leaders of the Detroit UNIA shared also an ethnic idewtity Garvey and
this common ethnicity contributed to their ability to gain chief pmss within the
organization. A government agent who infiltrated the association vaaséGarvey
seemed to think the West Indian better than the American negro” and tensieeréte
two groups simmered always within the UNIA. “Not only has thsvement created
friction between Negroes and whites, but it has also increased thityhbgtween
American and West Indian Negroes,” noted a government officiatve@dnad a UNIA
secretary rebuke the head of the New Orleans division for speautnggainst West
Indians, asking “what is there against a West Indian Negro?"aasdrted “[a] West
Indian Negro is just as good as a black person of America.” In tindemof the former
Garveyite mentioned previously, one of his major criticisms that ledstddmarture from
the UNIA was “that Garvey thought West Indians superior teeAran blacks” and all
three of his accused assailants had West Indian origins. AB&convention, Garvey

considered it “noteworthy” that UNIA delegates “were able to condumnvention for
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29 or 30 days without even finding it necessary to appoint a sergeamts. . . to keep
order.” The expected source of disorder was “the fact that tlegates and deputies
came from different parts of the world—the South meeting thg tesEast meeting the
West, the West meeting the North, the man from Barbados nge#te man from
Jamaica.” When Garvey's legal troubles became more pressmgreatment of key
African Americans in the movement led to the observation thawaet[ed] to get rid of
all the Americans, [and] stat[ed] they cannot be trusted.” Obwipa#hnicity played a
divisive role and generally worked to the advantage of West In8lians.

While none of the Detroit leadership migrated from Jamaicaaage® had, most
of the West Indians had shared the experience of migrant woekbest highly skilled
workers, but in search of higher wages and opportunities unavailable ¢oltdmes. In
his study of Garvey, Theodore Vincent notes the mobility of “maaywé€yite leaders
[who] were world travelers . .. many West Indians in the UN& simply migrated
directly to America, but most Garveyite leaders had travelaetely. Most of the
members within [and from] the Caribbean basin had done extensive-igapthg.”
Garveyites noted that travel and migration provided UNIA membetis nvaluable
experience. West Indian members benefited from this experianaewiay less well
traveled African Americans had not. In a keynote address atdPé convention, a
prominent African American UNIA leader remarked, “the Ameriddegro had done
little or no traveling, while of the West Indian the opposite was.” The West Indian
leaders of the Detroit UNIA certainly demonstrated a traitf migration prior to their
arrival in the city. F. Levi Lord, a West Indian leadettteé Detroit UNIA, noted that he

had “traveled throughout the United States and in a great manglssiathe West Indies
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and elsewhere.” Most of them knew Garvey personally and, in one instance, hashmet hi
prior to immigrating to the United States. Their West Indiagirg attracted them to the
movement and ethnicity was a factor in their leadership roles in the orgamiaativell’

Their responses to Garvey’s deportation in 1927 ranged from continusty lmy
opportunism. Charles Zampty, a West Indian from Trinidad, kept aiafivisf the
Detroit UNIA operating for sixty years, but it existed laggak an anachronism. Much
of the focus of Zampty's leadership was black economic nationahswh the
establishment of black businesses in the city. As we vell 38seph A. Craigen, another
key West Indian leader used his experience in the organizateopanst of entry to state
politics within the Democratic Party and renounced his formerndtment to Pan-
African ideals . Both of these responses indicate the bourgeamsation characteristic
of Garvey and his fellow West Indians leadership positions in the UNIA.

The bourgeois orientation of many of the West Indians selectedabyeysto
administer his organization is apparent in their advanced educationgrafedsional
employment. The economic programs Garvey implemented were hadibal, and
those who assisted him in their organization, like Garvey, espousaunaof Black
Nationalist capitalism. Even his Back-to-Africa movement twuidat becomes only
another migration to the highly mobile cadre of West Indians who ¢ebagvey and
who expected to become a new elite once settled in Liberia.

Many of the characteristic advantages of class as teceta ethnicity are seen in
the West Indian leaders of the Detroit UNIA. Scholars ofGhevey movement credit F.
LEVI LORD with the founding of the first branch, Division #125 (labBavision #407),

of the organization in Detroit in 1920. An educator from Barbados, atsal had
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training as a shoemaker and migrated to the Bahamas to work pnolite force when
refused a promotion in the school system because he belonged tootig religious
denomination. He immigrated to Brooklyn in 1918 and found work in a shoeyfaato
well as studying accounting. He later put his knowledge of acemutdiuse to establish
a credit union. He heard Garvey speak and offered his skills ithahdy a self-taught
ability, which allowed Garvey's speeches to appear irNtigro World He attended the
1920 UNIA convention, where Garvey offered him the job of founding a division i
Detroit, for less money than he earned working in the shoe factboyd took the
position, however, because it allowed him to travel in the country amsdt the
organizatiorf

Lord held several key positions in the UNIA and was considerduiga ‘Official
of the association. In addition to founding the first Detroit divisionsdéreed as the
division’s executive secretary until 1925. This position brought Lorteattention of
federal agents in the city, as the government built its casesagzarvey for mail fraud.
A mixture of loyalty and dishonesty among some UNIA membearsyell as increasing
criticism from other black leaders contributed to the organizatiproblems In the
Eason murder case, one of the accused said that Ford held arsegal of guns, an
unsubstantiated charge, but one that hints at the prominence of Lorteaden of a
major UNIA division. Appointed by Garvey as auditor general at 881 onvention,
Lord left Detroit the following year to serve as the executreasurer for the parent
association. In the reorganization of the UNIA after Garvegtsarnceration, Garvey
considered Lord a “logical” choice for leadership, regarded him ‘atean executive,”

and let it be known that “retaining” Lord “would meet” with higpaoval.” Lord was
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elected chancellor, the manager of all the finances of thanaation, for the “new
administration” at the 1926 UNIA convention held in Detroit and when thiEAWdened
Liberty University the same year, Lord served on the board of trusteesssrer.’

Even after his appointment to the parent body, Lord retained tiesttoiD He
returned to address the local division in Garvey’'s absence and spak&atvey Day”
celebration shortly after the leader’'s arrest. As a foundéhneofivision, Lord kept a
close relationship to the Detroit UNTA.

When Garvey was initially imprisoned, many believed in the immicehapse
of his movement. In weekly meetings held at the New York division’s Lithéatly Lord
strove to reassure Garvey'’s followers that the movement mechaiable. Three months
after Garvey left for Atlanta, Lord asserted confidently thegpite the absence of their
leader, “members of the organization had stuck to it with a tertheity . . exploded the
theory that if the shepherd is struck, the sheep will be scattefentdrding to Lord, far
from destroying the UNIA, “Garvey’s imprisonment had had effect of bringing the
members closer together and they . . . [were] determined torrdogether until his
return.” Lord also appealed to members “for the financial aith@forganization” at an
“International Rally,” where he stated the goal of $50,000 in contributfons.

When a major conflict emerged between the New York local and teatdawdy,
Garvey selected Lord as one of three leaders to maintain cohtr@ UNIA. As part of
“the ruling triumvirate,” Lord sharply criticized the hostiletiaos of the New York
division. In support of Garvey, Lord accused the disloyal faction afofespiracy to
defame the . . . leader of the people and disrupt the great orgamizatfounded.” His

loyalty to Garvey and the UNIA secured his position during the myriad fadudifes that
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arose after Garvey’'s conviction and his reputation as “a vesgl-teeaded officer”
increased his standing within the organizafion.

But Lord ran into difficulties because of his relationship withv@gr When the
New York division sued Garvey in September 1926 for control of the organization and its
Liberty Hall, Lord, as an executive officer, was named as-deftendant. The UNIA
division presidents questioned Lord’s integrity as auditor and demandead&pendent
audit of the books,” and at the 1926 Detroit convention Amy Jacques Gameggated
Lord about inconsistencies in his financial reports. These questinmg his integrity
led Lord to resign as auditor, but the Detroit division executiveesagr pushed his
election as chancellor. However, Garvey expected him to help stubelwuenegade New
York division by closing the office during the convention and urged Lorélecgon, an
indication of his value to the organization. By September 1927, howeken Garvey
reincorporated the university, he intended the move to oust Lord from the bba
trustees. Garvey was adamant that “Lord must not be inclddled.”

After leaving the UNIA, Lord obtained a civil-service positionNew York and
later established a lucrative credit union in Brooklyn. As chaiatite of the West
Indian leadership of the Detroit UNIA, Lord used his education, profedséitis, and
aptitude he brought to the organization to become upwardly mobile onoétAefailed.
This pattern of upward mobility can be seen in the experience of Wast Indians
active in the leadership of the organization in the ity.

Another West Indian associated with founding the Detroit UNIA, NOH
CHARLES ZAMPTY met Garvey before either man immigratedie United States.

Zampty was born in Port-of-Spain, Trinidad, in 1889 where he was edunafatholic
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schools and went briefly to England to study in a seminary. Helet to pursue
training as a skilled tradesman and in 1909 found employment with thigladr Oil
Company and the Trinidad Sanitary Inspection Corporation. His joh aanitary
inspector led to his working in Lagos, Nigeria, but requested to regufninidad when
his expected salary fell short of the amount stated when he veas hWhen the ship
docked in Panama, Zampty saw the opportunity for employment and galuigiyned a
job as a skilled mechanic with the Isthmus Canal Commission, wigemorked from
1912 until 1918. He met Garvey his first year in Panama when adaressed the
Colon Federal Labor Union. Garvey left Panama, but the two men beeacquainted
when Zampty immigrated to the United StafesDuring the First World War, Zampty
contacted Ford Motor Company in search of employment. Ford addeiptapplication
and in 1918, Zampty and his wife migrated to New York, where treyedtwith his
sister's husband. He joined the fledgling UNIA in New York befmoving to Detroit in
1919. Zampty helped organize Division #407 and served as auditor generdipa pos
which he traveled extensively with Garvey in 1922. As auditor-gen&@npty
“monitored attendance figures for all public meetings of the @ngsiand accounted for
collections taken up at the meetings.” During his tenure, Zasygplied confirmation
of the “financial irregularities” that Garvey charged Easorm whiat led to his expulsion
from the UNIA. Again Garvey assigned an important position of taua West Indian
in the Detroit UNIA and like others so appointed, he had the deaistc high level of
education and skills associated with ethnictty.

Zampty and Garvey'’s close relationship put the two men in dangatoasas.

When they attended a UNIA meeting at Longshoremen’s Halleww Rrleans in 1922,
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the chief of police confronted Garvey and attempted to disband the 6,500 people
assembled. Garvey refused to back down and Zampty claimed tssirefas due to
armed guards posted in their lodgings across from the hall. Nenemlensued, but the
experience left Zampty well aware of its potential because of his prgxtinGarvey:’

Zampty shared with Garvey a political consciousness developesligh
experiences as black migrant workers. When Zampty discoveredy alifferential
between black and white workers employed on the Panama QGdadlhim to conclude
blacks “should be self-supporting and independent and ...should be accepjedlas—e
not to integrate, intermingle, or change our racial entity, butd¢orbe . . . economically
independent.” His dismissal from the Isthmus Canal Corporation forpaiisical
activities also emphasized Garvey’s doctrines as did his inatalibbtain a civil service
position with the British West Indies Regiment. When he Nefiv York to come to
Detroit to begin the job at Ford, he was informed that the compampotlitire blacks for
managerial positions, although the company conceded he had more thaatedequ
gualifications. He did find employment as a carpenter, but for frasshmoney than he
expected and less than whites employed in the same capacithese cases of
discrimination made Zampty an ardent Garveyite and he remaciae in the Detroit
UNIA until his death in 198¢°

J. MILTON VAN LOWE, a native of St. Kitts, studied in Canadual &ngland
before attending the University of California, where he seagedssistant editor for the
Pacific Times(San Francisco). He later attended the University of Peramg. He
earned a law degree from the Detroit College of Law in 1922opeded his own law

practice, located at 911 Gratiot Street on the lower edstaf the city. White legal
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professionals knew him for “his appearances in court, his schaleféyences and
oratory,” which “always drew packed courtrooms.” He attended BeAlME, a
stronghold of the city’s black middle class, whose pastor, Joseph Genmarted
Garvey. Van Lowe had a prominent leadership role in the DetroiAWNIattorney for
the division. However, his position within the organization refleckedmiddle-class
values of Garvey and his officials.

Robert Poston, editor of the pro-GarvBetroit Contenderand a favorite of
Garvey's, influenced Garvey’s opinion of Van Lowe. Poston heard Van Ilgiwveea
speech that concerned the persecution of “colored leaders” who stiufgiethe
freedom of . . . [their] people” which impressed Poston as “one thatgnterested him
particularly” at a Detroit division meetirfd.

Garvey selected Van Lowe to serve as secretary to aphreen delegation to
Liberia in December 1923, charged with revitalizing plans folgeation to the country.
He led a mass rally for Van Lowe and other delegates the bejbte they sailed to
Africa. Van Lowe acted as one of “the chief figures” atlly ia Madison Square Garden
when the delegates returned and spoke also at the 1924 UNIA convention Neld i
York. Van Lowe spoke to convention delegates and in his speeches dexealaved
Pan-African economic plan through the establishment of a new shipp& the Black
Cross Trading and Navigation Company, as successor to thd Blhck Star Line. In
support of economic nationalism, he “stressed the importance of acquiring ships, showing
how the possession of a merchant marine had contributed to the gseatnaations,

ancient and modern, and the lack of it had kept certain nations in opScurike its
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predecessor, the Black Cross Company purchased ships but could oessfulby
operate therm'

Because the negotiations with Liberia disintegrated and “there had beenlIqtite a
of propaganda” implying the delegates “were not wanted there” and dwooi be
welcome,” Van Lowe sought to demonstrate that Liberians’ respaiisdly had been
encouraging. The people of Monrovia greeted Van Lowe and the déhegates
warmly and they “were met by a great number of members @t of the UNIA.”
The well-traveled attorney could not “recall a reception so doodianthusiastic,” or “a
welcome so endearing as . . . [they] had on their arrival.” Aatgrii Van Lowe, not
only the masses in Monrovia supported the UNIA, but “many high dficgLiberia.”
His testimony opposed the charges that Liberians did not suppddiNtfe in its plans
for Africa.??

Van Lowe reported on his meeting with the Liberian president, Gh&rleB.
King, regarding Garvey's proposed emigration of thousands of Weshédrad African
Americans as colonists to the country. The capacity in which \davelserved as UNIA
emissary indicates his standing in the organization. Accordingao Mwe, King
regarded the goals of the organization “with zeal, enthusiastha@a appreciation that
could not have been excelled by the Hon. Marcus Garvey himsklhyy appointed a
committee comprised of the country’s vice president, chief jystiaeex-presidents, and
comptroller. Van Lowe’s report stated the African leader didmit him to lease a
building from one of the king’s relatives and gave other signs of hmigl When
“[tlhe plans were drawn up and signed,” it indicated to Van Ldwee duccess of the

negotiations. King denied having any connection with the UNIA, and hiscdygmade
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his . . . acts all the more inexcusable and high-handed.” As et giaeticipant in the
negotiations, Van Lowe clearly had first-hand knowledge relat€&htoey’s designs in
Africa.”

Van Lowe belonged to the pro-Garvey faction that emerged in thgar@nation
of the UNIA after Garvey’s incarceration. When the Detrornsibn convened “its first
local convention,” Van Lowe was one of the key officials involved inetent. Shortly
after the convention, he joined in the protest of the shooting deatiioning black man
by a white police officer. He spoke often at division meetimgsraade moving appeals
to local UNIA members, professing his “whole soul” to the assiociawhich “boil[ed]
when . . .[he] came into contact with enemies of Marcus Gaf/ey.”

Like other key figures, Van Lowe contended after Garvey'’s fatinas the UNIA
still functioned as a thriving organization and that members “owdjdih Garvey and
the association “so much.” When the Detroit division hosted the I@R&untion, Van
Lowe played an important roll in the proceedings and welcomed detelgya reading the
announcement Garvey issued from jail. When F. Levi Lord callediessof meetings in
Detroit in April 1927, Van Lowe functioned as a key participant in the évent.

In May 1927, Van Lowe acted as a chief organizer of a rally ancégsmn held
in the city to protest Garvey’s imprisonment and made a keynote address at thew@vent. B
when the Detroit division splintered in 1929, due in part to a growinigaafin with the
Democratic Party, Van Lowe remained a Republican. His pdldi€diation may have
put him at odds with the changing objectives of the local division arstialyed loyal to
the pro-Garvey faction of the Detroit UNIA. Van Lowe continueddfiidiation with the

organization until his premature death in 1933 at the age of*forty.
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JOSEPH A. CRAIGEN engineered the disintegration of the Detragion when
he tried unsuccessfully to establish a rival division of the UNi# teplaced Garvey as
leader. Born in 1896 in Georgetown, British Guiana, Craigen nedjfadom the colony
when offered a position as a Spanish interpreter for the Unitess3aty during World
War | in Muscle Shoals, Alabama. His fluency in Spanish derivest tilgely from
Guyana’s proximity to Venezuela, where the language is spoken,eaathployed his
bilingualism to his advantage, using his second language asrs meamigrating from
British Guiand’.’

When the war ended, Craigen left Alabama and in 1918 arrived in Dethate
he found work at Ford. While verifying his earliest exposuré&éamveyism requires
additional research, in August 1921 he attended the UNIA convention inylgwand
felt confident enough to oppose Garvey’s efforts to obtain control dAWAd Black
Star Line finances. In March 1924, he participated in the madlss Garvey held in
Madison Square Garden and in April, Garvey appointed him generaitagcof the
Detroit division. Craigen replaced F. Levi Lord as executiveesay of the Detroit
division when Lord left the city to work for the parent body in N¥ark in 1925.
Significantly, the position was transferred from one West Indian to arfSther.

At the UNIA convention held in New York in August 1924, Craigen was
ubiquitous. He led the parade on opening day and he was among those selected to deliver
the closing address of the convention. UNIA officials conferred homorSraigen and
others who had rendered the organization exceptional service during cal spe

ceremony?’



145

He proposed several measures and served on a number of committeesuct)
commission deliberated on the manner that the UNIA could best &lokmating Haiti
from the control of the United States. The conclusion of the comenittat black voters
organize a Universal Negro Political Union, founded by Garvey to \Wwel the support
of white politicians favorable to Garvey and the UNIA, foreshado®ealgen’s later
involvement in partisan politics, which demonstrated his conviction ttietpolitical
process would ultimately benefit blacks more than Garvey’'s economic natiofialis

He also used politics within the organization to further his advamce iHis
strategic position on the 1924 UNIA convention committee that addressetlities of
executive officers prefigured that of an official of the parbotly fashioned after
Garvey’s arrest for mail fraud as a result of the irregigarin the financial affairs of the
Black Star Line. Delegates voted in overwhelming favor for thainc of command
developed by Craigen that made executive officials accountable onBatvey and
ultimately gave him that prerogative.

As the eloquent leader of a major UNIA division, Craigen actedaakey
spokesperson during the event. He prepared a petition to the FirBstiolner Company
that requested the company halt their attempts to purchase larxerial although such
an action stood little chance of success. When other mattaiseteGarvey and he had
to cancel a speech in one of the evening sessions, Craigen wag Hrose selected to
fill in for him as a speakef

Craigen vehemently expressed his views concerning the organizdiranrisial
transactions and proposed a system of fiscal accountability émugxe officers of all

UNIA divisions. Because the government challenged the legdliGaovey’'s financial
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dealings and later disputes arose between Craigen and Gameynutual charges of
fraud, Craigen’s attention to monetary matters is noteworthyalstetried to quell the
haggling over salaries by UNIA officials. He “emphasized #derifice on the part of
officers was necessary, referring to his personal sacrifice in refusin@aa$i6ek job to
accept a third of that working for the Universal Negro Improvement Assucifl

The month before Garvey’s arrest, he praised Craigen and “pafidiet to the
splendid services rendered” by him and other division leaders.r GHevey's arrest,
“Craigen was one of the leaders of the larger divisions thate€y entrusted to maintain
the UNIA until his release,” and Craigen became “one of Garveyst trusted
lieutenants®

A month after Garvey’s incarceration Craigen turned again to gmlitinis time
when he tried to use the threat of withholding the black vote to pressomgressman to
use his influence to obtain Garvey's release. Since the famattia political arm at the
1924 convention, Garveyites had used the organization to sway eletbwasd
candidates favorable to the UNIA. Significantly, Craigen cotefldhe process for
naturalization and citizenship in 1925, as Garvey had commanded UBlidbers to do
after his trial. He addressed Congressman Clarence McLedthéomembers of the
Universal Negro Political Union of Detroit,” who had “engaged [tsmives actively” in
McLeod’'s campaign and election. In return for their support, Qnapgitioned the
congressman to help “to secure Executive clemency for . . . [their] Ie&der.”

In an attempt to hold the movement together while jailed, Garvequesged
local divisions to have local conventions in 1925 in lieu of one hosted by riet pedy

in New York. Craigen played a main role when the “Detroit §on celebrated . . . its
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first local convention,” and made an opening address to begin the eVeagedy cut
short the celebration, when a policeman killed a member marahitinge IUNIA parade.
Craigen and other division leaders called for “an indignation massngyem protest of
the shooting. In his speech, Craigen bitterly denounced the racisncatised the
cavalier deaths of blacks. “Laws are made for the kiltihigirds; they can be killed only
in season,” he lamented, “[bJut the Negro can be killed springmsunfall, or winter—
just any time the white man desires.” He demanded “aqretiti be sent to the mayor,”
which he read to the assemBy.

In a later attack on racism, Craigen promoted Pan-African siyidhrough the
UNIA as the solution to racial discrimination. The political pbdphy he espoused also
contained elements of imperialism. He warned “if Negroes effliso join [the UNIA]
now the white man w[ould] soon force him to join.” As the speech wangluring the
racial violence centered on blacks moving into white residentiaksareDetroit in the
summer of 1925, his warning sounds much more ominous. “Public sentimeairista
us,” he continued, “and every one that doesn’t look like us is againsitthe white race
wants America for their race, we, as Negroes of the Uralédegro Improvement
Association want Africa for the Negroes of the world.” Thelbagaging in the city over
integration fueled Craigen’s rhetoric of racial separatisrwhich black colonists from
the Americas would replace the white colonial powers in Affica.

In October 1925, the executive council of the UNIA held a conferentéem
York to discuss the organization’s future. As an officer of a ndijasion, the council
elected Craigen to a four-member delegation that went to Atlémtpresent the

resolutions of the conference directly to the imprisoned Garvegselfour delegates, as
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the “Committee of Presidents” replaced the existing leadedhiipe parent body. This
elected body signaled the reorganization of the UNIA Garvey's ab&nce.

In January 1926, Craigen visited Garvey in prison and the two discasse
upcoming meeting the committee had in Washington, D. C., concernmgyGaappeal.
A month later the committee issued a call for a convention inoDételd March 14 to
March 31 to address two officials who refused to resign as pdneateorganization of
the UNIA. Members were to send all inquiries and donations to @raiill roads,”
proclaimed an advertisement for the event, “must lead to Detfoit.”

After his election to the Committee of Presidents, Craigen pbbtigs support for
Garvey. He affirmed his loyalty and stated

the UNIA will continue to march and Garvey will continue to lead.

Garvey’s program is the only program and situation for the Negro’s
problems. Garveyism cannot be destroyed. There can be obstructions put
in the way of the association to delay its progress, but theiagsa will

never be destroyed. We have made up our minds that we Jawfol
Garvey and his program. Garvey’s sufferings and sacrificesrsftable in

vain*

Garvey acknowledged Craigen and the other members of the commitiega
sons of Ham” and entrusted him with even greater responsibilitiemve® and the
committee considered the New York division leaders traitors ame@avarned Craigen
of their treachery. “Do not allow Executive officers of Newrl to intrigue you into
sending them money, nor to compromise your stand,” Garvey cautionegerGra
“otherwise you will jeopardise [sic] people’s interest and nullifyport of Convention.”

Garvey instructed his protégé to “act intelligently in dealiwith those tricky men who

are supported by tricky lawyers"”
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In an effort to promote the irregular March convention Craigen disite
Chicago division. As the executive secretary of the CommdteRresidents and the
most influential UNIA leader in the Midwest, Craigen drew tRkpeeted large crowd.
The success of the convention rested largely on his shoulders and tiedeéstigable”
in his constant activity on behalf of the UNIA. For his effortse Negro World
acknowledgeraigen’s “invaluable service to the organization and to the face.”

Craigen dominated the conference. The first day he cabled Galeslging
undivided loyalty, love and goodwill” to the jailed leader, which dgates unanimously
supported. He presented a letter from the New York executive i frequesting funds
to attend the conference, as earlier Garvey had warned himveyGentrusted Craigen
with advancing a petition to the Virginia state legislatureufgpsrt repatriation to Africa.
Craigen received the nomination for the office of secretary genéthke parent body,
but declined, as he preferred the position on the Committee of Rrisside its direct
link to Garvey. In with his steadfast belief in the politigabcess, he sponsored a
message to “various state legislatures,” probably to plead dore@'s release. Craigen
was among the signers of a petition sent to the federal csimmer of immigration to
prevent or delay Garvey's deportatioh.

Delegates addressed the issue of how to proceed with the megnsimp of the
Black Star Line. Garvey had expressed the concern that thealisffigials who wished
to see the ship sold “[we]re after” Craigen to permit taadaction. Craigen reported to
delegates on the ship’s condition and advocated retaining the viegsaluring the

convention, federal marshals sold the ship at a public auction. Tweathainistration,”
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consisting of Craigen and others officials still loyal to vegrattended the sale, but was
unable to outflank those officials now out of Garvey'’s fafor.

Because of the commendations given Craigen for the succéss obnvention,
Garvey kept him busy. In May, he went to New Orleans, wheredmelér[ed] service
for the parent body.” He continued as the executive secretdgtiofthe Committee of
Presidents and the Detroit division and organized the division’s secondlalocal
convention in August. Like F. Levi Lord, Garvey appointed Craigenddrtistee board
of Liberty University and he went to New York to tackle the ed2NIA members who
challenged the new administration’s control of the scfbol.

Craigen and the others on the presidents’ committee met withy3ar@etober,
as “friends on business,” part of a “steady stream of visiiotdscountless correspondents
to pressure politicians for a pardon.” But according to Craigenwas privileged to
visit him [Garvey] in Atlanta more regularly than any otperson.” Garvey evidently
considered Craigen both loyal and highly competent to entrust him with his mashgres
legal concerns. Craigen’s charismatic personality proved invaluabheaintaining
UNIA cohesion and he had the good judgment or allow his ambitionlteende him to
claim glory for himself. He remained outwardly humble and ool to give Garvey
full credit.*®

Craigen, an articulate and well-traveled college graduate, kwawn for his
intelligence and the UNIA began to rely on his expertise and knowleDgeing a visit
to Garvey in March 1927, he took a visit through the South and to Nassamdahaad
reported on his experiences in tNegro Worldand gave two lectures on the topic in

Detroit, which listeners found “historical and educational” asfitled the audience with
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new inspiration and courage to forge ahead” against the condition chd¢beon “this
continent.” Fred Toote, the acting leader of the UNIA in Gdsvalgsence, said without
Craigen’s tour, he “did not know what the organization would have done.” €taig
travels supplied him with knowledge of the broader world less mobilebersnof the
UNIA lacked, but could gain access to through him and “his senadée tcause” in this
manner, “were invaluablée'®

Perhaps because of Craigen’s education, Garvey relied heawly hip in
matters involving Liberty University. Craigen had the responsiblityelling the school
to UNIA members and getting them to contribute funds to acquirdouiding. The
school served as a location, he told members, where “safe frompskitkeology,” black
students would “be taught Negro history and culture,” i.e. “the glaidé\frica” and thus
they would provide the next generation of UNIA members. He ardatigepurchase of
the school and he traveled to Atlanta to finalize the details oftrdresaction with
Garvey?®

Craigen’s 1924 electoral strategy to secure Garvey's relimsagh political
means produced the expected results. In the 1924 election, the UniNegsalPolitical
Union supported Republican candidates. By 1927, efforts to have Gareeywese
gaining ground. That year, at a May rally staged by Craiggugdge from Cincinnati,
Ohio and Detroit's mayor, John W. Smith, protested against Garveghtinued
imprisonment. Smith also telegraphed President Calvin Coolidgéhand. S. attorney
general “praying for Garvey’s release.” Clearly, Gesu understood how to manipulate
the political process and gain access to whites in power toes€euvey’s release, which

prepared him for later participation in government positfons.
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Garvey’s conditional release demanded his immediate deportatoecember
1927, Garvey was taken to New Orleans to board the ship.81®aramaccdo return to
Jamaica. Craigen was among the UNIA leaders who met vaithie® before he left the
country>®

Craigen was instrumental in keeping the UNIA functioning aftervéy’'s
deportation and Garvey relied heavily on his expertise in the typgobfical
maneuvering for which Craiagen later become known. In recognitemveés who was
still making gestures at leadership, in 1927 appointed Craigen the padgis special
representative to Florida and in 1928 made Craigen the districrléadthe states of
Michigan, Minnesota, and Wisconsth.

Garvey's backing of Democratic presidential candidate Alfredsigith in the
1928 election had a far-reaching impact on Craigen’s future. Iisrearays into the
political arena, largely in the effort to secure Garveglsase, became a means by which
he exercised his own ambitions. While Alfred E. Smith’s defkegtiated black voters’
continued reluctance to relinquish support for the Republican Party, it pushed @uatigen
of the UNIA and toward the Democrats.

The relationship between Craigen and Garvey quickly soured aftendmsor’'s
exile to Jamaica. When Garvey held a UNIA conferencesaldmaican headquarters in
Kingston in August 1929, Garvey questioned Craigen at length to detenmisapport
for Garvey's continued leadership of the UNIA while he was ineexiCraigen did
participate in a religious panel, but his usual omnipresence acas¢. During the

conference, Craigen and other staunch Garvey supporters resignedsugtgests that
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these resignations occurred after they drew Garvey'’s ireflging to use localivisions
to finance Garvey’s operations in Jamatta.

Upon Craigen’s return to Detroit, he attempted to found a rival orgamzdtut
failed. Local members accused him of a plot to repudiate Gawdyhis ideas. By
December 1929, Craigen had left the UNIA and “there . . . [wasinwpteft of the old
Detroit division.®

What remained of the division reorganized as the “Ever Ready Gln@"it
spawned another group of West Indian leaders. Several of these terehdeame
prominent members of the city’s black middle class and membetiseoéarly West
Indian ethnic associations. Their participation in the Garvey mavedwmonstrates
how their West Indian ethnicity encouraged their participation in ganazation rapidly
losing cohesion. Their tenacious loyalty to the movement during tiheddetlowing its
decline as well as during the Great Depression, which “dealt the finaltblthe UNIA’s
route to racial progress,” illustrates the continued attractsgené the organization to
West Indian immigrants in Detrait.

Some, like Grenadian O'BRIEN BRISTOL, had long associated withJti.
Bristol served as treasurer for the Detroit UNIA. A native of Grenadaathenigrated to
New York in 1919 when he was twenty-five years old. After mgvbriefly to
Pittsburgh, he followed his older brother, Vollington, to Detroit around 1928ene
listed his race as “Ethiopian” on his draft registration carist@ clearly demonstrated
his affiliation with the tenets of Garveyism. By 1923, he had be@feading member

of the Detroit UNIA and he worked closely with other West Indahs held executive
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positions. His role in the division became more prominent as d ofshe 1929 fracture,

but he was a consistent presence in the organization throughout the Yecade.

When the Detroit division played host to locals from Indiana, Milwaulkeel
Gary, Indiana, and two divisions from Chicago, Bristol opened the meuwiitig a
reading from the front page of tidegro World The public recitation gave illiterate
members access to Garvey's message and was a custom Atnu#étings. At the
division’s second local convention, he participated in the program asntiwureer.
After Bristol served as treasurer, the executive commifipeiated him chairman of the
finance committee. When the Detroit division split, Bristol joinedgheGarvey “Ever
Ready” faction, and his loyalty earned him an expanded role within the organrZation
. The bitter infighting that caused the split resulted in menyiraising Bristol as
“[a] hundred percent Garveyite,” and a “well-meaning young man [\Wed] up to the
standard of Garveyism.” Unlike those who recently had soughtligm@arvey, Bristol
proved loyal to him and Detroit members commended Bristol for being “sinere.”
Bristol brought prominent West Indians into the organization, hoping to continue
the large financial contributions made by the division under Qmaigelamaicans
CANUTE C. CONSTABLE, a physician, and JAMES M. GREGORY, a démtho also
held a law degree, were two well-respected members obiPtolack elite who became
active in the “Ever Ready” division and served as frequent speakers at IHladrty
ERNEST C. MITCHELL, British Guiana, b. 1895. Mitchell, prominent he t
“Ever Ready” division, attended the Guiana’s Queens College, angehternment-run
boys’ high school. He went to London to study law and during World Weorked in

the Glasgow and London defense industries. He also passed the bat9. He
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migrated to the United States in 1920, after which he came twiDand began
practicing law®°

Mitchell shared a law office with UNIA attorney Milton Varowe until he took
over the practice of attorney Robert C. Barnes of the prominack lirm, Barnes and
Stowers in 1928. His education and professional success made faotivatto the
members of the recently reorganized division. Widely traveled;ndit had seen much
of Europe, the Middle East, and parts of Africa. Clearly, hisqyaation in the Detroit
UNIA supports the notion that even with the reorganization of thed td@apter, educated,
West Indian professionals continued to serve at its flelm.

During the Depression, Mitchell remained active in the UNIAe ptesented
mock courtroom battles at division meetings and spoke in support of gr@zagon and
told members that “[tlhey could call on him any time for help anavbeld be ready.”
He continued to proclaim the rhetoric of racial economics in spites @bvious failure.
His own legal career would afford him prosperity, however, and banbe a founding
partner in the firm of Mitchell, Martinez, Dent, and Dudley. As llerame more
involved in building a successful law practice, his participation MIAJactivities
decreased, but he remained committed to the ideals of the organemadl he acted as an
important part of the transitional leadership between the orighegiter and the “Ever
Ready” division®?

One of the original divisions of the Detroit UNIA, #407 still exigiday. Their
headquarters is located in a local community center on the edgtsside. Except for the
Marcus Garvey celebration they host each August, the division i maduced in

membership and almost forgotten. However, in its heyday, the Ddiwgion could
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boast one of the largest memberships in the nation and made greaiaficantributions
to the international organization. The West Indian leadership eoDetroit division
illustrates the role that ethnicity played both in the organizadiwh within the city’s
black community as well. As a West Indian, Garvey often ssledlest Indians as his
highest officials to administer his organization and the sigmdeaof the Detroit division
required he choose very trusted and capable leaders. These reqisradenim to
choose leaders of similar ethnic origin.

In addition, the West Indian leadership of the Detroit UNIA Isetlee common
perception that, at the upper echelon at least, those who bé&sameyites were the
marginalized members of society. Like many West Indian granis of the era, leaders
of the Detroit division were well educated, seasoned travelers, hatiohigh-paying
professions. The UNIA may have served as a substitute farck@®t access they had to
status mobility in white America, as well as a means tbegt this situation. However,
some West Indian leaders of the local division would use the skildministration and
the political experience they gained in connection with the operatitimed/NIA as a
springboard to influential and lucrative professional careers and politiagabpses In the
1930s, when blacks support for the Democratic Party increased sulligtafdgraner
Garveyites used their leadership and organizational skills thatuded to advance in

partisan politics.
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Chapter 8
“The Foreign Blacks, in Many Cases, Have Been an Inspiration to Americaris:
The Nascent West Indian Immigrant Community in Detroit

West Indians exit from the core African American neighborhoods eifoid
where the majority of working-class blacks resided relatethéoconnection between
class status and ethnic characteristics that led to thesmyriams assuming leadership
roles in prominent organizations. Their physical and psychologgsato the Caribbean
illustrate the significance of national identity to West Indiammigrants and their
distinctiveness from African Americans. They incorporated th® city’'s emerging
black middle class, since they were unable to separate thvasis@cially from the
African Americans, but sought to distinguish themselves from themerfan-born
counterparts on a basis of class and ethnicity.

West Indian immigrants came to Detroit in a comparatigetall but continual
stream during the interwar period, initially settling in the sgmor neighborhoods as
African Americans. By 1930, 2,262 immigrants from the Caribbeah dadtled in
Michigan, and comprised roughly 1.9 percent of the African Amerjapulation.
However, because many of the immigrants had better education andramoirey and
were highly skilled, they soon obtained more stable and better paying employmeht, whi
provided them with wages to find better housing in other areakeotity. These
immigrants thus were part of the vanguard that moved first intst Blde neighborhoods,
where violence frequently erupted as whites sought to keep out menssowhether

African Americans or West Indians. This vanguard helped mtat2 a change in the
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spatial patterns of black neighborhoods within the city and led to thedoghewent of a
new black residential aréa.

Several well-educated and well-paid West Indian professionalsnieelsading
figures in the African American community, as black institutionshsas hospitals,
insurance companies, and medical, dental and law offices emerged to serve tidengxpa
black community. This group maintained the social standards assowidkethe Old
Guard black elite, who they largely supplanted as the upper echelonckfdulaiety.
Their affluence also provided them with greater opportunity to engagansnational
patterns through frequent visits and other contacts with their cesifiorigin. While
involved in the process of incorporation into the city’s African Angricommunity,
they remained highly conscious of and promoted their ethnic distinctiveness.

This focus on ethnic identity led West Indians to organize an etihganization
in about 1940. Called variously the West Indian Social League, tisé WWkan Society,
the Detroit Caribbean Club, and later the West Indian Americancdiation (WIAA), the
organization was pan-Caribbean in nature, but largely comprised dbphume West
Indians. It also acted as a precursor of the national organiz#ttianemerged after the
1960s as larger numbers of immigrants arrived and formed organzabased
specifically on national origin.

WEST INDIANS and CHANGING SPATIAL PATTERNS in DETROIT

Several studies have examined the settlement of Africaniéamsron Detroit’'s
Lower East side. The Great Migration of southern migrants edteathat whites
perceived as “the danger in a too-rapid influx of Negroes” and |etgplorable”

conditions in Black Bottom. Other black neighborhoods emerged in the Eodtand
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Hamtramck, both located on the city’'s East Side. Other schéars described the
racial violence that erupted in the city when blacks attemptihte the confines of the
areas of the city where they had traditionally resfded.

The most celebrated case of racial violence related to residemegration, that
of Ossian Sweet in 1925, involved an East Side neighborhood, but simdatse
occurred first on the West Side of the city, although none that edsultthe arrest of
black homeowners on murder charges. According to one report, “[fjevie]
Detroiters kn[e]w of the other class of Negroes, those who owttjed]own homes and
keep them up in the better residential sections.” One of theaffarent neighborhoods,
located near Tireman Avenue and West Grand Boulevard, became aembsfeste, as
higher income blacks, some of whom were West Indian immigrants, faced mobs under
the auspices of a group known as the Tireman Avenue Improvement Associa
Tireman Avenue served as the northernmost boundary of the neighborhood,cksd bla
were frequently attacked or arrested for crossifg it.

By 1920, a few West Indian families resided on the neighborhood’s souther
border, near Scotten and McGraw Streets. The neighborhood was horapytmative-
born whites, as well as Polish, Russian, German, Greek, and Italaigrants. Of the
six West Indian households located on the Lower West Side and hdfeel 1920 census,
half rented or boarded while the other three owned their homes. @ooagpaf the men
included two factory workers, a machinist, a carpenter, and a p&dy.one woman in
the six households held employment outside the home, in this cassemasuat, but she
had migrated to the United States only in the previous year. FBleagsat-home wives

suggest the financial solvency of these West Indians. In additioe, obthe West
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Indian households remained a decade later, most likely the restdnhthued upward
mobility.*

The area long had had “several thousand Negroes” who lived in aravencl
[which] was prosperous and stable,” and the whites who surrounded it neveedmait
as threatening. The boundaries between blacks and whites inigihdarbood “were
clear enough” but “had also been somewhat porous.” West Indians sethpardistinct
substratum of this enclave, and were among the earliest homeowmethe
neighborhood.

By early 1925, whites began to mount violent protests to blacks expanaing fr
their traditional area. Grenadian Vollington Bristol, brother of UNi#icial O’Brien
Bristol, faced a mob when he attempted to occupy the West Side he owned.
Vollington had immigrated to the U. S. in 1908 and was a close fae@bsian Sweet,
whom he met about 1912 when they worked as bellhops at the FairfaxirHDegtroit.
He became the proprietor of a funeral parlor on Joseph Campau and memteld
properties. He, like Sweet, was attacked when he tried to mtiva home he had long
owned in a predominantly white neighborhood at 7804 American Avenue on [Betroit
West Side in July 1925, two months before Sweet’s experience. Whengtwi, who
had previously rented the house to white families, chose to rentaitblack family,
whites in the neighborhood under the guise of the Tireman Avenue Improvement
Association became hostile. Bristol chose then to occupy the Homgelf and
requested police protection, and the city provided two officers whe p&sted in front
of the house. He spent an uneventful first night in his home, but thenigkta mob

overwhelmed the six police officers guarding the house. Theyierding shots into
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the air and the mob returned the fire, which brought police reinfecesmvho managed
to force the mob to disperse.

After the news of the unrest spread to the city’s black comguaitned men
arrived at the Bristol home to provide protection, but were stopped byepoliith
twenty-four-hour protection of the house, police prevented further vieledtie mob,
however, had succeeded in intimidating Bristol, who barely lefthbime because of
repeated death threats and an unsuccessful attempt to run him tbvarcar. When his
friend Ossian Sweet’s purchase of a home in a white neighborhaog@ratested with
mob violence, Bristol advised him to defend his home at all costs aratity police of
his plans to do so. In the ensuing events of the Sweet triatpiBrestified to the
violence he had encountered at the hands of the whites on thadeesHss attainment
of a middle-class standard of life had been hindered by racismalgmaligh black
immigrants were familiar with racism in the Caribbean, tfiequently found the
American version more virulent. West Indians countered this pkatisocial ill in a
variety of ways. In Bristol's case, he maintained his rightite on the property he
owned by demanding armed protection against a mob. His testimaouit affirmed
both his rejection of the racist practices he encountered iniéanas well as the status
he had attained in his adopted coufitry.

While several hundred West Indians who arrived in the city reedaiesidents of
the Third and Seventh Wards, comprised largely of African Asamrs, by 1930
hundreds of West Indians had moved to the West Side neighborhood. Sewestal W
Indians frequently resided on certain streets in the arearemila of a chain migration

that led to informal networks that provided information on available housikgr
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example, West Indians occupied twelve houses in a three-block stigeerhwood

Avenue, with several others clustered on Scotten Avenue, Vancourt, Vineawod,
Stanford. Quite a few other streets in the vicinity had twd@et West Indian families
living in proximity, including Begole, 28and 3#' Streets, and Hartford, and Milford
Avenues’

The relative wealth of Jamaican immigrant David Stewart nraclesomewhat
atypical of West Indian residents of the neighborhood. Stewart, a dentist, hatechigr
the United States in 1900 and arrived in Detroit about 1918, where hedopemdfice
on St. Antoine Street in Black Bottom. By 1930, he and his wife, Erhathpurchased
an $18,000 home on the West Side, located at 5242 Vinewood, although Stewhis kept

dental practice in his former neighborhood. Unlike many of thes [@®sperous
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neighbors, the Stewarts were able to manage their household finatiuast waking in
boarders, a common practice during the period. In 1934, he purchased a home on
Tireman and moved his practice to an office on West Warrerwa8teclearly upwardly
mobile, would purchase another West Side home on McKinley Street by 1940.

As an affluent and “prominent dentist,” Stewart became “well knowDetroit
medical and social circles.” His affluence also fac#itba transnational pattern that later
allowed Stewart to spend long periods in Jamaica, at timaadog than half the year.
Stewart built a large home in Jamaica, where often he spamt months caring for his
ailing mother. With a higher than average income, Stewart \bés ta make a
comfortable living in both the United States and the West Irfldies.

Edward Sayers and his family were more typical of the Wediamhs of the
neighborhood. Born in Georgetown, British Guiana in 1891, Sayers migratibeé to
United States in 1916. He and his wife Elizabeth had four children wiheyreducated
in church schools on his salary as a waiter at a local hotelfafrtily moved to the West
Side in 1926 and purchased a home on Stanford Avenue worth $7,800. Botlva relat
and a boarder lived with the family to help defray expenses.farhiy represented the
lower middle-class stratum of immigrants, in contrast to professionalBéikel Stewart,
but many second-generation family members would obtain gradegtees and white-
collar employment?

West Indians in the Tireman-West Grand Boulevard neighborhood played active roles
at St. Cyprian’s Episcopal Church, founded in 1919 as an alternatie Matthew’s as

more blacks moved to the West Side. St. Cyprian’s provided scotiatias for children
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and adults alike and supplied space for a myriad of community eve@isurch
leadership roles gave “simple folks with ordinary jobs and lifest a way “to be

extraordinary.*

The first senior official of St. Cyprian’s Bishop’s Committédle Steele Cockfield,
was one of the former West Indian parishioners at St. MattheWwéest Indian descent
who “form[ed] the nucleus” of the new church. Cockfield had immigraidte U. S. in
1909 and by 1920 had purchased a home on the West Side, where several relatives shared
his living quarters. His employment as a letter carrietferRoosevelt Street post office
meant a substantial and steady income, supplemented by his kimegided in the

household?

Cockfield served the church in many capacities, for examplena®f the first three
vestrymen, as a member of the first choir, and as a lay reatkethe arrival of a new
rector in 1924. His efforts to make the church a viable institutiearly consumed a
considerable portion of Cockfield’'s time and provided a means by which he expressed his
ethnic identity. His wife, Mary Anne, also had an active mlthe church and served as
the secretary of the Women’s Auxiliary board. Living among tWedian neighbors
who also participated in the establishment of the church would re@maforced ethnic

affiliations as welf3

Fred Ernst, a West Indian of mixed race, purchased a home o’ ®wtiest Side
and also helped found St. Cyprian’s. Ernst migrated to the country inat®b6@bout
1910 came to Detroit, where he and his wife, Alice, a white womeanded in Black

Bottom along with Ernst’'s mother. Like Cockfield, he initiallyeaded St. Matthew’s,
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but purchased a home on Stanford Street around 1920. After Ernst mevachily to
the West Side, he became active in the establishment of the new thurch.

Arthur J. Tomlinson served as the secretary of the church’s Biskaptsmittee
during the 1930s. He emigrated from Jamaica in 1914, when he settl@cgéorod in
Pennsylvania before he moved to Detroit where he and his wife, Mag,ds boarders
in the home of fellow Jamaicans Charles and Elethia Josephs, whd tivane house
located at 5786 Beechwood Street. The cohabitation of compatriotsssudbe
existence of a network among West Indian immigrants, which provig&idtance for
housing and matters related to settling in the city. Tomlinson obtained engpibghthe
Roosevelt Street post office and by 1940 had purchased his own home iegh&idé
neighborhood, located at 6368 Northfield Stréet.

Donald Shillingford served as another church official, as a membehe
Bishop’s Committee on which he held the position as the supervisor ofhchurc
maintenance. Born in Dominica, Shillingford migrated brieflyMmldlesex, Ontario,
where, in 1923, he married an African Canadian woman, Muriel Tgyimr to settling
in Detroit the same year. Initially, the Shillingfords livedBlack Bottom and Donald
found employment as a stove mounter. Later, the couple moved to #teSwle and
boarded with a family from Barbados, the DeWeevers, in their hainG&00 Hartford
Avenue. The homeowner, Christopher DeWeever was Donald Shillingfoatisebin-
law as well, who had married Shillingford’s sister, Irma. iAgéhe residential pattern
indicated the use of kinship networks by West Indians who settled in tH& city.

By the mid-1930s, the Shillingfords moved to a home located at 306 EsastivW

Avenue. Donald had obtained employment with Ford Motor Company and warlked a
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company’s River Rouge plant. He also applied for U.S. citizenship,parhaps the
promise of greater job stability led to his decision to naturatigehe did so during the
Great Depression when non-naturalized immigrants may havexteémely vulnerable
in matters of job security.

The vice-chairman and senior instructor of the Usher Board ayftia@s, Edgar
Nathaniel Jim, also emigrated from the West Indies. Bornnmaita, he migrated to
Detroit in 1910 and purchased a home on the West Side at 94 StantrdeAvBy 1930,
he owned another home at 6054 Stanford Avenue. As with other West Indian immigrants
in the neighborhood, Jim's purchase of homes indicates the intentioretile s
permanently and points to a stake in the community. Jim’s decisioactome an U.S.
citizen demonstrates further the interest of middle-classt Widians in assimilating into
American society®

Several West Indian families were members of St. Cypriaaiggregation by
1940. The church became a central focus in the lives of many ofékeldians who
resided on the West Side and served as a location where ethriiorieadontinued, even
as the immigrants assimilated into the wider African Amarcammunity and American
society. West Indian parents viewed the church as a famaiidrsecure organization
where they found reinforcement of their ethnicity and cultural valbgh they passed
on to their children and included higher education, professional emphbyarel upward
mobility.*

Frank Lake and his family were typical of the West Indiangoegants of the
church. Born in Antigua, Lake and his wife Drina came to the Un $919 and 1920,

respectively, when they settled in New York and had three ehildhe family moved
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to Detroit in 1924 and rented a home on Boxwood Avenue, where two more childre
were born. By 1930, they rented a West Side home on Moore Place forr38tta
Frank worked as a pipe fitter in an auto plant, while Drina wasnaemaker. No one
boarded with the Lakes, as the family of seven would have found apgaa@e concern.
The Lakes moved several times to different houses they rented WetieSide before
purchasing a home on Hazlett Avenue in 1435.

Jamaican immigrants Albert and Rose Richards attendedy@tia@’s with their
large family as well. The elder Richards left Jamaiud moved to Canada, where four
of their five children were born. They came to Detroit in 1923 anckdeathome on
Beechwood Avenue, where another son was born in 1929. Their daughter, Joyce,
became very active in the church’s youth programs and planned evidntsaemd Mavis
Bonney of Jamaica, who had immigrated to Detroit with a guardieenwshe was three
years old*

Mae Coote emigrated from Jamaica in 1920 and her brother-in-law Fikiter,
left the colony as year later. Soon after, Charles Coote and Martha Csiwte fbllowed
in 1922 and 1924, respectively. Clearly, kinship networks played a dem$vie their
pattern of immigration. The four relatives shared a rented home orndddxAvenue
with two American-born boarders. Both Charles Coote, who had tragnaa @ectrician,
and John Fisher worked as general laborers in auto factories, wdeleviss employed as
a servant and Martha did not work outside the home. Charles joined St. Cyprian’s, one of
the growing numbers of West Indians in the neighborhood who found others lair simi

ethnic backgrounds at the churéh.
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Another member of the family, John Strout Coote, also settled antyfeWest
Side, where he resided on Vancourt Avenue. After he emignatedJamaica, he lived
for a time in Toronto before he moved to Detroit in 1918. He found emplatyin an
auto factory and in 1923, married another Jamaican immigrant, Marandie, who
came to Detroit a year after John. They had a close relaipomsth St. Cyprian’s
Arthur Tomlinson and his wife, Mabel, as shown by the couple aetngitnesses for
John and Margaret when they became citizens in 1935 and 1942, respéttively.

Other members of the Coote family would emigrate from Jamaitaomas E.
Coote migrated in 1919 and settled in Highland Park. His wifdda@ind son Thomas
Grove Coote followed in 1920. When Martha Coote Fisher left Jamai€824, she
brought the couple’s daughters, Kathleen and Alice. Significantdy,stthool-aged
Thomas Grove came to the country earlier than his youngerssigho, like their older
brother, migrated when they reached the age to attend primary .sciiéesdt Indian
immigrants valued education for their children and the couple evidettgssed
academic achievement as their children’s college educationsatedicin addition,
Thomas Grove later became prominent in the field of education in eh@iDPublic
School systerf?

As with their adherence to values that stressed education, tHg &soi attached
importance to their Anglican faith that exemplified many Wekstian immigrants.
Family members attended both of the black Episcopal churches intyhe @harles
joined St. Cyprian’s, while his wife Mae, John Strout, Margarétnias and Icilda
attended St. Matthew's. Although most of the family attended tder and well-

established church, they knew and socialized with members of Stia@gprwhich
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further suggests the churches served to link West Indians aed ast important
institutions in the development of a West Indian subculture in thécity.

If the Cootes shared many of the cultural markers of a West Indian &tanty,
they nonetheless also sought incorporation into American sodigtg. John Strout and
Margaret Coote, Thomas and Icilda both became citizens, althoughditheso at
different times, with Thomas naturalized in 1928 and Icilda in 1942. md&® in the
family may have sought citizenship earlier as a means tiitdeee employment.
Margaret’'s decision to become a citizen may have influenceslister-in-law, Icilda, to
do the same as the two women completed the naturalization pvat@ssone month of
each other. The nationalism associated with World War |l Ima&g inspired the women
as well. Margaret returned to live in Jamaica after John &rdetth, while Icilda
remained in Detroit in a senior’s residential complex on the Lower Easf’Side.

The Alleyne family of Georgetown, British Guiana also raded the church.
Preston Alleyne had immigrated in 1912 and lived in Philadelphissdoeral years,
where he worked on the wharves as a stevedore. He moved to Betwit1926 and
rented a home on Stanford and found employment as an auto mechaniedra/tater,
Alleyne and his wife Estelle rented a home at 5681 Woodrow and aperateall store.
Next door, at 5687 Woodrow, lived George Meyers of Barbados and hiswhifelike
Alleyne’s wife, Estelle, came from North Carolina. Undoubtedlgse relationships
formed between the two familiés.

The effect of the Depression on Alleyne is evident in the wagebdd jobs he
took throughout the 1930s. These jobs included his employment as a clatlast, a

salesman, and a nightclub manager. His wife often workedhasise cleaner, at one
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time as a live-in servant for a wealthy white family on BasBoulevard. At some point
after 1940, Preston returned to British Guiana and spent the \aes treere, but he
returned to Detroit after the end of the conffftt.

In 1930, Preston’s brother Byron emigrated from British Guiana witedas-to-
be wife, Carmen Chambers. For much of the Depression the twitefahvied together
in the house on Woodrow, most certainly a method of defraying thefthstsing in a
period of economic difficulty. Byron may have also found difficultypracticing as a
pharmacist, the profession for which he had trained in British Guiana. Heeathad no
employment, but perhaps Carmen’s skills as a milliner provided thigim sufficient
income. By 1941, however, Byron had found employment in a factory and he and
Carmen moved out of the home on Woodrow and rented a home on Scotten Avenue.
Employment in the city’s defense industry evidently was more tpldé than a more
prestigious position in a pharmacy. Byron and Carmen eventually padchdsome on
25" Street®

While the West Side became home to many well-known West Indrailidg,
other West Indian immigrants became recognized members oftyteewider African
American community. Like the immigrants who resided on the Wdst ey typically
were well educated and employed in fields that provided rebatinngh incomes. Often
they were viewed as community leaders and active in many bsemesd social
institutions, some that they helped to found and that became cornerstdsack public
life. Many were well-seasoned travelers and either had visited paatsyof the world or
established a transnational pattern between the Caribbean anditbe States. They

interacted with other prominent West Indian immigrants in psodesl and social circles.
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James Mahew Gregory became well known in the black communityisatual
professional degrees in both dentistry and law. Born in St. Cathelarasica in 1888,
Gregory migrated to Detroit in 1909. He married Canadian-bormu@ertMorris about
1919. |Initially, he, his wife, and young son lived with his in-laws oth&ae Street.
He attended the University of Michigan, obtained his degree in dgnitistL915, and
received a law degree from the Detroit College of Law in 192&. opened a dental
office on St. Antoine in the late 1920s and later moved his practi@9cE. Forest.
Gregory purchased an $18,000 home some blocks up the street from hispasiénts.
In 1933, as he began to commute between New York and Detroit and haskéytal
office, as well as one in New York. He became very ill and in 53#4d to Jamaica in
effort to improve his healtf?.

Gregory clearly established a transnational pattern by thd @80s, as he began
to spend more time in Jamaica than in Detroit. By 1940, his maieneg was in
Jamaica, but he kept a home in Detroit as well. He continued toondskhalf of the St.
Antoine YMCA, where he had served as first chairman of the provistonamittee. He
and his brother Bertram often came to Detroit from Jamaicaesidar over YMCA or
YWCA events. For example, Bertram went on an extended trip thrthegBahamas,
Bermuda, and Jamaica. Returning to Detroit with James, they ana@sentation at the
Lucy Thurman YWCA to describe the racial conditions in the 8ritVest Indies. James
returned from Jamaica to act as the principal speaker afttethfanniversary of the St.
Antoine YMCA. He later returned to live on the city’s East Suwleere he resided until

his death. He also chose Detroit as his burial ptace.
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Another prominent West Indian physician in Detroit was Robertrigdge, who
also fit the paradigm of the well-educated and professional gnami. Born in
Georgetown, British Guiana in 1888, Greenidge immigrated to Batdek, Michigan in
1909 with the assistance of the church he attended in the colony. Heeha@mise of
employment at the Battle Creek Sanitarium where he workedvaster and attended
Battle Creek College. Working in the hospital inspired Greentdgeant to study
medicine, so he moved to Detroit to enter the Detroit Colledéeaficine and graduated
in 1915%

The segregated setting of Detroit's hospitals led Greenalgk other black
physicians to found Dunbar Hospital in 1918, the second hospital established by blacks in
the city. As historian Richard Thomas notes, “[b]Jetween World Ward the Great
Depression, black hospitals in Detroit emerged as major delfthstitutions. They
developed in response to the rising medical needs of the expanding diaciunity and
also provided an institutional base for black medical professionas.'in the case of
Robert Greenridge and others, many of these black medical poofEsswere West
Indian immigrants?®

In the early 1920s, Greenidge specialized in the new fielddiblogy and by
1927 had established Eastside Medical Laboratory to provide x-rays ardethnical
services to patients in the black community. He became involvexvaned facets of the
medical industry. For example, when Great Lakes Mutual Life &ms@ Company was
founded in 1928, he acted as both vice president and medical director dogahezation.
The same year Greenidge became an American citizen, perhegmithof his growing

professional success. “He enjoyed the company of other businessmen,” and la¢eaissoci
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with several West Indian immigrants. Greenidge worked vaegh Gomez and others

to establish Detroit Memorial Park, the city’'s first blacknegery. In 1930 he, Rupert
Markoe, another West Indian physician, and American James McClendon dounde
Fairview Sanitarium, located in the 400-block of Ferry Streeeeddge was made first
president and remained head of the hospital until his death in*1966.

Rupert Markoe played a leading role at Fairview as well. kbgrborn in St.
Croix in 1898, received his education at the University of Puerto Riddhee University
of Michigan. He graduated in 1924 and during much of the 1930s served aslmedica
director of Fairview. Markoe had his own private practice, and alsantee®ne of the
first black members on the staff at Herman Kiefer hospitdhown as “a widely
recognized authority on tuberculosis,” Markoe found many opportunitiesveogehis
specialty owing to the prevalence of the disease in black Defroifact, Fairview itself
had emerged as a response to overcrowding in the segregatedatveletsnan Kiefer.
Markoe, like Greenidge, became a medical examiner for a bfeciknsurance agency.
Black Detroiters of the era knew Markoe as a professional and social 2ader.

Markoe retained a close connection with the West Indies byngsthiiring the
Christmas holidays and entertaining guests from the CaribbeBetroit. His uncle,
Claude Markoe, met and married his wife in Detroit while vigitRupert. After Rupert
returned from trips to St. Croix, he sought to illuminate hiscAfr American neighbors
and friends about the culture and history of the Virgin Islands torkes held at the St.
Antoine YMCA. Clearly, his interest in ethnicity was faatgéd by a transnational

pattern made possible by his affluent lifesfifle.
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Other prominent West Indian physicians were associated with i@arkshich
had emerged out of the old Dunbar Hospital. Like the doctors at Faiofiesmilar
ethnic backgrounds, they became recognized leaders amongst bldbkscity. They,
too, should receive credit for their roles in creating “some ofntoee stable and
permanent . . . self-help institutions even in the midst of a depreséion.”

Physician Anthony Featherston emigrated from British Guiana in 19 a#teénd
Howard University, where he received a degree in medicine in 192%oirtdel the staff
at Parkside as a resident in the same year and speciainbdtetrics and gynecology.
He continued his education in medical technology and received natsmagnition for
his pioneering work in open-heart surgery. Featherston founded and asrpeesident
of the Detroit Medical Society, a professional organization fackphysicians in 1931.
His renown in Detroit led to a distinguished career in public heal®hiladelphia and
Harlem?®

Canute Constable migrated to the United States from Janmait@2D to attend
Howard University. He graduated in 1925, came to Detroit, and begakingaat
Parkside in 1928. He served on the board of directors of the Friendshianics
Company as well as examining physician for a local workers’ gioup.

He, like James Gregory, played an active role in the St. AntoMEA. In
Constable’s leadership of the 1940 membership drive, Vollington Bristifés Agnes,
assisted him in obtaining a record number of new members. Wi@AYivas more than
a social organization; a political agenda was operative as “aeghdabor’ became
“interested in the success of the 1940 St. Antoine membership ganipdihe active

role West Indians played in the leadership of the YMCA and ginafganizations
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indicates that as naturalizing immigrants, they sought to dagnmto American society
and to hold positions of leadership in the African American communikyle they

valued their ethnic identities as West Indians as Hell.

Constable and his wife Viola returned to Jamaica on a few otsasind
entertained guests from the island as well. Robert GreenmthBextram Gregory both
attended an affair hosted by the Constables in honor of O. E. Anderstorntiee mayor
of Kingston, Jamaica who visited the Constables in Detroit. Tusilsevent illustrates
how West Indian professionals maintained both local and transnatmmactions and
may have used these to enhance their own status in the Detroit black conffunity.

Another prominent West Indian physician associated with Parksidel@gephus
(or Joseph) Wills. Born in Georgetown, British Guiana in 1879, the ystrajdive
children, Wills struggled to stay in school beyond the compulsoryohfmurteen after
his father died. He first trained as a teacher, but when he djseauraged by the low
wages he received, he became an apprentice at a foundry tcetepneering. Still
dissatisfied, he turned to the ministry, but financial constraintsepted him from
studying in England as he wished. He instead immigrated toY¢ekin 1906, where
he initially received work at an engineering firm, but quicklgsviired because of racial
discrimination. Wills, like other West Indian immigrants, wakdck[ed]” by “his first
taste of discrimination in America” and “soon discovered that theeee many
intellectuals from his native home” relegated to menial laba, téb, took on a series of
menial jobs before he decided he wanted to attend medical $éhool.

In 1908, Wills entered the University of Michigan and went on to vecai

medical degree from the Detroit College of Medicine in 1919. Wiparted himself by
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working as a waiter on the pleasure boats which sailed the Gakas in the summer
months. In 1923 went to Scotland to further his education by speciahzgymecology.
A year later, he joined the staff at Parksltle.

Wills visited British Guiana in 1926, with the purpose of purchasihgrae for
his mother. He had sent remittances since first coming to Xesk and for the
remainder of his life sent financial contributions to his familyills’s efforts to maintain
an ethnic identity through local and transnational ties would have isagrtiimpact in
Detroit. By his invitation, his niece Millicent migrated to D, where she became the
prime organizer in the first West Indian ethnic association in thécity.

Although the West Indian immigrants discussed in the previous seckom w
members of the medical profession, they had representation in othesgioos as well.
The legal profession had its best representative in Ernest CheMibf British Guiana,
where he attended the government-run Queen’s College beforengtliaiy in London.
Mitchell worked for various private corporations in England and Scotlandgdworld
War |, which took him to “France, Italy, Morocco, Egypt, Arabia, andtBdrica,” and
he traveled throughout the West Indies as well. In 1920, he carhe tdnited States
and after moving to Detroit, Mitchell replaced Robert C. Baofabke prestigious black
law firm Barnes and Stowers in 1928. He later opened his own fitmthree other
attorneys and Mitchell as senior partner, a position he retainedhisteath in July
1955%

The field of education had prominent West Indian representatigesvell.
Thomas Grove Coote came from Kingston, Jamaica to Detroit in 1920 héheas five

years old. He attended school in Highland Park and later worked unt@maatory and
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as a page at the public library. He attended West Vir§itate College and received a
master’'s degree from Wayne State University. Aftetird g1 the military, he became a
teacher in the Detroit Public School system. He became atasgirincipal and later

was appointed principal of one of the city’s elementary sci6ols.

Millicent Wills, one of the few immigrant women who have provided taitézl
account of their experiences, was another well-known West Indacator in Detroit.
Wills, niece of physician Joseph Wills, received her elemergduncation first in the
Anglican Church school in the village of Friendship, Demerara, Bri#siana, where
she was born in 1900. She continued her primary education in Islingtdrice3eBritish
Guiana, where she and her two siblings attended the Stanleytowicadn@chool.
When her mother and stepfather moved to Anna Regina plantation iquibssén a
failed search to secure higher wages, they were unable to pshods for her and she
was forced to leave school when about fourteen years old. Whéantilg returned to
Berbice, she became a tailor's assistant and educated Hrseding the small libraries
of her employer and their friends and neightiérs.

When Wills went to the capital, Georgetown, to live with her nppalegrandmother,
her opportunities increased. There, in a more cosmopolitan envirorshemhet young
women like herself who had immigrated to the United States andheelt to the colony
for holiday visits. These meetings, as well as the succdssr afincle, Joseph, who had
migrated to Detroit in the early 1900s, intensified Wills iegtrin emigration from

British Guiana. Economic considerations hindered her desire to migrate, htvever.

She financed the $98 second-class steamship passage by holdingassifuggrarty and

a raffle of handcrafted items. With the success of theseuremt Wills could
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“visualize . . . walking on a street in America, working in a slfegtory, sending aid to
my mother, and attending night school,” an unambiguous expression opite tyoals
of many of her fellow immigrants. Her pursuit of her aims bagaApril 1923 when she

left the colony*®

Will, upon landing in New York after a seventeen-day journey, ws@st by
immigration officials to Ellis Island, as she had migratechwib sponsor who could
vouch for her when she arrived in the U. S. When an official asked bkre knew
anyone in the country and she mentioned her uncle, by some odd cowecide and the
immigration officer had attended school together, and the offilahed her to enter.
She rejected the offer of two Guyanese women to stay with &émel work in New York,

as she preferred to proceed directly to Deffbit.

Unfortunately, her uncle had left Detroit to study in Europe wherasiined in the
city, but his friends greeted Wills and found her a room at the Thayman YWCA. A
few days later, physician Robert Greenidge, a friend of heeward a fellow Guyanese
immigrant, invited her to stay with him and his family. In tharyduring which her
uncle remained abroad, Mills found employment as a live-in houseeclead with his
return to the city, she refused his offer of financial support antirued as a domestic

while she attended evening classes at Highland Park High S¢hool.

Her description of how she met her husband indicates that an actiste IMd&an
community existed by the early 1920s, with a clearly establiBta@dCaribbean social
network in place by the time. She became acquainted with aryeldielow from

Antigua named Adelaide Edgehill, “an accomplished pianist and a farmstocrat on
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her native island, but [who in Detroit] . . . did laundry work in her héona livelihood.”

According to Wills

[m]ost of us foreign born in Detroit, who had no homes of their own, met
at Mrs. Edgehill’s, especially on Sunday. Among them was a lmachel
from St. Kitts, British West Indies, twelve years my senidat long after

our meeting, he proposed marriage to me. Naturally, | reveadedews

to Mrs. Edgehill, asking her opinion. She objected, giving many reasons
why such a marriage would be unfortunate. | replied by tripnexplain

to her how much the man and | had in common. In the first placgafie

a World War | veteran and seemed interested in history and,trayel
favorite subjects. We were both also interested in music. Iticaudie

knew that my ambition was to complete my education, and he assured me
that he was heartily in favor with my desire. After . . . [Hudljerealized

that her advice was to no avail, she appealed to my uncle to use his
influence. Uncle pointed out the fact that the fellow had no ambitiz.

had lived many years in the United States and had done litthepimve

his life. He added that although a good tailor, the man had never held a
steady job. 1. .. interpreted my uncle’s resentment toward dmeas the
result of his preferance [sic] for Peter Belfast, a youngar from British
Guiana, who was studying dentistry at Meherry Dental Cofiege.

As with her ability to find housing on her arrival in Detroit, WdlsWest Indian

connections allowed her to find a prospective mate of a similar ethnic background.

Wills and her husband operated a cleaning business, but when the business
declined during the early years of the Depression, Wills toolopip@rtunity to further
her education. She finished her early education at Sherrard JuglorSdhool and
graduated from Cass Technical High School in 1935. She used the gieeeyby her
uncle as a graduation present to register at Wayne Universtiglly as a social work
major. Wills impressed a supervisor with her talents, who re@rded she receive a
position as a clerk with the Lawyers’ Research Bureau, a Wodgd3s Administration
program. Shortly after she began her new duties, she changethjoerto education,
and began to work with the school’s adult education program, whetagite classes in

the Brewster Projects until federal funding decreased and the program pexsoset®
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Wills began her studies as a full-time student and obtained boithelbes and
master’'s degree from Wayne University in 1942 and 1946, respecti&Hg taught at
several Detroit Public schools during her long thirty-year cameeluding Higginbotham
Elementary near Eight Mile Road and Wyoming Avenue on thésaitgrthwest side.

She taught at Northern High School until her retirement in $72.

In addition to her career in education, Wills also had an intanelsérn British
Guianese ethnicity and the promotion of West Indian culture. Wigsvio British
Guiana resulted in presentations and lectures about her native couetiiel Gregory
brothers and Rupert Markoe, She established a program to donate book&aoid sc
supplies to village schools in British Guiana in an effort to provitéeteer educational
experience for children there and forged transnational connections arstnogdds and

Guianese students in the proc&ss.

Wills perceived a distinction between West Indians and Africarerfgans,
which she believed caused tension and conflict between the two gréwgpsrding to
Wills, African Americans would do well to emulate successfdstMndian immigrants.

She noted

[tihere was, and still is, an underlying resentment on the pamaoiy
American blacks against blacks of foreign origin. The Americathbrs

and sisters deem them a threat to their own success. On the contrary, ther
are opportunities for many if they were willing to grasp theractcing

thrift, they could become economically independent. Besides, therforeig
blacks, in many cases, have been an inspiration to Americans. The
contributions they have made to cultural and economic life cannot be
minimized. But in several instances, the plight of the forbigeks has

been multiplied [by the jealousy of African American].

Wills’s desire to promote her ethnicity led her to help esthhtine of the first

West Indian social organizations in Detroit, the West Indian lieagrhe organization
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had a Pan-Caribbean membership, but immigrants from the Britegt Wdies figured
prominently. Most of the members also came largely from tbfegsional and middle
class, as did Wills. Vollington Bristol and Joseph Craigen, fomgka, both joined the
organization. The first president of the organization was a Westnirghysician. The
members evidently made substantial financial contributions, for by 119&¥) ptirchased
a building at 545 E. Canfield to house the institution.

Overall, the members stressed ethnicity, while at the samethey shared an
equally strong goal of full participation in American sociasynaturalized citizens of the
United States. They felt keenly the effects of racial trgoation, especially in light of
the excellent educations and professional positions they held. A tendency tdriaal A
Americans for not achieving a more secure and substantialistAkeerican society had
resulted from their failure to “be perpetually vigilant” andded “to forget that full
equality can only be attained and kept by accepting full respotisgili West Indian
immigrants in Detroit perceived themselves as “higher tharetbbbsheir race of less
fortunate advantages” because they adhered to “the cultivation of hgdot$, clean
living, a well-rounded education, hard, work, thrift, and other essentiaigrtade for a
productive life.®®

West Indians’ perception that they possessed these advantapeoasteristics
that African Americans lacked contributed to the founding of te#inic organization.
The events sponsored by the organization likewise were geareddtibleroiass West
Indians who sought to assimilate into American society. Waymegelbity professors
presented lectures and led discussions. Noted West Indians whd ts&teity also

made presentations, as when a former mayor of Kingston, Jamdiessed the league.



185

A transnational network of immigrants between Detroit and thetWhelies, from its
nascent origins in the late nineteenth century, had emergedfull940. It formed the
nucleus of a West Indian community that expanded beginning with thageaes the
Hart-Celler Immigration Act of 1965 that led to a new influxramigrants into the city.
Many of the West Indians who comprised this later wave of gramts were from
working-class backgrounds and lacked the education and skills of the eaniglisatri

An increased awareness of and interest in Caribbean calidrethnicity among
African Americans proved another result of the transnationalismWefbt Indian
immigrants in the city. As noted, several immigrants made presentatioresrgogaheir
native lands and these events and the ever-growing number of Westslmalithe city
led in turn to African Americans’ greater knowledge of the regiBuring WWII, the
presence of migrant workers in the state and around the countiyghhie federal
program for temporary contract labor employing West Indians brougiicaAf
Americans an increased awareness of people of the Caribbeagil.a$hroughout the
1940s, Detroit's black newspapers featured special interest satoes the Caribbean.
The Detroit Tribunesent reporter Mary Penick to Kingston, Jamaica. Penick said she
chose to investigate the country because it “was recommendéahiaicans whom she
met in her hometown [Detroit].” The social pages of local Afidmerican newspapers
continued to announce visits to Detroit by prominent West Indians ramdl| tto the
Caribbean by financially successful immigrants who lived incttye However, no West
Indian newspaper emerged until the 1980s, when the immigrant commeccameé large

enough to support an ethnically-based publication. In addition, théopsegohort of
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immigrants, who belonged largely to the middle class, sought tbieReence over the
majority of working-class West Indians who arrived in the later péfiod.

In the late 1960s, another pan-Caribbean organization, the West Indiarc&mer
Association (WIAA), emerged to replace its predecessor, the Weisin League. The
new organization acquired a new building at its present location of2&4t5Seven Mile
Road. The independence of many West Indian colonies from their Eoropedords
beginning in the 1960s and increased immigration to Detroit led tdotheation of
nationally-based organizations in the 1970s and 1980s, such as the Jaksagaation
of Michigan (JAM), the Trinidad and Tobago Association, the Bahamiandation, the
Guyana Association, and other national and cultural organizationseefivasented West
Indian immigrants in the city and often affiliated with regional or natignalips®*

As the older Black Bottom neighborhood became overpopulated and living
conditions deteriorated steadily, blacks sought to move to neighborhodddetier
housing stock, less congestion, and more public services. White resftentsesisted
and acted violently when blacks’ search for better living conditiovslved their move
to racially exclusive neighborhoods. As West Indian immigrantsetemna have higher
paying employment as skilled laborers and professionals, theyiwéetter economic
circumstances to rent or own homes in white neighborhoods, especiallyetteSide
neighborhood located between Tireman Avenue and West Grand Boulevardes Whit
the neighborhood predictably resorted to violence in an attempt pooksedlacks of any
ethnic background or social strata.

Middle-class African Americans and West Indians persevemd began to

occupy and own homes on the city’s West Side by the 1920s. West lediabtished
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kin networks, and a pattern of chain migration brought several hundredramtsigo the
neighborhood. These West Indian immigrants were crucial to theisktabht of St.
Cyprian’s Episcopal Church and comprised a significant proportion ofclinech’s
membership.

Several West Indian immigrants became prominent leaders icityhe African
American community during the interwar period. As middle-ciasgessionals, they
were well known and respected figures whose names appearedthedudocal black
newspapers. With above average incomes, they established transnaditeras and
introduced the Caribbean to African Americans through lectures ard friem other
prominent West Indians to their homes. The growing number of Widgins who
migrated to Detroit increased African American awarenesieotultural distinctiveness
of the two groups, as well as led to West Indians formaticdhesf own pan-Caribbean
cultural institutions by 1940, which they began to organize around natidasgsts in
the 1970s. In addition to their focus on ethnic identity, West Indian iramtigralso
concentrated on naturalizing and incorporating into a maturing Africareridan

bourgeoisie.
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Chapter 9
“I Have Made Good As a Stranger in Your Lands:” Joseph A. Craigen and African
American Politics in Detroit

West Indian immigrants commonly viewed racial identicalness witlca#f Americans
as problematic and sought to distinguish themselves from American-born blackseyA
assimilated into American society and integrated in the black middle etasg;ity became less
significant publicly, although ethnic origins remained salient to identityst\idian
immigrants recognized leadership roles in black Detroit ultimately grenended in the
connection between race and class, which made ethnicity less signifidagreater emphasis
was placed on the similarities between blacks from the Caribbean andcama&mericans.

Had the black community of Detroit been comprised of a proportionately larg&enafiVest
Indians, perhaps ethnic leaders would have emerged. The competitive edgedidast |
perceived in their origins and class status decreased as the number of Allexika continued
to surpass the number of Afro-Caribbean immigrants in the city. More blacks of both ethnic
groups began to enter the middle class and class status became less conne&ebhthewe
ethnicity.

Joseph Craigen exemplifies naturalizing West Indian immigramtareness of ethnic
identity as they incorporated into the maturing middle-classc&friAmerican community in
Detroit. Craigen turned to a career in Democratic politith the division and collapse of the
Detroit UNIA in late 1929. The seven years he spent as anabffitithe UNIA gave Craigen
skills in organization and administration, which served him wellaterl years. The Great
Depression and the burgeoning interest of African Americans in theobratic Party

contributed to Craigen’s success as a career politician ds wék aptitude for political
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maneuvering, which he developed while concentrating on Garvey’'sddfiallties, propelled
him into the center of the African American political areaathe next four decades. While his
ethnicity contributed significantly to Craigen’s position in the BNie downplayed his West
Indian origins later in his professional life. Craigen’sabhmlentity had more significance than
his ethnic identity, although his West Indian ethnicity continued @ Inaeaning in his private
life. While his ethnic background helped define his experience msmaigrant assimilating into
both the African American community and into the broader AmericametgpdCraigen’s
ethnicity became less relevant publicly and professionally.

Significantly, Garvey had become involved in American politics1824 when he
founded the Negro Political Union. While Craigen served as exegdnretary of the Detroit
division, the UNIA entered the city’s political fray with the 192%ymral race in support of
Democratic candidate Charles Bowles, who also had the suppdw &fut Klux Klan. While
Judith Stein suggests the UNIA backed Bowles largely becauseitBeblack elite favored
incumbent John W. Smith, a Republican, Craigen undoubtedly influenced tiAesiéNpport of
Bowles!

With his support of Bowles, Craigen simply may have followettead initiatedby
Garvey, or he could have acted independently. At all levels adrgment, African Americans
across the nation consistently voted for Republican candidates bexfatlgr loyalty to the
Republican Party as the party of Abraham Lincoln and emancipatienVest Indians, neither
Garvey nor Craigen subscribed to an outmoded belief in the potitigthls nor felt bound by the
political loyalties of the African American majority. As Bdtby Nancy J. Weiss, historian of
black politics in the era of FDR, “[m]ost blacks who voted in 1932 um& to the Republicans

as the party of emancipation” and did not vote for candidates ofdhm&ratic Party until 1936.
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However, Samuel O’Dell disagrees with Weiss’s argument. elD$dggests the economic crisis
of the Great Depression had some influence on the shift in Africagridan voting patterns as
blacks rejected Republican candidates. However, he proposes thathaddkegun to consider
the Democratic presidential candidate Alfred E. Smith as alpesdternative to Republican
Herbert Hoover as early as the 1928 election. Craigen himasipaigned for Smith in
Michigan. His support for the Democrat Bowles or for Alfred Sith, while possibly a
reaction to local politics, illustrated Craigen’s willingnéssstep outside of African Americans’
conventional political patterrfs.

As Stein notes, “[tlhe course of the Detroit UNIA illuminatbe telationship of black
politics in the 1920s with that of the 1930s.” According to Stein, théed Automobile
Workers (UAW) and a reformed Democratic Party replacedJREA as the dominant political
force in the African American community. Rejecting the sdsraiews of Garvey, Craigen
positioned himself to fill the political vacuum left by the deeliof the UNIA by entering local
partisan politics, and in 1931, he ran successfully for the position oftabdmsin the
predominately black Seventh Watd.

Craigen and African Americans Harold Bledsoe and Charles Diggs founded the
Michigan Federated Democratic Clubs (MFDC) in 1930 and incorgbthis organization in
1933. As the Depression hit black workers in Detroit to an unusual e&emgen and the
others objected to “the fact that state jobs, paid for by tveir tax dollars, were closed to able
and anxious workers because of their race.” Canvassing the state, they adico¢hteelection
of Democratic candidate Murray “Pat” VanWagnoner as the most pirggncontender for the
position of highway commissioner, since VanWagnoner promised toogrbfacks if elected.

When VanWagoner kept his word, the MFDC gained members in edthestajority of them
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either former Republicans or non-voters . . . who set about skeofebecoming skilled in . . .
politics.™

The political leadership of black Detroit remained solidly in Bepublican camp,
however. The tenacity required to oppose this Old Guard elite ureterthe MFDC's
reputation as “one of ... [the] most politically courageous and $p@walare organizations.” In
spite of blacks’ overwhelming shift to the Democratic Party in the 1936 feglerdions, in local
elections political leaders often urged African American vdef&eep Detroit non-partisan” or
rather to actively support Republican candidates. This frequinttrated the efforts of the

MFDC. Political infighting within the club itself as well asnang the African American

Democratic leadership in general added conflict.

African American attorney Harold Bledsoe became the first presodeéné MFDC, with
Craigen as executive secretary and Diggs as general onganiagially, the club had its
headquarters at 632 Livingstone Street, but the fledgling organizabosea opposition and
they “were constantly pushed out of meeting places because . y]. fthiee Democrats.” In
spite of financial difficulties, the MFDC later acquired a panent meeting hall at 628 E.
Warren®

The organization’s governing body eventually would consist of a presatel three
vice-presidents assisted by a treasurer, a correspondingasgceefinancial secretary, and an
executive secretary. A board of directors and a House Coramdtapleted the executive staff.
The Election Committee supervised yearly elections and candidates gaetpaigorously. The
MFDC leadership stressed the organization’s “[flinancial and meshiperecords . . . [were]

kept in meticulous order.” A politically active Women'’s Division performed theertraditional
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female duties associated with entertaining at social eventgldmperformed important fund-
raising functions as welfl.

Craigen, known for his oratorical abilities, often acted as spokesonghe MFDC on
various political issues. In early December 1933, the WebstérHa&tl suddenly dismissed
seventeen African American service workers and replaced thdmmhites. Craigen objected
to “the wholesale dismissal of Negroes from various places @iogment in Detroit” by
employers who sought to pay the higher wages dictated by tienBlaRecovery Act (NRA) to
white rather than black workefs.

Craigen proved instrumental in the MFDC’s 1933 endorsement of camditdaty H.
Mead in Detroit's mayoralty race. He helped William L. &itle then-president of the UNIA,
obtain an appointment as tax clerk in the Wayne County Treasurecs offLl934. In 1938, the
bipartisan Committee on Negro Registration and Voting electedgeraits chairman to
encourage African Americans to exercise their right to vote.aigén stated that while
“[tihousands of dollars are being spent by the NAACP and other aagams to secure the
franchise for Negroes in the South, . . . thousands of the Negroesroit et content to sit
supinely by and fail to exercise their privilege of voting.” Aféeseries of mass meetings and
direct-mail campaigns, Craigen concluded that the work of themtbee showed signs of
success indicated by “the large number of persons visiting City Halligiee§

In 1940, Craigen and Diggs visited Benton Harbor, Kalamazoo, BattlekCdackson,
and Vicksburg, Michigan where they campaigned for presidential caadtdanklin Roosevelt
and gubernatorial candidate Murray VanWagoner. While Craigen &ygs Bpoke largely at
black churches to all black audiences, an exclusively white audatteraled the rally held in

Vicksburg, just south of Kalamazoo. VanWagoner's candidacy loomgd far blacks who
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hoped his election would “insure a square deal to the Negro compébitarisil service jobs”
which “could only be won by competitive examinations.” When VanWagomeerged
victorious, his position as governor of the state became crucial rége@’s political
advancement’

Craigen urged voters to inform themselves about the political plafofntandidates
running for elective offices. He served as chairman of the ®RiEmbership campaign and
pointed out that notables such as national Democratic committeer |€&t@ Van Auken,
Murray VanWagoner, Wayne County sheriff Thomas C. Wilcox, Peojualge Patrick O’Brien,
Senator Prentiss M. Brown, and Judge James Jeffries all pakfiéstsme memberships in the
organization. The membership drive, which began in February 1940, sought to add one thousand
new members. Its success led to Craigen continuing the driveFebtilary 1941, with a goal
of adding five thousand members to the MFDC rdster.

As with other West Indians examined in this study, Craigen padireigher education,
attending first Wayne University and the Detroit College afvlbeginning in 1933. He became
the first black member of the college’s debate team, Adumxample of his rejection of the
separatist ideals of Garvey and his insistence on integratibwetheéd allow Craigen to carve a
political niche in the New Deal era. As a nontraditional studéht years of experience in the
running the affairs of an organization, he saw law school as a meaestadflishing the
credentials needed to facilitate his entrance into mainstpaaisan politics. Craigen became a
Wayne County deputy court clerk for Republican Circuit Judge Guy iherMand clerked for
Miller for five years. During this time, he became verynactin the Democratic Party and

formed connections to key party memb¥trs.
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Craigen’s professional successes related directly to hisyatmliforge alliances with
white politicians. For example, his election as secretaryeoFirst Congressional district in
September 1934 resulted from Congressman George Sadowski's prapddatk Detroiters
“that members of all races should hold executive offices.” Aftr@igen passed the bar exam in
June 1937, Governor Frank Murphy appointed him deputy labor commissioner, anpositi
Detroit Tribunecolumnist Russ Cowan compared to the one held by D. A. Straker,hie ot
West Indian immigrant prominent in Detroit politics in the nineteeand early twentieth
centuries. Murphy later expressed how he felt “deeply gratefuCraigen whose fine “record
as Deputy Commissioner . . . fully justified [governor Murphy’s] expectatibhs.”

Craigen understood the necessity of having broad political supporadHeldrked for a
Republican judge. As labor commissioner, he addressed the Polish coynthumigh a radio
broadcast on station WMBC in June 1938. His speech, entitled “Prol@emfsonting the
Department of Labor of the State of Michigan,” showed a willingnesseek support in white
ethnic communities. He also made evident his concern for felloat Wedians in Detroit. His
decision to award damages to the widow of a West Indian sanitabikemwhose death the city
claimed resulted from pneumonia rather than a work-related injuayg, wieewed by many as
controversial. Craigen’s judgment warranted front-page news iDéheit Tribunebecause of
the strong defense put up by the city governrfiént.

Craigen announced he would run for the United States Congressaadidate from the
Thirteenth District in the 1938 election. He felt that he could thie election because the
heavily African American First and Third wards comprised parthef Thirteenth District.

However, he did not win the nomination, coming in third in the primaries.
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Undaunted by his loss, Craigen assured supporters that his “failupgauld] not be the
death-knell of . . . [his] being used as the spear-head to arouseelleégrdo their civic duty.”
He noted that he won in all wards with large populations of Afridanericans, proving that
blacks “[were] increasingly becoming racially conscious.” &tkmonished Detroit’'s eighty
thousand registered African American voters to exercise tigit to the franchise. Craigen
emphasized the importance of redistricting the city for blacksalve political success at the
federal level and asserted “the fight for Negro representati Congress from Detroit ha[d] just
begun.®

As deputy labor commissioner, Craigen had the highest ratingeincithl service
examinations in 1939. Frank Murphy served as attorney genethé dime and suggested
Craigen resign as commissioner to accept a federal positioMAprih of that year, it was
rumored that Craigen would lose his position. When Frank Murphy lobtchfsr re-election as
governor, the Civil Service law under which Craigen had initiallaioled his post was repealed
by Republicans and Craigen was dismissed.

A bipartisan committee formed to protest his dismissal to LureDi€kerson, governor
of the state at the time. Several notable figures comprmedammittee, including Robert L.
Bradby and Horace White, pastors of Second Baptist and Plymouth Gatignal Church,
respectively. Carlton Gaines of the Booker T. Washington Tradecks®n and Detroit branch
NAACP president James McClendon also served on the committed asvitlirights leaders
William Sherrill and Snow Grigsby. Labor Commissioners Chalehoney and Daniel
Knaggs “strenuously opposed” Craigen’s dismissal and Mahoney thedai resign if officials

did not hire another black man to fill the positi&n.
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In May 1939, Ingham County Circuit Court issued a temporary inpmcégainst
Craigen’s firing. Craigen, who sought to appeal the Labor Conunissilecision earlier in the
month before the Board of Commissioners and the governor, found no redress in tl@sandnn
then petitioned the court to halt the dismissal. This effort @swed unsuccessful, but in June
Patrick O’Brien, Probate Court Judge, gave Craigen a new appoinasi@robate registrar. His
appointment marked the first time a black man had held the positibnita/ifour-thousand-
dollar-a-year salary, then considered an exorbitant anfdunt.

In May 1941, VanWagoner re-appointed Craigen to his former post as depaty la
commissioner, the position he would keep until the end of his life. n\Whaters re-instated the
civil service law, which had been repealed by the Republican-caursiate government, those
who had successfully taken the exam again became eligible.udg®eCaaigen had the highest
score, his “name was therefore place[d] at the top” of theofistligible candidates and his
association with the governor guaranteed he would regain the positignneV&arvin, another
black attorney, replaced him as probate regiéfrar.

In 1943, the black leadership of Detroit Democrats would experiedoagarunning
conflict, which resulted in factions forming within the MFDC. Trifebegan in the fall the year
before when Democrats lost heavily in the elections. A comaigaded by Charles Diggs, Sr.,
then-president of the MFDC, proposed changing the name of the clulfldct the new
nonpartisan nature of the organization. The Diggs faction chose the th@mMoroccans
“because of its historical background in relation to the mothers athdr§ of the American
Negroes.” Diggs and his supporters clearly lacked any knowlefilghe African origins of
people of African American descent. Perhaps the group led by @Egattempting to invent a

colorful and exotic heritage for itself by calling itsdibt“Moroccans” and its African American
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members in reflection of Craigen’s foreign-born origins inigmitGuiana. Craigen and Harold
Bledsoe opposed the new name and the new doctrine the Diggs factidr sougplement.
Members chose by a one-vote majority to become the Moroccarsjadist over the Craigen
forces who “opposed . . . changing the organization’s ndme.”

Craigen, Bledsoe, Treasurer William Ware, and others filed ananpn in the circuit
court, preventing the transfer of the club’s assets to another cltdige@, suspecting a more
“sinister motive” behind Diggs’s actions, declared

[tlhis gang of hustlers are attempting to destroy the purpose of the

democratic club. Many members who have invested heavily in the pagjani
refuse to permit the purpose to be destroyed by a few newcorherbave not

contributed one cent to the organization’s assets . . . [n]o notite aheeting
was ever sent to the members and a notice is a primary tedfishe laws when
the name of a corporation is to be changed . . . The Michigan Federated

Democratic club is a Michigan corporation and has played ge lpart in the
growth of the Negroes’ activity in the Democratic party in Michigan.
Craigen also noted that only forty-three members, the majfrityem not acting as members in
good standing, participated in the vote that resulted in the name iange.

Diggs responded by calling Craigen “a persistent and known indivittualiso
“cater[ed] to the Democratic officials in an attempt toiretas ‘spring board’ to ‘bounce’ into a
federal position.” He further charged Craigen participated in the thi-annuallly] in
campaigns only [in] which jobs of importance were handed out.” Yetobm®ggs’s primary
complaints leading to the controversy concerned Wayne County pros#&¢iliiam Dowling,
“who allegedly disregarded the advice of . . . [the] Diggs fadtiopassing out patronage to
Negroes in the county

Craigen issued a scathing reply. He readily admitted using/i#f2C to further his

political career, asserting the purpose of such clubs existedaitopglitical advances.” He



202

pointed out that Diggs had used the organization as well, his fur@red obtaining a $30,000
contract with a local state hospital and twice seeking eledamDetroit's Common Council.
Indeed, one of the main purposes of the club “was [its] use toapsdin political positions . . .
hundreds of intelligent young women and men during the Democratic retfime.”

Craigen further took Diggs to task for suggesting he owed his poltucaiess to him,
retorting that it was he, Craigen, “who took . . . [Diggs] to his][first Democratic assembly”
and acquainted him with the political power brokers. Diggs clitoevant the club to become
nonpartisan, hence the change in name. Craigen emphasized he hadHieoungihontgomery,
the first Republican, into the club resulting in the appointment of five blacks ¢co$tiaes. The
name of the club did not restrict it to only partisan interchaffges.

Diggs had sought to cast aspersion on his opponent by stressing rhigrant
background and suggested Craigen may not have remained in the degatly. Craigen’s
caustic comments show his disgust at the pettiness of this tactic:

Why mention my coming to this country? Is it to create geogeapprejudice?

Well, everybody who knows me knows that | was born in South Amenemn, e
the Government knows it; they brought me to this country as a lingtisey

helped to educate me . . . | became a citizen as soon as |dvasaigh and

believe me, Senator, | think | have made good as a stranger inayoist | Don’t
6

you?

Diggs’s attack on Craigen highlighted the tension between well-sstljcauccessful
West Indian immigrants and the rising native-born African Anagrimiddle class. In pointing
out Craigen’s immigrant origins, Diggs desired to portray Craagea foreign “other” and cast
doubt on his loyalty as an American citizen. What makes Digggiasations significant is his
perception of ethnicity as a liability and a deficit. Craigen cfe@tognized Diggs’s attempts to

disparage his West Indian ethnicity and make of it a divisiseeis He countered Diggs by
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expressing both pride in his Guianese birth and in his becominguealidd citizen. As an
immigrant, “a stranger,” he assumed overlapping racial, ethnicnatiohal identities. He had
“made good” by successfully integrating these identities andrpocating himself into
American society’

In many ways, Craigen exemplified the stereotypical Wedtan immigrant.: Well
educated, well-traveled, Anglican, and an upwardly mobile priofess but the reason he could
rise above leadership of a minor immigrant substratum was leettaiselative liberalism of the
1930s and the 1940s gave Craigen political access within the broadsy.so&lthough the
2,262 West Indians who resided in the state were still relatfealyin number when compared
to Detroit’'s 120,000African Americans, they were numerous enough tl&ge@rcould have
become the leader of the city’s Caribbean immigrants withddmaise of Garveyism. The
collapse of the Garvey movement created a vacuum that a catciseader like Craigen could
have filled in the West Indian immigrant community. Craigerc@eed a grander opportunity.
Instead of becoming involved in ethnic political affairs, he embrageadrican politics. His
awareness of ethnic identity did not point to leadership of an etbmenunity, but led instead
to a position of influence in the African American community.

Nor did he actively participate or publicly express interasthe labor organizing and
political independence upheavals that rocked the Caribbean afted Warl I. According to
Gerald Horne in his study of the response of the United Stategde movements in the British
West Indies, “British Guiana had long been in the vanguard of the movemeovéoeignty and
labor rights.” Craigen emigrated from British Guiana in 1918 during thegemee of organized
labor in the colony. Through his leadership role in the Garvey movemenge€ would have

been well acquainted with labor struggles in the Caribbean. Gaac initially organized the
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UNIA because of what he witnessed of the conditions of laborers, and Gawegiteed closely
with unions throughout the region. But Craigen did not use his positiob@sdammissioner
to facilitate what Gerald Horne calls a “transnational oigjag of black labor.” While he may
have acknowledged a common struggle between labor organizers int @etfoihose in the
West Indies, he did not address the issue overtly. He chose topaéetisolely in American
partisan politics and eschewed involvement in and remained silent lpudiout political
upheavals in British Guiana and elsewhere in the Caritfiean.

Although Craigen claimed that he became an American citizen \Wwkewas “old
enough,” he actually did not become naturalized until he was in gisdahties and after he had
resided in the country for seven years. His decision to do so probaislyinfluenced by
Garvey’s forays into American politics with the formation of thegro Political Union. The
timing of his actions suggests political expediency as his maine clearly indicates his
growing awareness of how influence and power could result froticipation in mainstream
politics. Horne describes “a pragmatic culture of migrationiviich West Indian immigrants
become naturalized citizens in order to further the intecédtseir home countries, but Craigen
used American citizenship to involve himself more fully in the American pdljticaess”’

Diggs’s attack on Craigen’s ethnicity becomes more alarmimgnvplaced in the context
of the control of political spoils. Diggs implied that becausagérawas an immigrant, he was
not entitled to the political positions he held. As noted in Chaptee&slglethnicity affected
the distribution of economic patronage in the conflict between Evddardel and Robert
Bradby. No evidence exists that Craigen attempted to have Mtians employed at the
expenseof African Americans, nor that he made specific appeals to tieematuralize and

become involved in the political process so he could deliver votes to party bosses.
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The role of the U. S. government in his migration to Americaragterpreter for the
navy made Craigen’s experience different from the majorityvest Indian immigrants. He did
not rely on a kinship network to facilitate migration or to ashkist in finding housing or
employment. To an extent, his involvement with Garveyism may take® the place of a West
Indian social network once he arrived in Detroit, and although hecideritified himself as a
West Indian, when he was no longer associated with the movement, litdedid differentiate
himself from African Americans in the city.

He did make at least one recorded voyage back to the colonyydigeC followed no
transnational pattern. In 1962, he made a six-week visit to Britishn&@ but only after he
became securely entrenched in the African American community vaasl a nationally
recognized leader. Nor does any evidence exist that hegdraity of his substantial income to
relatives living in the colony or contributed to any ethnic mutudlsaicieties. In his role as a
political leader of an African American community, his radg@Entity became “more salient”
than his ethnic one in these “particular contexts and circumstandéss fluidity in identity
allowed Craigen to assume a position of leadership in the Afdeaerican community, while
still identifying as a West Indian immigraft.

With the waning influence of Garveyism, Craigen made an obvious ctom@merge
his West Indian ethnicity to assume a broader identity as an assinAllaerican citizen. In this
manner he gained wider recognition and authority in the African karercommunity.
Influence in African American society evidently took precedence leaelership of the group of
disparate West Indian immigrants that would not begin to coalesttethe 1940s. When a

formal West Indian organization did emerge, Craigen became a mé&mber.
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West Indians in Detroit were not numerous enough to organize atbng dines, so
Craigen played significant roles in various institutions conventiomaibpciated with the black
middle class. In time, he had positions of leadership in these cagjangz as well. Two such
organizations were the Kappa Alpha Psi fraternity and the Idlelot Owners Association.
(Later, Craigen served as vice president of the local NAACRchraas well as president of the
Wolverine Bar Association)

In addition to his control of the MFDC, Craigen would assume positiomhsadership
and influence in the local and national Kappa Alpha Psi fraterniGraigen joined the
organization while a student at the Detroit College of Law. Uitargen’s direction, Kappa
Alpha Psi, the nation’s second oldest African American fratermibyld act as a political as
well as a social club. Craigen served as polemarch, or distibér, for several years and later
was elected Grand Polemarch, or national leader. He servedimsachaf fundraising for the
purchase of the house located at 269 Erskine Street, known as Kappadtaktas an officer on
the organization’s grand board of directors. Craigen’s ubiquitousinalee Detroit chapter
would earn him the sobriquet, “Mr. Kapp&.”

Active in the fraternity’s annual “Guide Right Week,” which soughtrtentor young
black men and prepare them for professional careers, Craigen alsd s a delegate and
occupied a “prominent” role at local and national conferences. tritve purchase of Kappa
Kastle, Craigen frequently hosted fraternity-related eventssatefined home located at 286
King Street. He encouraged the general public to attend these awmdntisose held at Kappa
Kastle in an attempt to make the fraternity accessible towfuer African American

community®?
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Like his leadership of a black fraternity, his leadership of ItHewild community
reflected Craigen’s identity as middle-class African Anaaricather than as a British Guianese
immigrant. Located in Yates Township in western Michigan's eLakounty, the resort
community had long existed as the playground for the black middlg, ¢laisere the men were
idle and the women were wild®

Idlewild became a mecca for the black bourgeoisie. According to one study ofdte res

[tlhe dream of Idlewild as a “Black Eden” in Michigan revendted
throughout the black communities, especially in the Midwest. The
constant ringing of Randolph 2315, the telephone number of the
company’s office . . . in Chicago, proved that the developers had ceache
an untapped desire by many middle-class professionals for arbsmit.
Solicitation campaigns were so successful that trains degdmim urban
areas such as Detroit were often crowded with passengers bound fo
Idlewild, in search of lots for purchas&
Between 1917 and 1930, a thriving summer economy grew as a businessd#sgioped, with
hotels, motels, restaurants, shops, nightclubs, and small factoriagn,lthe economy of Lake
County benefited. Black entrepreneurs found a ready mankat\fariety of goods and services
at the resort. The economic growth of the resort “made Iitielve destination of choice for
many African Americans, with its heyday between 1940 and 1¥65.” In 1927, Garveyites at
Idlewild formed a local division and Craigen, still a leadingIA official, would visit the resort
as well as interact with the division’s president. Thus, hig &sposure to the Idlewild
community as UNIA official was in a very different contextnhiater as the leader of the
African American elite. Once he left the organization, he had rbefuinteraction with the

Idlewild UNIA division. He did, however, play an important role asvéc and social leader

among black professional residents at the réSort.
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Craigen played an instrumental role in the creation of Iditead a paradise for blacks
not only throughout the Midwest, but also across the country. Asothedér and sometime
president of the Idlewild Lot Owners Association, he possessed %hertsse and business
acumen needed to sustain the development of the resort.” He orgamamsds to improve the
infrastructure of the resort as well as make it morehagstlly appealing. Under his direction,
the resort became a major venue for the era’s top black anezg hosted by several notable
nightclubs there. Considered one of the “significant movers and rshakko led the resort
community during the peak of its success, Craigen epitomized tloessfidl middle-class
residents of Idlewild®

His leadership of the resort community not only increased his infuamong blacks in
Detroit but nationally as well. At its peak, almost 25,000 vacatsowisited the resort between
Memorial and Labor Day. He assumed a number of civic dutiesak@ the resort functional
and many knew Craigen as a gracious and dynamic host. His large summer hdraquwessly
the site of lively parties, where often guests from out-ofateveuld stay. The social milieu at
Idlewild made Craigen a well-known figure to middle-class AfnicAmericans nationwide and
this recognition undoubtedly contributed to wide support for his later bidafdederal
judgeship®

Craigen remained a significant participant in Democratic pslitit Michigan and
continued as a highly visible public figure throughout the 1940s and 1950sfrigids and
allies included Governor G. Mennen Williams and other noted Demp@ath as national
committee leader George Fitzgerald, state chairman Hicktl@,i state representative Martha

Griffiths, and judges Gerald O'Brien and Carl Weiderffan.
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In spite of determined opposition from the Republican black eliteCthgen leadership
of black Democrats had emerged out of the conditions of Depressi@egod, “root[ing] itself
in the premise that the dignity of a job is a human right and[bla&ing] one guarantees
dignity.”**

The skills he acquired as a leader in the UNIA and his professianeer as a lawyer
served him well as a partisan politician. By 1930, largely undaggén’s direction, the MFDC
acted as an organization to encourage African American inclusithre iDemocratic Party and
the programs and policies of the New Deal. Several years bbfack voters turned to
Democratic candidates nationally, Craigen was locally afdrefront of the massive political
change that would occur among blacks by 1936.

Although Craigen was very conscious of his ethnicity and his immtignagins, after he
departed from the UNIA, his political affiliation was stlyctvith the Democratic Party. His
membership in the West Indian Social League reflects Craigdnrsc identification as largely
communal, rather than political in nature. When challenged about his statusramigrant as a
political ploy, he acknowledged readily his origins in the West fdat stressed his American
citizenship with equal alacrity. As an adopted citizen who classémilation into broader
American society instead of a more limited and limiting Wasdian ethnic identity, Craigen
played a preeminent role in African Americans’ association thighDemocratic Party and led

for decades some of the most socially active institutions of the city’s trialtke class.
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Chapter 10 Conclusion
West Indian Americans

As indicated by the quote used in the title of this study, “High@&n Those of Their
Race of Less Fortunate Advantages,” West Indians who migraieektoit, as well as to
other locations in the United States, perceived themselvestagtdisom and “higher
than” African Americans, with whom they shared a racial, butamoethnic, identity.
The “fortunate advantages” of black immigrants included being genéettier educated
than American blacks and able to obtain professional or skilled emeptdy earn
middle-class incomes, and acquire housing outside of traditionally segtega
neighborhoods. West Indian immigrants who resided in existingakfriAmerican
communities, such as the one that existed in Detroit, attemptestittggdish themselves
from American blacks, who they disdained for their rejection of eviniddle-class
mores or and their failure to attain middle-class economitssta However, black
immigrants faced the same racial discrimination that predebhtack Americans from
entering the white middle class and that discrimination engeddée desire of West
Indians to differentiate themselves on the basis of ethnicityharg] they sought to weld

West Indian ethnicity to middle-class status.

This class-based ethnicity served as a means by which Wdegh immigrants in the
city chose to distinguish themselves from the black working .cBlsg€k West Indian
immigrants viewed entrance into the middle class as both a prigeal and their
inalienable right as naturalized citizens. To achieve theingyyi goal and exercise their
right to upward mobility, West Indians used this class-and-ethnidraetien to assist

their assimilation into bourgeois American society. Also, thegleyed the construction
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to explain and rationalize why they obtained relative succeske Wwkick Americans
remained, comparatively, of “less fortunate advantages.” West Indexcsived their
success as resulting, then, from the advantages accrued froratbmeaity, from being

members of the bourgeoisie, as well as from being good naturalized Americamscitize

These three bases of West Indian distinctiveness remained antquestadigm in
each of the eras examined in this research. Beginning in 1885, theadtli@sses the
period preceding the Great Migration when Detroit’'s black populatics weay small.
In this period, West Indians such as D. Augustus Straker, Joshiad$siah, N. H.
McBayne, and Robert Stimpson all epitomized this employment ofcetmd class
distinctions as a means of assimilation into American socikéymen with some higher
education and professional credentials, they were recognizeddeyden the Detroit
African American community. Their political and social influercgended beyond the
boundaries of the city and brought them recognition in the wider Aaresociety as
well. Straker and Massiah used their access to the white @bdweture to advance in
American society. McBayne and Stimpson, however, were unable igateathe racial

construction of a segregated America and returned to Jamaica.

Detroit's small black population of the period gave West Indians rtmralaim
positions of leadership and join the ranks of the city’s African Acaarelite. Straker
and Stimpson used their connections to white politicians to further caesers, while
Massiah held an esteemed position as the leader of a black Epislcopzd, one of the
bastions of the African American upper stratum. As would remaircdise in later

periods, these West Indian immigrants used class and ethnicity to ditiegehe@mselves
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from African Americans, while at the same time assinmtptinto the predetermined

racial categories found in American society.

With the exponential growth of Detroit’'s black community as a tesiuthe Great
Migration, the West Indian population of the city also continued teas®. As with the
earlier cohort of West Indian immigrants, many of the people whgratad from the
Caribbean after 1915 were also distinct from the mass of southgnamntsi of “less
fortunate advantages.” Indeed, the ability of West Indians to emiggaulted in large
part from access to resources in their countries of origine#isas the kinship networks
that facilitated a pattern of chain migration and that helped tmeigrants to find
housing and employment and further their education once they arrivhd oity. As
with earlier immigrants, sucas Straker and Massiah, who became influential leaders of
the African American community later comers Everard Damédl dJoseph Gomez would

also become powerful figures in black Detroit in the 1920s and 1930s.

Daniel and Gomez clearly subscribed to the bourgeois mores of the rbiddle
class and followed a pattern of assimilation while maintairiiegy tethnic identities. In
the case of F. Levi Lord, Milton Van Lowe, Charles Zampty, andpo§&aigen, the
association of class, ethnicity, and race is at first obsdyreleir pivotal role in Marcus
Garvey’s UNIA. Athough Garvey’s program promoted a paneafriidentity for blacks,
he ultimately preferred other West Indians as his closestides and as officials of the
UNIA. These men were leaders of the Detroit chapter of thanaration and initially
followed Garvey's platform of racial unity, which appealed largelymarginalized
blacks. However, by the late 1920s as Garvey faced legal prolaethgyrowing

opposition from the black middle class, the West Indian leadershipewbiDs UNIA
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chapter, and with the possible exception of Zampty, renounced thepfeimti pan-
African racial solidarity in an effort to achieve middle-slatatus and assimilation into

American society.

During the interwar period, West Indians entered the city in aruaitiwave and
joined the thousands of black migrants from the South, which resultedaareity of
resources, especially housing. West Indian immigrants who refoigedide in the slum
conditions of Detroit’'s lower East Side neighborhood of Black Bottompeeio redesign
the spatial contours of the city. Relatively well educated angoy@d in higher paid
professional or skilled occupations, these immigrants sought out housirtge
previously segregated West Side neighborhood bordered by Tireman Aamchigest
Grand Boulevard. As in other cases when blacks moved into all-whites,a
desegregation resulted in violence but they prevailed and playedteumental role in
the establishment of a second black Episcopal church in the city amddée-class
enclave with a disproportionate number of West Indian households. Thenegisif this
enclave is further evidence of the welding of ethnicity to midtdes status. Its
development resulted from an intricate web of kinship networks lagith enigration, in
several cases with many branches of the same family toe@yng the same household

or living within blocks of each other.

Improved methods of transportation by 1940 and the relative wealth rof Wast
Side West Indians allowed many of them to establish transnational patighnequent
travel between Detroit and their countries of origin. In somes;dbhey kept homes in
both places or retired to their home countries after living and wodawgral years in

Detroit.  Other methods that indicate a transnational patterfudmcfrequent
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communication with family and friends who lived in the Caribbean, tangé of cash
and other forms of economic support, as well as maintaining cuttaditions. This

pattern of transnationalism kept West Indian immigrants connéctde Caribbean and
while they viewed themselves as permanently migrating to thieed) States, they
nonetheless remained tied to their countries of origin and rettieadethnic identities

as they assimilated into American society.

Since many of the West Indian immigrants who lived in the Wels &@ighborhoods
had university degrees and professional occupations as physiciamseydt and
educators, they deeply resented the racial discrimination theyumteced. Like the
previous cohorts of immigrants, they tended to regard themselvésghsr” in status
than African Americans and linked class to ethnicity. A tensidwden the two groups
is evident as the West Indian population of the city increasedsam#® immigrants
expressed their disapproval of African Americans’ unwillingneitiser to supporor

inability to achieve middle-class standards.

The distinction West Indians perceived between themselves an@gmi#imericans,
as well as their desire to preserve their Caribbean tgeaypeared as clannishness. A
good many West Indian immigrants preferred to find mates, attamdlt and socialize
with those of similar ethnic backgrounds. The relatively smathbers of West Indians
in the city as compared to the African American population kepetigdns between the
two groups from escalating, but these were present nonethelessrthiless, because
West Indian immigrants tried to retain their ethnic identitiefsicAn Americans became

more aware and more interested in West Indian culture and the Caribbean.
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The small number of West Indians in the city also meant thanhvthey formally
established an ethnic organization in 1940, it had a pan-Caribbean focese one
country could boast enough people to warrant the creation of a natidredbd
organization. While no extant sources are available to provide evidentw®informal
ethnic societies organized by national origins, it is highly probdialethey did exist in
the same manner that informal pan-Caribbean organizations haedegigor to 1940.
However, further research is required to substantiate this spenuldh the late 1960s,
after the passage of the Hart-Celler Immigration Act of 1965nerease in the city’s

West Indian population led to the restructuring of the organization.

With the change in immigration law, the West Indian population ofddetapidly
increased. As greater numbers of Jamaicans, Trinidadians, BarbaGuyanese, and
West Indians from smaller islands began to arrive, they placedadeg emphasis on
national, as opposed to ethnic, identity and began to establish nationakatigasiin
the 1970s. Thiglevelopment coincided with the end of colonialism and the ensuing
independence of several Caribbean nations. With the arrival of thestheal®rt of
West Indian immigrants who tended to have working-class, rather nidale-class
backgrounds, tensions emerged as the more established middleolasgrants

attempted to exert control over the newcomers.

Joseph Craigen emphasized ethnic identity and affiliation to erlestent than many
others and instead stressed race and class as salient featheeprocess of integration
into American society. After an acrimonious split with Garv€yaigen turned to the
Democratic Party as a vehicle to assist him in attainirdgle-class status. With the

patronage of white politicians in the party, he obtained positionsyinstate, and federal
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government and became influential in Detroit's African Americammunity. While
Craigen maintained privately his ethnic identity as a West Indiearplayed down his
ethnicity publicly and assimilated thoroughly into the middle-ciisstum of theAfrican

American community and the broader American society in order tatecra wider
political base and further his career aspirations. At no pointsinohig and illustrious
career as a politician did he attempt to become a leader @iit®esmall but significant

West Indian community.

In spite of his early UNIA “radicalism”, other characteastof Craigen’s experience
prove anomalous to a focus on ethnic identity exhibited by the \Weistnl immigrants
under study. For example, extant sources provide little evidentesadccess to a
kinship network facilitating his migration to the United Statesh®came to the country
under the auspices of the US military during the First World.Whittle is known
concerning his early years in British Guiana and although dheetlurn for a brief visit
later in life, his connection to his birthplace and relationshipk Vamily and friends
who remained were tenuous at best. Perhaps it was this lagkreation and a sense of
being uprooted from his origins that attracted him initially tov@égar While he did
become a founding member of the nascent West Indian associatictroit,xthere is
little indication of his activeparticipation as witlother organizations, for example the
Kappa fraternity and the Idlewild association. Craigen emphasthadttiéy to a much
lesser extent than other West Indian immigrants in this stndya#ter his rejection of
Black Nationalism, chose complete assimilation into the AfricareAcan middle class,

exemplifying a stronger link between race and class than one betweeantlagsnicity.
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Ethnic origins mattered to West Indian immigrants. Ethnicity pledithem with an
identity and the ethnic community gave these immigrants a seing#ace in an
unfamiliar world. Ethnicity also helped West Indians to distinguisdmiselves from
native-born African Americans, from whom the immigrants sought to be diffated on
a basis of class as well. Ultimately, however, naturali¥fegt Indian immigrants were
incorporated into the African American community of Detroit. isstrated by the
example of Joseph Craigen, race, in the end, trumped ethnicity amarthgrants were
integrated into the upper stratum of the African American commamt assimilated
into American society. West Indians illustrated the signiea of integration and
assimilation in the naming of the largest organization they found&iroit, the West
Indian AmericanAssociation (WIAA). From this perspective, African Americarse
just another ethnic group with different class gradations that brodderszope by

accepting West Indians.
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This dissertation explores West Indian immigrants in thedfifyetroit and their
leadership of key institutions in the African American communigmfr1885 to 1940.
This work is divided into two parts, with the Great Migrationlesline of demarcation.
The research method consists largely of collective biographies and a stipeziodicals,
census records, and records generated by the institutions that lsadndian leaders.
The dissertation concludes that West Indian immigrants perceived middkesthtus and
ethnicity as a means of distinguishing themselves from theiicakfr American
counterparts, but race became a more significant factor asbtackeAmericans entered

the middle class.
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