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Knowledge is the beginning of practice; doing is the completion of know-
ing. Men of the present, however, make knowledge and action two different
things and go not forth to practice, because they hold that one must first have
knowledge before one is able to practice. Each one says, “I proceed to in-
vestigate and discuss knowledge; I wait until knowledge is perfect and then go
forth to practice it.” Those who to the very end of life fail to practice also fail
to understand. This is not a small error, nor one that came in a day. By saying
that knowledge and practice are a unit, I am herewith offering a remedy for
the disease.

Wang-Yang-Ming, 1472-1529
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